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LETTER I. 

» 

X OU have heard of fome eccentric 
man of fortune in England, who, with- 
out giving his family or friends the leaft 
intimation o^ his intentions, made it a 
praQice to difappear for fome weeks, 
and the firft letters they received from 
him were dated from the wilds of the 
American continent, or from the inte- 
rior parts of Afia. As you have long 
been accuftomed to what you call my 
romantic wanderings, you will not think 
the date of this letter very extraordinary, 
though it is from a country with which 
England is at war, and where it is fup- 
Vol. III. B ^o\;^^ 
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pofed that no Englifhman would rto> 
voluntarily find himfelf. 

You know I profcfs being a citizen of 
the world; and had it been my lot, as it 
has been that of fome others, to be ba- 
niflied from that boaft of its natiyes, 
where I firft chanced to fee the light, I 
fliould^ I truft, hJive a greater refem- 
blance in the way of enduring it, to one 
of my countrymen, than to the great 
Roman orator and ftatefman, whofe be- 
haviour' during his baniQiment, un* 
juftly infliSed, does fo little credit to his 
philofophy ; yet it might* be iofiagined, 
that he who wrote that fublime paffage^, 
beginning *Cww videmus fpeciem primvm 
candanemque cxli^ might have endured 
bis misfortunes with as much dignity, 
and from the fame corrfiderations as the 
Englifh nobleman t, who, among many 
fubjefls of confolation, fo juftly and 

• Tufcul. i, 28, 29. 

+ Henry St. John Vifcount Bolingbroke, 

1 beau- 
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beauttifully fays—*'* Believe me, the pro- 
vidence of God has eftabliOied fuch 
order in the world, that of all which be- 
longs to us the leaft valuable parts alone 
can fall under the will of others ; what* 
ever is beft,lies out of the reach of hu- 
man power, and can neither be given 
nor taken away. Such is this great 
and beautiful work of nature, the world ; 
fuch is the mind of man, which contem- 
plates and admires that world, whereof 
it conftitutes the nobleft part ; thefe 
are infeparably ours, and as long as we 
rpmain in. one, we fhall enjoy the other. 
Let us march, therefore, intrepidly 
-wherever we are led by the courfe of 
human accidents. Whitherfoever they 
lead us, on what coaft foever we arc 
thrown by them, we fhall not find our- 
fclves abfplutely ftrangers ; we (hall 
meet with men and women, creatures of 
the fame figures, endowed with the fame 
faculties, and born under the fame laws 
Ba - of 
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of nature ; we fhall fee the fame virtues 
and vices flowing from the fame gene- 
ral principles, but varied in a thoufand 
diflFerent ^nd contrary modes, according 
to that infinite variety of laws and cuf- 
toms, which is eftablifhed for the fame 
oniverfal end. ^ We fliall feel the fame 
revolution of feafons ; and the fame fun 
and moon will guide the courfe of our 
year. The azure vault, befpangled with 
flars, will be every where fpread over 
our heads. There is no part of the 
world from whence we may not admire 
thofe planets, which roll, like ours, in 
different orbits round the fame central 
fun; from whence we may not difcover 
an objeft ftill more ftupendous, that army 
of fixed ftars, hung up in the immenfe 
fpace of the univerfe : innumerable funs, 
whofe beams enlighten and cheriflh the 
unknown worlds which revolve around 
them ; and whilft I am elevated by fuch 
contemplations as thefe, while my foul 
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is thus raifed up to Heaven,, it imports 
me little what ground I tread upon.*/* 

This is the author of whom Mr. 
Burke fays, inquires '* Who reads Bo- 
tingbroke ?*' This is the writer who is 
placed among ihofe that are prohibited 
to the young ftudent, and who is ftigma- 
tized as an Atheift. 

Rqt you may, perhaps, exclaim, ** Yea, 
but all this did I know beforjC;** and 
inquire iiow 1 came to have pccauon, 
at this particular time, to declaim on the 
propriety of bearing with calmnefs a 
ftate of exile or removal from my native 
country. Thus then it happened : 

Some days after I laft wrote ta you, 
concluding the long and eventful hif- 
tory of jBy Weft- India friends, I met by 
accident the commander of a trading 
veffel, then in the pt)rt of Liverpool, 

• Not having the French, I have taken this from 
what is certainly not an elegant, though it may ht 
a faithful, tranllation ; and I have~ changed throe or 
four words, which appeared to me very III ipUc/^^ 
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and as to ftudy the efFeft that differ- 
ent modes of life have on the human 
charafter, often amufes rae, I entered 
into conA^erfetion with him, and, found, 
that under a very rough exterior he had 
a good deal of nautical information, and 
fome general intelligence, and appeared 
withal to be a very honed and humane 
man ; for he told me, that having been 
two voyages to the coaft of Africa, while 
lie was yet an apprentice, lie had an op^ 
portunity of engaging in it, very advan- 
tageoiifly on his own account: — ^**But,J* 
faid he, " 1 could not bear it, Sir, it 
made me unhappy; lefs profit and a 
clear confcience is more what fuits me : 
fo, I have now a little tight veffel, of 
which' I am three parts owner, which 
trades to the Mediterranean. I ain go- 
ing in four or five days, with fome other 
merchant-men,, under convoy of an 
armed. floop, to Gibraltar, and from 
thence to Leghorn and Genoa/* As 
my new acquaintance thus fpoke,it fud- 

denly 
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denly occurred to me*that I (hould like 
to go as a paffenger, having long had 
fome curiofity to vifit Gibraltar, and 
affuringipyfelfl could nevermore agree- 
ably gratify my inclination, as I have 
two friends and many acquaintance who 
happen now to bte in garrifon there, I 
did not long meditate on this fcheme be- 
fore I determined to purfue it. The 
accommodations on board the veffel 
wete better than 1 expeQed ; 1 had no* 
thing to do but to prpcUte a proper per-? 
fon to take charge home of my horfes, 
which you know I confider as creatures 
that merit my afFeflion and care, more 
than bsjilf the race of the animal to thieclal^ 
of i^biob I belong ; and having fettled that 
point with, Arnold; to his and my own 
fatisfadion, I embarked ; that fiEOthful 
fellow willingly accompanying me^ and 
weJeft the pprt of Liverpool with(>a 
fair wind on the goth of June. ; ^»! 

Nothing could be pleafanter thanr was 
the commencement of the voyage. It 
B4 W^>« 
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blew a fteady gale immediately down St. 
George's Channel, now unruffled by 
thofe gufta which ofien make it fo ha* 
zardous to navigate. The coafts of both 
England and Ireland were almoll con- 
tinually in view. This is not the place 
to tell you, what were my rcflcftions aa 
I beheld them. At length we loft fight 
of the Britifh iflands, and were in the 
great Atlantic Ocean. As you have 
crofled it, I will not give you any de- 
fcription of the eflFeft which this im- 
mcnfe body of water, the great raediurti 
of communication between the new and 
the old world, has on the mind ; nor 
(hall I dwell very minutely on the cir- 
cumftances of my own adventure, but 
content myfelf with relating, in a few 
words, that about eight leagues t from 
Ufhant our convoy fuddenly left us ; 
and the next day we were purfued by two 
French cuttersj, whom we could not ef-* 
cape- by failing, and whofe attack it 
would have been folly to hav^ refitted. 

My 



A SOLITARY WANDERER. O 

My poor friend, the captain proprietor, 
who faw himfelf fo great a fufFerer, was 
compelled to content hiaifelf with curf- 
ing very heartily both' the captain of the 
co|ivoying floop and his own deftiny ; 
ancHEKtvlng given vent to his feelings, he 
prepared t6 fubmit with a good grace to 
what was inevitable, and we were carried 
prifoners to Rochfort, from whence the 
two armed cutters had failed only three 
daysbefore* 

Behold then your wandering friend 
endeavouring to put all his pbilofophy in 
praQice ; and to fpeculate, while he felt 
theeffe£i^ in his own perfqn, on the dif- 
pofition of «iankind to prey upon ^n4 
annoy their fellow beings. I h^d, hovf^f 
ever, much lefs occafion thati I imagine4 
I ftiould have fpr the exertion of the 
virtues of patience and icqiiiefcence. 
Thefe terrible republicans, flibuftiers 
and buccaneers, as they were by profef- 
fion, were not cruel or even infolent.. 
I was acquainted with fome of thofe men 
J3 5 \*\vo 
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who have, through the extraordinary vi- 
ciffitudes of the revolution, continued 
ftill to preferve their- lives withoijt for- 
feiting their integrity. To thefe, who 
might I knew be heard of in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paris,, I was permitted to 
write. Replies came in the due courfe 
of'thepoft; and I much doubt whether, 
from the fecretaries and commiffioners 
under the old regime, I ftiould have re*; 
ceived, on fuch an occaGon,. anfwers fo 
fpeedy or fo fatisfaftory. My captors 
were direQed immediateiy to relcafe me 
and my fervant with all our perfonal 
property ; and I received at the famei 
time paffports, eHiabling me to travel 
without moleftation through any part of 
France for the fpace of fix months, and 
then to be allowed to pafs any barrrdr, 
(or take {hipping at any pert I might pre-^ 
fef.. Nothing could be more calculated 
for my accommodation and fecurity. 
Do not' however, imagine that I .was 
felfifh enoiigh to be content with my 

own 
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own liberty and fafely^ I did not quit 
Rochfort^ till by the fame means I had 
ufed to obtain thofe ends, I had pro- 
cured an order to the captors to accept a 
reafonaf)ie ranfom of tny friendly old 
. commander^ and to releafe him from his 
confinement, and give him his parole till 
he (hould have time to riegociaie for 
that purpofe; then, having given him 
an order on my banker's in Lbndon, a 
Iklle to aflift him through thi^ exigence^ 
I took leave of him, and determined, 
fince my vifit to Gibraltar was for the 
prefent fufpended;'td avail ray felf of my 
paffport to travel thrdugh France ' to 
Germany, whither I intended to go, by 
way of Italy, after I had left GibraUar. 
I felt hardly forry for this change in 
my plan, though it had been involunta- 
rily made; for this powerful nation, 
which I have from early youth been' in 
habits of confidering under another form 
of government, cannot fail to prefent 
a fpeftacle at this period well wortK 
B 6 - co^- 
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confidering. Not only as iht change it 
had undergone, and is indeed ftill un- 
dergoing, aiFefted the general but the in- 
dividual charafter of the people, hitherto 
marked by every thing that was rood 
oppofite to what I was now taughi to 
expeft among them. 

I had long defired to fee the middle 
provinces of France, and therefore I 
took the road through foitou to tlie Or- 
leanois, and intended to crofs the Loire- 
in that part of its coijrfe that lies be- 
tween Saumur and* Tours, of which 
I had heard fuch a defcriptipn, that I 
bad long felt a gre,at inclination to know . 
whether thjs ideas I ha^d entertained of 
its beauty, and that of the fUrrounding 
country, were not beyond the truth. 

BjLit certainly it would be difficult 
even with more laboured defcriptions 
than I am difpofed to make, to do juf- 
tice to the Ipvelinefs of the fcenery in 
this part of France. Square patches 
of vineyards are very far from beautiful 

on 
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on a plain ; but here are vines planted on 
hills, and (bagging like copfe-wood in 
England, high and rough acclivities, of 
various fornis ; and often hanging over 
the Loire, a river of rcfplendent beauty, 
while the fummits of thefe heights arc 
frequently crowned by ruins of fortift- 
cations, or the towers of a convent are 
feen on their fides. Vineyards thus dif- 
pofed are beautiful in landfcape, and the 
EngliQiman moft partial to his own 
country muft, however reluftantly, ac- 
knowledge thie rid^nefs and variety 
of this part oC France — —But de- 
fcription, however ftudied, and though 
a new language has been created for it, 
feldom conveys a clear idea of the place 
defcribed, the materials fo infinitely di- 
verfified, with which nature produces 
her great. efFefts, earth, trees, and water, 
may be combined with the pencil, but 
the pen, I think, fails. A fimple home 
landfcape, a repofe, or fome ftriking and 
fublime fcene, diverfified with figures. 
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may fometimcs be ftrikingly defcribed; 
but I recolleft you agreed with ^me that 
the eternal famenefs of defcription in 
works of fancy, that have obtained fome 
celebrity, fatigued you fo much, that you 
muft have defifted from reading them» 
even if the book^ had otherwife been to 
your tafte. I therefore forbear to tell 
you of woods, and rocks, and towers, at 
leaft till I reach Blois, where, if I find 
the place at all refembling the idea I 
have formed of it, it will be difficult 
not to attempt conveying to ybu fome 
of the melancholy pleafure I fhall myfelf 
feel, however inadequate the medium 
may be, through which the communi- 
cation muft be made. 

Bourges, Auguft i8th.'" 
I reached this place two days fince. 
After an early fupper, or, if you will, a 
dinner at an Englifli hobr, on what Eng^ 
land does not in any plenty aflFord, par- 
tridges and quails, with a defert of the 
fineft fruit in the world, I wandered 

about. 
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about the venerable cathedral, and then 
among the ruins of the fortifications and 
ancient buildings, many of them Roman^ 
which are within a mile of the place. . I 
obferved a gentleman with two little 
girls^ and a boy about eleven years old, 
who appeared to be like me, <:once^« 
plating thefe monuments of ages paft, 
yd not quite with the fame deGgn, for 
his purpofe feemed to be ta inftruft his 
fob in taking views of thefe objefts, un- 
der the appearance they nowaffumed; 
every buttrefs, or rough proje9;ing bat- 
ttement, catching the glowing horizontal 
rays of the evening fun ; while the little 
girls were running about to gather 
plants, with which they returned to their 
father, each trying to attrafl his attention 
by producing what they fuppofed to be 
the moft uncommon of that variety with 
which the rocks or the fragments of 
ruins were luxuriantly fringed. The 
father was a tall good figure, and appa- 
rently about five-and-thirty ; the chil- 
dren 
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dren were all handfome, but the fpirited 
countenance of one of the little girls 
particularly attradled me. She and her 
lifter approached the place where I was 
royfelf botanizing, having found here 
the white fpleenwort* in fruQtification, 
which though it is among our indigenous 
plants, and I have often fearched for 
it, I never met with it in England. 
I wasdifpofing of my acquifitioh fo as to 
preferve k, till I could put it into my 
book; when this little charmer, after 
obferving me for fome time, came up to 
me, and giving me another and a better 
fpecimen of the fame plant, faid, in her 
own language, that if Monfieur loved, 
plants, flie would have the pleafure of 
prefenting him with fome (he had ga- 
thered for her papa.-r-The grace and 
fweetnefs of the lovely little creature I 
ftiould vainly, attempt to defcribe. I 
expreffed my gratitude, and at the fame 

* Afplenium cuta muraria— White fpleenwort, 
(er maiden-hair, 

.. time 
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time my unwillingnefs to rob her papa 
of the fruits of her herbalizing; but (he 
affured me he would be pleafed if I would 
accept them, and produced from a little 
wicker-ba{ket the polypody* of the rocks, 
which, though not common, I -never 
happened to have found in fruQifica- 
tion, and a feftoon of thfe elegant ivy- 
leaved toad-flaxt, of which, though I 
have feen it growing plentifully in En- 
land, and particularly on fome of the old 
walls about Oxford, there are doubts 
whether it be a native of our ifland. J 
remember to have remarked a paling en- 
tirely covered w^ith it at St. Cloud fome 
years fince; but I thought what this litde 
nyipph-like creature now gave me, 
though much of the bloom was pa (Ted, 
exceeded in luxuriance any (pecimen I 
had ever before feen. 

*-Polypodium frondibus lubbipinnatis lanceola- 
tis, &c. Sp. PI. 1550. 

+ Antirrhinum Cymbalaria! It is figured in 
Curtis's Flora Londinenfis, 57. , 

Vol. hi. C '^[ou 
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Yott will believe that I was delighted 
with the graceftil manner of the infant 
botanift^ and thankfully accepting her 
prefent, entered into converfation with 
her, and was furprifed at the readinefs 
with which (be told me the names in 
French of thefe and many pther plants, 
with which her baiket was Biled; but by 
this time her fathier, who had been ap- 
prifed by the younger girl of Emily's 
converfation with a ftranger, came up, 
and apologized for his daughter's in« 
trafion. You will fuppofe that I faiiled 
not to exprefs the admiration I* really 
felt. I found that be had retired from 
public life, defpairing of the caufe in 
which .he had at fird entered with all 
the zeal which a real love of bis country 
could feel j and that, after having fuffered 
coiifiderably in his fortune, be had, by 
a peculiar felicity, or rather becaufe he 
was generally beloved, been fuffered to 
.retire to a part of what remained, wh^re, 
rttiroundcd by his children (to whofe 

another 
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mother he is tenderly attached), he en- 
joys naore happinefs than he would have . 
done had he . continued in public life, 
whatever turii the affairs of France had, 
faken. 

It feemed as if attraded n^utually to* 
ward^ each other, and not waiting for 
forms^ our acquaintance was no longer of 
yefterday, when the day after our firft 
meeting he gisive me an invitation to his 
houfe, with an air of fimple hofpkality, 
which inftantly determined me to accept it, 
I never faw agroup of people who fo im- 
mediately interefted me ; and, what does 
aot always happen, I liked them better 
as I faw more of them. > I was pleafed 
with the manners of the parents towards 
each other, and towards their children. 
Young as the boys are, they are treated 
rather like beings virho underftand, and 
«aay be governed by, reafon, than like 
children, who are to be bribed or ter* 
irified into knowledge and obedience. •^-*- 
. Without having adopted any of thofe 
C a ^y^^tcis^ 
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fyftems, which, however fpecious in 
theory, are always found defeftive in 
praSice, De Vezelai is at once loved 
, and obeyed. I inquired, in what prin- 
ciples he had educated his fons as to po- 
litics. " I have ni2|de them read," re- 
plied he, '* and hope I have taught them 
to reflefl on what they have read. I have 
carefully avoided giving them any bias, 
by faying to them. You are to think fo 
and fo becaufe I do — This or this is 
my opinion, and there/ore ought to be 
yours. I endeavour to make them 
honed men, and to give them found 
principlc;sofmoralre6litude5 and I truft, 
from fuch-an edu:cation, that whatever 
may be the ftiite of their, country, when 
they fliall be called into her fervice they 
wili ferve her with honour, however 
humble may be.the jank afligned them.*' 
. I dined with my newly acquired 
i'riend yefterday. His houfe is neater, 
afld naore abounding in the leflTer comi- 
forts than thofe I ufed to fee in this 

country. 
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country, even in more profperous times. 
The nonchalance, or what I ought rather 
to call the gay inconfequence, of the 
French charaSer, which I often thought 
favoured too much of want of feeling, 
is, in the pi^rfons of Dc Vezelai and his • 
Ivife, tempered by a fort of melancholy, 
arifing from their recolleflion of the 
convulfions they have witneffed, and 
their apprehenfion of what is to come. 
I fometimes obferve them looking at- 
their children with that fort of doubt- 
ing tend'ernefs, which it is fo natural to 
feel in refleding on the future fate of 
creatures to whom we have given life — 
in the prefervation of whofe health,, and 
in attending to whofe inftruflion, we 
are conftantly occupied, yet to whom 
we cannot fecure happinefs. 

Some of De Vezelai's near relations 
emigrated at an early period of the re- 
volution. He might have pofleffed him- 
felf of their confiderable property al- , 
mod immediately, but he took meafur« 
C3 vo 
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to preferve it for them. . One of themi 
vho had been on political accounts his 
greateft enemy, made defperate by the 
diftreffes he underwent in a foreign 
country, fuddenly appeared before him,- 
arid, even while he uttered the fevered 
reproaches for the paf t he bad , taken» 
put his life into the hands of him whofe 
conduft he prbfeffed to abhor. De 
Vezelai, at the hazard of his own life 
and the fafety of his family, protefted 
him ; when his flay became too dan- 
gerous, fccured his retreat; and now 
fupplies him with money in his exile ; 
though De Vezelai is fo far from being 
in affluent circumflances, that his only 
fupport and refource are in his farm and 
vineyard^ which he cultivates himfelf — 
not merely as a fuperintendenf, but ac- 
tually labouring with his own hands— » 
while his two boys exert all their little 
ftrength to aflifl him. I have feen him 
return with his hoe o'n his fhoulder, the 
boys too loaded with their working- tools, 

and 
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and perhaps a bafket of theiin^ft grapes 
or fig5, the prefentof fomcof their fel- 
low-labourers to their mother. I have 
witnefled the delicious fupper that foU 
lowed a day of patriarchal toil^ and have 
compared it with the fumptuous repafts 
to which I was.fometimes a witnefs in 
the younger part of my life, when, af^ 
ter the fatigue of a, late debate, I have 
remarked the trembling hands and hoU 
low eyes of a cabal of ftatefmen- — coun- 
tenances marked with uneafy paflions, 
and minds evidently at ^ork each for 
his pwn advantage .'-r-^and having made 
this comparifon, my friend, my thoughts 
almoA involuntarily went on, to inquire 
bow it wa^, that men purfue Happinefs 
through fo much toil and fatigue, yet 
never; overtake her, while the feems, at 
leail in this delightful region of the 
earth, to -fmile at every cottage door, 
and invite, the weary wanderer to* 
come in. 
The people^hcre have often, been de^ 
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fcribed as gay even to infantine thought- 
lefsnefs; for it amazes an Englifliman 
that creatures fo poor Thould be fo 
cheerful: but he calculates^as a native 
of a very different country, where, from 
the high price of the neceffaries of life, 
to which the price of labour bears no 
proponron, the poor live with extreme 
difficulty, and are in winter particularly 
expofed to very great hardfhipsr whilft 
here the peafant, though not better paid, 
has fewer wants, and ihofe more eafily 
fupplied. However poor they may ap- 
pear to us, and however inferior their 
cottages are to thofe of England, they 
are not without conveniences, andeven 
lux'uries. Un bon habit de dimanche is 
poffeffed by every member of the fa- 
mily. The women have little orna- 
ments, not more coftly perhaps than the 
long heavy cloak of our cottagers 
wives, bat infinitely fmarter and more 
becomings and the mod auftere of their 
pxiefts, when priefts were the village 

law- 
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laW-givers, never objeSed tp their pa 
rifliioners meeting to dance before the 
Vour d*honneur of the Seigneur, or in 
fome other accuftomed fpot, after hear- 
ing mafs on Sundays and holidays. Nor 
can 1 think this wrong: furely the God 
of mercy and goodnefs cannot be bet- 
ter praifed than by cheerful nefs of 
heart. If the whole hiftory of man 
w^ re not full of in fiances of folly and 
abfurdity, one fliould be aftonifhed 
to confider the perverfion of reafon, 
that has rtiade him the (lave of the moft 
contemptible prejudice, and thrown a 
gloom over that devotion to the' Crea- 
tor, which can never be fo warm and fo 
fincere as when it arifes from a view 
of beings enjoying their exiltence, be- 
neath the fun which he has lit up, on 
the green earth fo adorned with beauty 
and prolific of bleffings. Oh! how 
much furely might be done, if, inlJead 
of dogmatizing, and bewildering our- 
C 5 felves 
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felves in the endlefs labyrinth o( theolo- 
gical difpute, and deftroying each other 
for a difference of opinion, or of coun- 
try, we were' to inculcate and adhere to 
the few fimple ^axioms that are felt by 
every tnan to be true, and known to be 
thofe only which can contribute to con- 
tent ! I think with reluQance of return-, 
ing to the cold gloom and dark atmo- 
fphexe of winter in London, and laft 
night took, with undefcfibable regret, 
my laft leaveoFMadaitiede Vezelai and 
hei"- children ; for her hufband^* iJfcdom- 
panies me part of the way. Often will 
this amiable family return to rhy -remem- 
brance, fuch as I faw them laft night — 
aflembled Jn a kind of arbouf, the 
treillage that formed it covered with 
vines ;. tbe. foft air wafting the perfumes 
of oranges and pomegranates ; and, be- 
ne^th^ an extenfive profpeS over the 
courfe of the river. I would cherifli 
the recoUeftion of the pidure ftich 'as 

I then 
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I then beheld it, and forget^ if I could, 
how foon accident may, and how cer- 
tainly time will^ change and deface it! 
I go to-morrow on my way^ to Blois. 

Adieiu. 
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XJO you recoUeQ the manner in which 
the very interefting little Novel called 
Le Manage de Vengeance* is introduced 
in Gil Bias? At the Chateau, of Donna 
Elvira de Pinares, where an accident 
Qccafions the lady whom he ferved to 
remain for two days, an hiftorical pifture 
reprefenting a tragical event is re- 
marked, which brings on a relation of 
the circumftances of the ftory. Not 
exaQly like this, becaufe it was only a 
portrait, but in confequence of fuch an 
incident, I- became podeffed of an hif- 
tory, which J fliall relate to you ; while 

♦ From which was takan the tragedy of Tancred 
and Sigifmunda, ' 

I en* 



A SOLITARY WANDERER. 29 

I endeavour to convey to your imagina- 
tion fome idea of the placed where fome 
of the events occurred, and which I 
have pafled three days in examining. 

De Vezelai, among other remains of 
the fplendour of the houfes he inherited - 
from a race of rich and honourable an- 
ceftors, has faved a few family portraits, 
which hang in his eating-parlour : among 
them was that of a young woman, in the 
coftume of the age of Henry the Fourth, 
the expreffion of whofe countenance I 
thought moft Angularly interefting^ 
though it would be very difficult for me 
to defcribe it. I admired the portrait ; 
and De Vezelai, in anfwer to my inquiry 
whom it reprefented, told me it.wa&a lady 
whofe beauty, merit, and misfortunes, 
had rendered her remarkable above two 
hundred years ago. *' And you are 
going," faid he, " in your journey to 
Amboife and Blois, to vifit the very 
fceiies where (he was an aQor and a fuft* 
feret. In confeqaence of my becoming 
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pofleffed of a great number of manu* 
fcript memoirs, letters, and papers that 
belonged to my^ family, I have made out 
the whole ftory of her life ; and if you 
have any curiofity to read it, it is much 
at your fervice. It may ferve to amufe 
you for an evening or two, when, having 
feen all the town you may happen to be 
in has of antiquities or curiofities, you 
retire fqr the night to an inn.** 

You will believe that I eagerly em- 
braced this obliging offer ; and having 
promifed De Vezelai to return it care- 
fully by a conveyance he pointed out to 
me, I now haften to tranflate and tran- 
fcribe it, bccaufe it is eafier for' me to do 
the former, than copy the old French, in 
which he has purpofely prcferved great ^ 
part of the narrative. I fball give it you 
in a modern drefs. 
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" Among the few Proteftant lords 
who efcaped the horrors of the fatal 
night of the 24tb of Auguft, 1572, and, 
flying from Paris with only their lives, 
joined their indignant feilow-fuffefer* 
from other parts of France; and (hut 
tbemfelves up in Rochelle, Philibert 
Claren^al, Seigneur of Montrichard and 
Comte de BeauviUiers, was one of Aiofe 
who, under the appearance of fearlefs 
fortitude, concealed the deepeft anguifli 
that could torture the heart of ahuf* 
band and a father. 

•* About three v^eeks before that 
detefted night, which fixes an ever* 
lafting ftain on the government under 
which fo infamous a fcene was a£ted, the 
Comte de Beauvilliers was prevailed up- 
on, very much againft his own judg« 
raent, to meet at Paris the Admiral de 
Coligny and other Calvinift chiefis, who 
had been fo artfully decoyed thither 
under pretence of a general rcconcili- 
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ation between the two parties, and to 
do honour to the nuptials of the King 
of Nav^arre, with Margaret de Valois, the 
fifter of the King of Frapce ; a union 
that was to be the pledge of future good 
underftanding and friendfhip between 
thofe of the, old religion and the Hugue- 
nots, as the Proteltatits were then called. 
"De Beauvilliers,i>n reluftantly quitting 
his caftle and fortrefs of Montrichard, 
had left there a wife whom he pafEonately 
loved, and three children— two lovely 
girls, one, of eleven, the. other of eight - 
years old, and a fon under the "age of 
two years ; the only boy of five bornjo 
l)im, that had furvived longer than two 
months. On all thefe children their pa- 
rents doted with exceffive fondnefs, and 
de Beauvilliers faw in his fon the laft 
hope of an illuftrious houfe — the only 
male heir of one of the moft ancient 
families of France. 

*• Heaving efcaped with extreme diffi- 
culty from the death intended him at 

Paris, 
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Paris, he fled in the difgaife of a fer- 
vant to Montrichard, fituated in the 
Orieanois, three leagues from Apfiboife. 
And cither the order for continuing the 
maffacrc had noi beenVeceivcd there, or 
ihoic to whom it was cntruftcd were 
not ftrong enough to execute it y for he 
found his wife and children in fafety, and 
as he believed fecure, in being fur- 
rounded by faithful fervant8,and depen* 
dants attached to them and to him by 
msiny benefits and univerfal benevolence. 
An armed guard wasalw^ayson the alert 
in and about the Caftle of Montrichard^ 
and, devoted as their lords were to the 
Huguenot caufe, their virtues appeared 
to have conquered the prejudice of bi- 
gotry itfelf, and it was imagined that 
even the Catholic peafantry on the do- 
main would zealoufly proteft their be- 
loved Seigneur from every attempt that 
could have been made either againft him 
or his family. 

" Under this impreffion the Count de 
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Bfeauvilliers yielded, though ^ith great 
reludance, to the earneft entreaties and 
reprefentatioas of his wife, who implored 
him to confult the fafety of thofe he rtioft - 
loved by preferving his own life. — r 
^Ah! refleS/ cried fhe, • on the in* 
veterate enmity which the ^ueen and 
her party have long borne towards you ! 
Me and my children they will fpare, be- 
caufe we, without you, are nothing ; but 
Beaiivilliers, who can command fo many 
hands and influence fp many hearts 
ligainft them, they will never ceafe to 
purfue. What defence can this Caftle^ 
make, fhoqld even a fmall force be fent 
againft it ? And,^ faithful as we have rea- 
fon to hope our vaflals are, can we for- 
get how mucli common minds are influ- 
enced by fuccefs, and how foon that 
fidelity may be fliaken, which too pro- 
bably depends only on the power we pbf- 
feffed to benefit thofe who profefs it ? 
Believe me, my lord, by your flight 
you will not defert, you will proteft, 
^ • your 



THE STOR,Y OF CORISANDE. 35 

your wife and your children, who will 
find their fecarity in yours.* 

** By (uch arguments from a wife fo 
beloved, who had moft pKDwer to per- 
fuade him, joined with thofe of the 
concierge of his Caftle, and others of the 
people around him, whom De Beauvi)[-^ 
Hers thought moft fincerely attached to 
him, he was at length prevailed upon to 
quit Montrichard, after remaining there 
only four-and- twenty hours. With a 
heart opprefled by fearful forebodings of 
evil, which all his reafon did not enable 
hitn to fubdue, De Beavivilliers took 
leave of the objeCls deareft to hini on^ 
earth; and, as he cro(red>the lad foflS 
that furrounded the ancient habitation 
of his anceftors, omens Teemed to 
thteaten from ^very grey and frowning 
battlement above, that told him he 
fliould revifit it no more. 

** He arrived without difcovery at 
Rochelle, where, when he once entered, 
be knew it would be very difficult, if 

xvoX. 
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not impoffible, for him to hear from his 
family. Alas ! that family foon felt how 
fatal it was to be without the friend and 
proteftor, whofe prefenc€ however, 
might not long have fayed them from 
the horrors that fanaticifm prepared for 
them. The Vidame de Boifdauphin, the 
brother of Madame de Beauvilliers, bad 
been, like her, educated in the reformed 
religion ; but he was of a charaSler too 
haughty and ambitiQus to fuffer that the 
prejudices of his youth (hould impede 
bis way to riches and to honour; long 
fince, therefore, be had declared himfelf 
the mpft zealous fervant of the Queen 
Mother; and he had too little principle, 
and too many vices, not to become one 
of the moft ufeful of her adheretus. — 
He bad long fince feparated himfelf 
wholly from his family, and would hard- 
ly have recolleQed the exiftence of his 
fifter, if the prefent conjunfturebad not 
offered an occafion too favourable to the 
gratification of his ruling ~paflions. It 

was 
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was by his means that, their proteQor 
being far from them, ,the unfortunate 
wife and children of T)e Beauvilliers 
were delivered up to the in^humanity of 
the monks of a convent adjoining to the 
tSaftle of Montrichard. The mother was 
torn from the children, and treated with 
fuch feverity, that Ihe furvived only 
three weeks the rigorous methods which 
were ufed to compel her to renounce 
what they termed her herefy. Her fon^ 
removed from her tender vigilance, lan- 
guiflied only a few months^longer, arid 
then followed her to the grave ; while, 
her two daughters were, as heireffes to 
the houfe of Beauvilliers, placed by or- 
der of Catharine de Medicis, the Queen 
Mother, under the guardianfhlp of their 
uncle the Vidame de Boifdauphin, who 
fent his own creatures to Montrichard, 
and entrufted the care of his two nieccjj 
to the abbefs of the nearefi monaftery, 
the fociety of which were called the La^ . 
dies of St. Francis. ' 
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" But Corifande, the eldcft of the un- 
fortunate children of De Beauvillicrs, 
was no longer of an age to fufFer this 
chaqge of circumftances without feeling 
d\\ its hjorrors. ' Her uttderftanding was 
^bove her years 5 and her father, a man 
of ftrorig fenfe, and of a domeftic turn 
very unufual in perfons of his. rank, had 
laken infinite pleafure in cultivating hei; 
foind, and inftruCiing her in the religion 
)ie had himfelf xhofen becaufc Jiis rea- 
fon approved it. The mother of Cori- 
Iknde, one of the moft lovely and ami- 
able women of her time, having loft 
many of her children in their infancy, 
was fo tenderly attached to thofe who 
furvived, that (he hardly ever fufFercd 
jhem to be abfent from her; and had 
dedicated to them thofe hours which 
others of her rank and perfonal beauty 
,gay^, 3t that diflblute period, to very 
different purfuits. Deprived fuddenly 
of fueh parents— uncertain of the fate 
of her. father, but tgo wcU affured that 
3^ {he 
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fte had loft heV mother for everT— the 
young but moft unhappy Corifanac felt, 
apd expreffcd, only indignation and ab- 
horrence towards thofe who had occa- 
fioned the barbarous feparation ; while 
her fifter Pauline, whofe little heart was 
agitated with forrow, which the terror 
infpired by thofe about her obliged her 
to conceai, foon faded like the pale and 
delicate exotic expofed to the tempeft 
of the North ; and Corifande, within a 
year, mourned, in renewed angiiifb, 
over the laft of her relations* It was a 
cruel aggravation of the fufferings of the 
unfortunate girl, that (he was not even 
allowed to weep in peace. The cold and 
hard-hearted bigots, into whofe hands 
ftie had fallen, perfecuted her inc^ftant- 
ly with their exhortations to renounce 
the errors of her education v; they bluQi- 
cd not to represent the miferies of her 
family as the vifitation of Heaven, for 
its a^oftacy from the faith of its anc«f- 
lorsi they dared to eall the eviU their 
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party had infliCled, the aOls of the Go^ 
of mercy. Corifande, however, was of 
a difpofition not likely to yield either to 
thefe arts, or thofe of a lefs inhuman 
yet hardly lefs tormenting defeription, 
when from menaces and denunciations 
they had recourfe to cajoleries and arti- 
fice ; when they reprefented how much 
confideration (he would obtain at court, 
if (he was reclaimed from the wretched 
errors of her education. They flattered 
her beauty; and,, extolling her under- 
(landing, hinted that Heaven might have 
defigned her for fome high ftaiion in the 
world, and that there was none to which 
fhe might not pretend, were but the fatal 
impediment removed of her being an 
Huguenots 

" It was with aftonifhment thefe women 
as well as their priefts perceived, that all 
their attenipts to gain on fo young a 
mind were repelled, with a ftrength of 
reafoning which often baffled and fi- 
lenced the moft artful among them.— r 

Though 
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Though feparated from even thi domef- 
tics of her father, and denied any in- 
tercourfe with whoever bad belonged to 
him, fo that ihe never heard his name 
mentioned but in the way of reproach 
and- contumely, Corifande was ftill per- 
liiaded that her father lived; and, amidft 
the fevered of her.trials, fhe (Irehgthened 
her refolution, by th^ firm belief, that 
flie fhould one day receive^ in the ap- 
probation of that beloved .parent, the 
deareft recompenfe for her conftancy 
and her fufferings. 

But the Vidame of Boifdauphin, whoTe 
\yiews were very different, determined 
that no repugnance on the .part of his 
niece ihould prevent his purfuing them. 
He had fo little principle, or feeling, 
that ihe life of this defolate orphan 
might not have been fecure, had not the 
next male heir of Dc Beauyilliers been 
even higher in ^favour at the court of 
Charles tb^ Ninth than he was himfelf; 
and he forefaw, thaft the death of his fur- 

VoL, III. D Vvsvc^'ij^ 
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viving niece would fetve onty to enricn 
and aggrandife another, while by dif- 
pofing of her in marriage, he, as her na- 
tural guardian and uncle, could form 
lalliances highly advantageous to hiriifelF. 
CJIorifande was now the fok heirefs to the 
property of the noble houfe of fieauvii- 
liers:, for her father, if he^yet lived, waS 
profcribed ; his party was declining, 
by the death or tcmpbrifing of its lead- 
ers; and it appeared linlikely, that the 
PToteftarits could eVer sigairt retrievb 
their fallen fortunes. ' JBoifdaupKrn, Who 
detefted his'brblh^r-rrt-hiw b^CaUfe he 
had injured him, k*riewi'that none of the 
misfortunes th^thadf yet befallen thiat^'lin- 
happy' nian would he heavier to him 
thain ihe knowledge thsit hiisf datightdr 
was'drfpofed of by rhe direction of' the 
Queen Mother and her creatures, whofti 
he had fo much reason 'to abhbr. / ' 

Among tiie infinite number of thofe 
abufes of toVefeign p6y/6r which hiave 
been only gradually refifted as men haVe 

' been 
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hQQxi rtaught to tbinfc:,,; diane now appea^r* 
more .hatefuUty and w^iiedly^^opp^offive 
than^hat which Mt.to nKe kitog?ttejtji«ki4- 
lage of Tich o;-phans, and gave dheni tbe 
right ofulirpofingoftbis heirsDfndfadetBen 
ivhofe birtt^bropulsqKe could (tire nf^btii 
theiir own iiitereft. At the. period wheii ^ 
Corifanxie felL into the power of < .her 
-uqclei this ufurped prerogativr^ was ^ 
its height. Boifdaaphia faw, thatyby 
procuring it, it to be exertexi in hisia- 
vouri- he might, rrfiroughUbe allijiince lie 
fliould form for Corifande, grjBtify; his 
ambition, while there was no ehaace of 
his pafleffing her fortune. 

The wretched monarch Charles the 
, Ninth furvived the maffSacte of St. Bar^ 
' iholotnew only two years. Suffer:ing 
under the mod dreadful difeafe; and di^ 
traSed by ibe recoil eftion of the mur- 
ders which he bad riirefted,r while, ihc 
crie* of jibe woulftdcdr awl dyjn;§ Calvin- 
ifts continually;r9ng.iffiliistea£svJ:^tiied 
D z in 
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in agonies that would have touched with 
retnorfe, and urged to repentance, any 
heart but that of bis mother, Catharine, 
de Medici s. 

But ill the unfeminine and vintdiftive 
iirreaft of that woman malignity never 
ilept; iand while her fon was dying, flie 
tHreSed the execution pf the brave and 
gallant Mbntgomeri, who had undefign^ 
^ly occafioned, in a tournament, the 
-death of her hufband^ Henry tbeSecond« 
Montgomeri, however, wasa Hugpnot; 
>v^hich gave a greater zeft to her ven- 
^^eance. * 

In her eagernefs to recall the King of 
Poland, ihe hardly attended to the fu- 
neral obfequies of that unhappy fon, 
whom {he had haftened, loaded with 
^uilt and anguifb, to the grave. Henry, 
ivhohad reluftantly accepted the elec« 
^te crown of Poland, which he had 
only dilgraced while he held it, returned 
COTcign: in France, where the vol up- 
in tuous 
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tuous gaiety and loofe ma^hners, that had . 
obtained fince the reign of Fr^ineifs the 
Firft, iacreafed amid all the miferies of 
a civil war. The people were impove- 
riOicd, and compelled to take one fide o? 
the other for a fubfiftence. The Catholic 
Lords attached themfelves to. the court, 
that they might (hare its luxuries; while 
many of thofe of the Calvinift pcr- 
fuafion were either (hut up in the ftrong 
towns they yet held, or in their own 
caftles converted into fortreCTes ; or 
they wandered about in parties, annoying 
the enemy as ^^hey could, fometimes ad- 
hering to and fometimes abandoning 
the Henry of Bourbon, King of Navarre. 
The charaQer of Henry of Valois, who 
fucceeded his brother Charles the Nindi, 
appeared not wholly deftitute of vir* 
tues while he was Diike of Anjou; but 
he was qo fooner exalted to the throne 
of France, than thefe ihadows of virtue 
difappeared entirelyr Difgracedby fol- 
lies that the mod trifling woman would, 
D3 \^e 
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be 'afhdiaed of,^ the effeminacy* and de4 
bauchety^ In ^ which he hidulged liimfelf 
djminifbed not tbe-fpirit of petfecution. 
His tnothetj to whom hei often gave up 
the ' reins of government, ^ continued^ 
both' by imrigues and by the fword, to 
labour at the exterminalion of ihe Pro-* 
teftants; and, like an evil fpirit, ftiU 
fcattered difcdrd and death ovef the un^i. 
happy kingdom. • ' * 

i Among the numerous favourites of the 
kiiig, fti'gmatized by: the.people with the 
name of/'/^s MignQns,'\nonG was higher 
in favor, or feerped more likely xo main- . 
tain it, than the young Mafquis de Cham*, 
pignac. His birth was fuperior to that of 

* I fBall never forget/' fays the Duke de SulK, in 
his Memoira, the fantaftic and extravagaiit equipage 
ip which I found this monarch in hi& cabinet. . He 
had a fword at his fide, a Spanifh (ilk liood hung 
down oh his flioillders, a fmafl dp fiich as colle- 
gians -wear wa6 wpon his head, and a bafket full 
oflJiitU ^ogs. hun^ hy, a ribband.Hpbojut hi3. neck^ ^ 

^V, . ',;th$ - 
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moft^'of^he parafUes who weee (Jifgraced 
by the p^eferepceof their vicious matter; 
ar^d^a^ded to a confi(|ciral)le fhareof per* 
foflaI,adva9^agp5, he poffefled fome of 
another jforfej^, that, ^igl^r^ haye raifcd hin^ 
to favor, ja^adivff^repf court. from that of 
Henry the Third. For, without the leaft 
fenfe of honor or honefty, he had talents 
for imrigqc, \fas fpecious, artful and 
eloquent. He thought nothing unworthy 
ofl^im^h^t.suimipiftered either to hi$ infa^ 
iiablt avarice or his boundlefs ambition;, 
and l^eld an; opinion, which unfortunate^ . 
ly is fince becopiie too^ general* that he 
who is rich and powerful may fet the 
cenfures.pf the, world ^t defiance; and, 
diveiled of f?ar, which fometin^es ftands 
in place of Qonfcience, may ** dare do 
any thing becaufe he darps," 

Catharine, the Queen Mother, was 
perfeQiy aware of the trurh of the Ma-^ 
chiaveliaA axi:6m — *•* Divide et impera.** 
She yfed th^refo^-e the pretence of reli- 
gion (to which flie was wholly indififet- 
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ent hcrfelf*) to excite one part of the 
people of France againft the other. In 
that age, fanaticifm was the moft pow- 
erful engine of ftate. Perfecution pro- 
duced its ufuaF eflPe£ts; and, abhorring' 
the treachery of their oppreflbrs, and 
more and more convinced of the falUcy 
of tenets which could authorife fuch 
crimes, and even teach the a8tors of 
them to glory in the deftraflion of their 
fellow-citizens, the Hugonots became 
rfiore devoted to the caufe of reform, 
and every man confidered himfelf as a 
inartyr, ready to give his life to promote 
or defend it. 

Ori the other hand, tlie flaming zeal 
of the Catholics rofe in proportion to 
the difficulty they found in extirpating 
thefe obftinate Hugonots, who had iht 

.. * When the Calvihifl army obtained ^ fingular 
advantage, and it W3.« li^^^^y th^r party would 
finally prevail, Catharine^ on being told of it, an- 
fwered with perfc6t comj)ofurc — " Eh ! bien, il 
faudra done prier Dicu en Francois." 

*' (acri- 
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facrilegious prefuinption to deny the 
infallibility and fovereign power of the 
Roman pontiff; and the wickednefs to* 
pretend to fee with their own eyes, and 
ufe their own reafon,. contrary to his 
efpecial mandates^ 

Among the court attendants^ none; 
fave the reverend eccleGaftics them-r 
felves^ exprefled more zeal againft thefe. 
innovators than the young Marquis de 
Cbampignac. By the difplay of this ex« 
traordinafy fervour, he obtained fuch 
favour with the King's^ confeflbr, and 
fundry biQiopsand cliergy of that period^ 
^at though his moral condud was more 
incorreft than even the general liberti- 
Qifm of that diflblute court fanCtionedv 
his illuftrious mafter was encouraged inr 
his preidiledion for him by thepraifes 06 
the monks and moft auftere of the re- 
ligiouis men> to whom* 1 was entrufted the 
dare of the royal confcience; while to 
the Queen Mother, De Champignac 
appeared the moft obfequious^ of her 

P5 fcTN^tVV^^ 
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fervants, and (he found hdm eminently 
iifeful in influenein^ the mind of her 
foil, when his wavering and ^ trifling 
terriper led him, as it fometimes drd, to 
think of meafures contrary to her in- 
tereft and approbation. 

Thus quaHfied to rife, and vifiWy rif- 
hig, in tlie favour of b^th the mother and 
tJie fo», the Marquis de Champignac was 
th£ m^p elefted by Boifdauphin for the ^ 
feuflband of Corifande. The offer of 
fiich an alliance, knd fo fp^lendid a for- 
tune as (he was likely to poflefs, was too 
dfeizziiiig to be refufed ; . but De Cbafn- 
pignac referred himfelf in the utrnoft 
humility to the King and Queen; Their 
ipajeftie^ highly approved of the pro* 
pofal,. and fent an order to Boifdauphin 
tio haften the prepai^ations^ and com- 
plejte the marriage between his niece 
and the Marquis as fpeedily ^^ poffible. 
. Th?it .the heirefe of BfcauvilUers xo%jid; 
haye ^jwillctf her own, niever qcrfiirred. 
Ip any: of thofe who 'thus undertook to; 
' " :• V . difpofe 
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.di%K>fe of her. An orph*ni <>t> iven •• 
more. unhappy than ah orpiaan^rliio jfeenig 
loftto her;fathtarmhile:he ivasj^dt kifvihg, 
Jhe had no friend to fuppbct her in any 
oppdfitioni But natWng) wfl^ 'forihnpiJO* 
bajjle ^S(<bat:fiielflio«Jd.i^ 
\ybftteyw werSlstl^C): pbccbp^^orflic jhad 
l^rned from \mt Hu)g*ilobfkaiwn^!ifti4 
liad novt ,heen tmoyc^rsu^dcr.tls^ 
ftrjEQc^ft difeipline^y and the fin of her 
difpbpdi^i^i^?eflantl j punijh^d* undeiT 
the.dirQ^iWi of theoAhbcfej md iiidJ« 

ofrSt/.Franoif. M';-7 rjvnni: •;/;;.; :^.^.'. .- 

Froiri ibe cdre.of that focieiy fhe wasi . 
by ihe order of her matdrnal uncle, now 
removed, .smdifound h^rfel^f ii^ hottiinad 
poijisflipriaaf the iCoftle^ofNMc^ridiard; 
yetj%nofem «)f ^the ratfe of thi&dWfn^i 
ifce:%ai ftitl iri fei6l af prifondf, 'Wtth M 
other, real^^lt^ ration, iha-n tbavifrfle^tjf 
bein'g j^penfioner iniia o6nv€inB,3ifiii^3iiirtt$ 
in the boufe IWfaidbt li^: bdct^n^edlto 
her. father,: JTiwdeT'Jtihe ;ord^i«^ of ^fotfaeV 
^vj^^ fariie !pQrfian?;who hatf fti^cirin« 
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tended her aftions, and, as ihey belkvcd> 
direfled her ideas^ in the monaftery. 

But if Corifande had cherifhed, dur- 
ing her refidence there, the tendered 
remembrance of her parents, and the 
liveUeft rccoIHeflion of all they had 
taught her, thofe; impreilions were not 
likely to be effiaced by returning to 
icenes which reneweid every fond re- 
coUeftion of the days when fhe was 
happy in their irtftruftion and proteftion. 
There ivas not a rooni at -Montrichard 
where their images were not ever pre- 
fent to her. She remembered but too 
well the fatal- departure of Jier father, 
and ftiil felt his lad embrace. She fdl 
into an agouy of grief in ^ feeing again 
the room, where ber mother, ftruggling 
to conceal the agonies of a breaking 
hearty had, in an inarticulate voice, con* 
jui)e4rib^<r'to fuftaia her courage, and 
affuired hier they ikould meet again. 
The portraits of thefe parents^ parents 
fo juftly dear to ber, and thofe of fome 

other 
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Other of her immediate ancefiors who had ' 
been followeris of Galvin, (he found de- 
faced and mutilated. The apartments 
were ftrippedoftheirmoft valuable move- 
ables ; and Corifande, as fh« traverfed 
the loi^^gaiterjes and ancient ctetrhbers 
of, this' once magnificenl and hoTpkable 
edifice, fiaincied herfelf the heirefs only 
of defolation and mifery. • - . 

All the domeftics of her- father had 
cither periflied under the hanijs of af- 
faOins as Hugonot!s, or had been driven 
away by- fear, fave a Swifs porter, v^ho 
being a relation of one of the monks of 
the neighbouring convent, and of a 
difpolitioh litde inclined to cGHtend 
about niatters of whiich he uiiderftood 
nothing, had agreed to go to mafs rather 
than }6fe his life, or even his place, 
anfd ktely had remained unnotk:e(i and 
undifturbed. 

On the return however of Corifande, 
all the affedion recurred to his mind 
that h^ had fell for his lord, her fether^ 
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whbm! henHarf followetil< from :Swkzer-». 
land . when. . be • piflBd through ■ that 
cxxrntry <|©n his traveli^j! He. reihieM-p. 
bereet all the, geneTofity a«d ,kiridnefs .of 
that x^cdlclnt:. npaftejr, raod )bfgan to 
'WQrtdi&ri.how/ i< Hskd b^ppeiifd, *b4t- . fo 
laianiy.jbf hijs vaffals ha^rabaodaaed'him, 
ahdi tboiigb he yet perhaps; liy^d^ bad 
taken no means;, to JbQ\f bi«i their gfatir 
tode.. iPChe fight of hiiis young andjove- 
ly daughter ikepl)?, affQ(5led . thia ;Hold 
ff&ry;afit.i . She ,notked biB0t wkh pecvrtur 
ki^nefe: >V|hQri ftie kajfjiedi t^atiliQtnat 
Bierine waa the only domeJCtic remaining 
abgiut th^ houfe who had ^ferVed h€r 
fetim:; wd Oonat, whert fcQjfpoke, . 
^i»4gip6d. be bea/<d:, lbe':\ioiQetiQfijhjs.4fe- 
•Pfftif&d la^y^ fE^>in>t\rfoQiiH^rhe:.bad-je*|^r 
FienCjedfo ^nafjy a&s of .lperTi^G^n(e^:^jfifd 
^bphad prtOHQQt^d his piar^riagi^ rwdtifarrj^i 
little Frenchwojman, one of {bt^r infocior 
attepdantSi^ to whom; rfhe .b?^ .g^ve^ ^ 

m<imy *n4 fur?vitU)Ffe i]*ofl::ft^»^r;gq4r 
S)othsr torthe^f iiit^^ g«If; ; 

'7, Donat: 



OoMt could n<M'hi\p^ - eontraftfeg^ itt 
his mind thkt aniiabi^ lady ^iih the 
haughty aiVd' re|)iiVfive manhers of th^; 
peffo^ \tho fobr>,'in"^onfequerve8 of >fil 
ne w^rrartgeitieht, appeared asvtniftr^ft dt . 
the Caftl^, at leaft for a (tmty and wtaaf 
was in resility ati indigent <Wifd^W' <rf 
rank, with whom Bdifdai3^in'*iad b^tfrt 
long con^nieft^d^ and to-whort he bad 

' entrufted the talk of prepslrin^Corifapde 
for'tlie reception of th^ Mairquij ^d 
Gham|pignac» This woman was c^m^^ 
miflioned to dffmiG the ladies' of St^ 
jFrancis ; aiid, though a total ftranger; 
ta become the goverftel's and dire£lrcfs 
of.Coi-iftnde, J'rdm her flie abnrfittjt 
kai»ne4 tbe' intehtioi^« of hef tH)de i^ 
ind underftOdd With' irtej^reflaWe.t^ftbus 
mflimeiit a-ftid terror, < that^witHitv^a iotxi^ 
night iftie was to be'affianc'ed> and wkfiX 
iii: two month^^ttiarribdy to aimait.whaov 
flie had never feefi, anld^ whofe iv^ty: 
aaitic was till rfien unkpown tQlher.iI> " -' 

^ Younfe as iCorrfande iwaU,.jflle was^ 
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not ignorant that fuch marriages were 
very frequent ; but that (he was herfelf, 
at fo early an age^ to be the viftim. of 
her uiK:le'& ambition^ appeared the 
heavieft misfortune that could befall 
her. The vepy means her new goven- 
nefs^ La Baronne de St. Aulaire, took 
t04)erfuade her of the advantage of the 
brilliant fortune dedgned for her^Jcrved 
only to excite her averfion ; for it was 
frond thence Ihe learned that the Mar- 
quis was one of the court favourites, a 
p^rfecutor of the Calvinifts^ and par- 
ticularly devoted toahe Queen Mother, 
from whom^ even from her earlieft re- 
colledion, Corifande had been, taught 
that all the calamities of France had 
arifen^ calamities in which her own 
fisitnily had been fo fatally involved.-r- 
The leffons (he had received in the 
convent had fo little anfwered the pur- 
pofe for which they were given, that 
her difguft, though it was neceflary to. 
conceal it^ had greatly iacreafed. The 

images- 



r 
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images of her mbther, her lifter, and 
her infant brother, had never a moment 
been abfent from her thoughts ; and her 
father, who had either perilhed as they 
had dorte, or lived in poverty and exile, 
feemed to be continually near her, ex- 
horting her to remember him, and never 
to give the deftroyers of his family a title 
to his property. Of the Marquis de 
Champignac, therefore, fhe thought not 
T^erely with ditlike, but' abhorrence. 
Yet knowing too well how little (he bad 
to hope from remonftrancc or entreaty > 
with the perfOfns in whofe power flic was, 
fhe tried to reprefs the utterance of 
femiments which tortured her heart ; and 
to the elaborate difcourfesof La Baronne 
de St. Aulaire (he anfwered only, with 
coldnefs and indifference: but, when 
night releaPed her from thofe painful 
convetfatipns^ (he looked arou^nd her 
for fome means to eftape from the mifery 
with which (he was threatened, and 

which 
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which in fo (korjt a time fifould bct:pr»i$ 
irremediable. . , »> , /. .i ; , . 

Prepar^tiop^ were alricady m^kWng, af 
Montrijchard for ,the j^ic^puoa 9f; the 
Yidame de Boifds^phln.; ari^cl^ the yS>9Rg 
and ambiiipU3 |)!ifL(Jiegi|-opip \vfhq ,wa»: to 
be its future lQi*d. All tUe damages 
occafioned by plunder and ncgU6|. were 
repaired ; ! .new fqrni ture^pE the ; mod 
fpleddidkifid^t^f^rjbe, manner of thpfe 
times> was fent ffora ;Paris ;ieinji fp Ijttlc 
doubt did xhe proj^Qars of this anioa 
fecm to entertain ;Qfiis taking place> 

that inifome^qf jth^v/ric.h a^^^"^^ ^^^ arra^ 
of de Champigniic we^e intQr\noven.ia 
goldand cplpurs with tbpft of Cprifande^ 
as heii^fs of the hopfe of Beiuvillifers ; 
and hiisiimottx) ai)d dc^yice*, lyWch were 
extren\e!y olient^tiousy^were, difpUyed 

• ■ ■ ; ' ■ ■'? 5" ■ : T' " <A . , ..' ■ 
: ^ That which wais ;afterw;apJs taken bjr Foyque^, . 
iatipxej^pf Louis ^hei4thr-a fquirrel aicend,- 
ing a pine tree, and the motto,. <'- Qu^.non afcen^ 
dem ?*• 



on 
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en various parts of the ornaments. This 
was fo far from being- ihought prefump- 
tuoiifS or pctraordinary, tliat the Baronefs 
cje St* Aul«)ire took the tr^Dubl^ to ,ex^ 
plain the ipeaning of. this fenteiice, 
and occasGpn from thence to begin a 
very elabo^rate.eulogiiini on the merit* 
sjtid birilliat>t profpe^s.of thb fortumitc 
favourite of tnonarchs, and whom » 
monarch had named as, the bofbfind of 
the ftill more fortunate Corifande de 
BeauvHliers. 

Corifande de Beauvilliers, however, 
was not' da^zzled by all thefe gaudy 
r^refeptations J nor was (he perfuaded 
by the elpquehce of the lady : -but, ifi 
proportion as fhe found thefe people 
were abfolutely. rcfolved ^to .^^ifpofe 
of her M^ithojut ono inquiry \yhetherfl^e 
was or was not .^vQrfe to thenraaitKev, 
bad chpfeuj^ h^rideterminatiion tOjrpje£|f 
him gppecj ftrc^ngth- Yet, hqvf (Could 
Ihieefcape the tpils in which deftiny had 
entangled her? Tli|-oi|g^hout the, hopfe. 
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where once every one was humbljr 
folicitous to ferv€ her father, fhe faw 
not one face that exprefled compaffion 
or afFe6lion for her. ^ Nominally an 
heirefs, and miftrefs of the domain, Ihe 
was in reality a flave; and under her 
prefent circumftance (he was tempted to 
envy every peafant girl whom (be heard 
finging at a diftance among the vine- 
yards; and afiSfttng the vignerops in their 
now commencing labours of the vin- 
tage. 

Corifande, even at fo early an age, 
had fomething like judgment : her mind 
was not indeed matured, but the im- 
preffions (he had received fronn her 
father's precepts were indelible; and, 
aidc;d by an underftanding naturally 
ftrong'and clear, thefe early leffons had 
qualified her to rejeft the fables of fu- 
perilition, and contend with the frip- 
pery of hypocritical fophiftry. Though 
yet a child in years, flie very properly 
confidered, that, if Ihe was old enough 

to 
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to make an indiObluble engagement^ 
and to' pronounce voWs the mod folenin 
and binding that can be impofed by 
focial laws; fhc Was certainly old enough 
to have a will of her own, and to aft 
as that will direfted. Corifande there» 
foce determined', that, if her father was 
livings (and it was known he was fo not 
many months before, though a report 
had fince obtained of his death,) he alone 
was the arbiter of her fate. If he was 
indeexl no more, flie was refolved that 
no power, however tremendous it might 
be reprefented, fhoUld dilate to A^r, 
into whofe hands (he (hould give the 
patrimoi^ ftie had inheirited by fo many 
loifes, together with her freedom and 
herfelf. ' 

To exprefs thefe fentiments, however, 
according to the natural opennefs of 
her temper, would, Ihc knew, be to 
hazard every chance of ading as they 
dictated* Madame de St. Aulaire had 
*iot the remoteft fufpicion that fuch a^ 
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xp^re chilcjr co-uld have any pmnioiaL or . 
choice. She had oUier affi^il^ ^)attiepd 
to, for fhe was decidedly a woYpan of 
intrigue; and nothing doubting but that 
Corifand^ w^s juft fueb a girl as tyrer^ty 

ptber girls wjip had b^en, married' ^^^ 
oiit being confulted^ and ; ftich as Jkt 
iwas at that age;her,felf, (hefa^w no^ne-. 
celfity for particular, vigiUnjcq. Cpri- 
fande was thereforiC, during i^^any hours 
of the' day, fuffer^d to amufe. herfelf , as 
ihjQ would; the JBaronefs little kpaginir]^, 
that^. far from enjoying the idea of hqr 
future? confequeiice, and gs^zing with 
childifli delight on the fineries of which 
%p W4S to, bQ miftre;fsi. the Qi>jeas 
th^t r occupied [the time > and thQughts 
of Corifande were, how (he ♦fhould 
comiivunicate t^ her father, if he was 
yet alive, if oot, tp her father's friends, 
her i^refefMi fituation, s^j^d* how fhe might 
«(<^p^ froHi it^i * ;"-} • . 

Hardly a fortnight remained to n>aj^ 
. attempts, : \v^ the -luc<;efs or failure <?f 

. which 
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^hicft4ief iiippirrers W mifery iwa» To 
iAisicply inv(ilv6d^ Hoiir aftepifeoiur the 
almct defpairifng C(>rifande Wanidered 
over the Caftle of her anceftors, wi(h^ 
ing rather thit its andent butdements 
might fall tfp6rt^and cru(H her, than that 
iflie (hould th^rebfe connp^led to enter 
into engagements from which' ; Her . foul 
-recdfed. ftiotir after bouV (he fat at 
one of Vhe'g#eat vrindoWs] and, Ml^tchiog 
the autuiiinai* clouds, and fancying ihey 
bailed towai'ds the • weftern coaft of 
France, indulgefd the day dream that 
told hcTi her father naight mark thofe 
very cloUds, unconftibus thai'they had 
pafled dver the hJ^ad of his mi&rablfe 
and defolate daughter. 

It M^as not however in the nature of 
Corifande; to wafte that time in feeble 
and fruitFefs repining which might with 
ahy-li6JE)e--of Tticcfe'fs ^be dedieawd 'to 
a^itSh. 'Heir ' tho6ght« ^ irtoeffantly in 
Cbai-di lof the tnean^bf teitluff hesfrin^ of 
-the fatt of th« GdUnt deiBeauvillicrs, 
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and of putting herfelfy if be yet was 
aKve, under his protedion* flie at length 
recoileded Donat Bienne, who alone 
remained of her father's former fervants. 
The manners aiid look of this man, in 
the few times (he had had occafion to 
fee him, feemed to be altogether uplike 
thofe of the people who had been placed 
here by the Vidame de Boifdauphin. 
He did not refide in the Caftle, but 
in a lodge without the lad fofie ; for 
k was regularly and ftrongly fortified, 
as all hotrfes of noblemen were at that 
period in France. Corifande deter- 
mined .to fpeak to this man ; and that 
dier going without the walls might not 
appear fudden or iingular, ihe accuf- 
tomed berfelf for fome d^y^ to walk 
into 'the avenues of high tree^ which 
on three fides furrounded it. At laft 
-.an opportunity occurred of .entering the 
4odge where Donat refided. She bpgan 
a converfation with his wife, to whom 
ihe made fome trifling prefemi ca- 

reffed 
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reffcd his children, and infenfibly drew 
him'i nto talking of paft times. 

*' Every thing you do. Madam," 
faid^he, ^* ev-ery thing you fay, puts me 
in mind of-riny lady, the Countefs: — 
bleffed be her foul ! But (he is blcfled — 
fhe is in heaven, God grant, dear 
young lady, that you may be as happy 
with the fine young Lord they are going 
to give us for a mafler, "as fhe was 
with our 4ate Seigneur, your father! 
. For,neveTwer^ better people J nor, bating 
the lofs of their little ones, that died 
three orfour of them quite in their cradle, 
never, I think, were people happier; 
and would have been to this hour, if 

it had not been for-: B^^ what 

fignifies making lamentation over the 
paft ?— What is^ is — and " 

Donat was proceeding in this ftyle, 
when Corifande, fummoning all her re- 
folution, afked him if he would con- 
vince her that the memory of his former 
Lord and Lady were 4ear to him, by 

Vol. IIL E \.x^vc\^ 
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» 

trying to obtaiti for her (bme informa- 
tion of her father ? 

The wife of Donal was out of the 
Toofn at this moment, or Corifande 
would not have hazarded the queftion, 
having heard fhat her influence over her 
hufbanfl had prevented his a£ling as 
others had done who were of the Cal- 
vinift perfuafion. The woman returned 
fo immediately, that Donat could not 
reply: but Corifande thought fhe un- 
derftood the meaning of his looks; and, 
leaving the lodge to walk in the avenue 
of lime trees, he foUowed her._ 

It was then thal^ putting every hope . 
to the hazard, Corifande declared to 
-this old fervant her utter avcrfion to 
the marriage that was intended,, and her 
determination to fubmit to 6very incon- 
venience rather than fuffer it to be 
concluded. The native good fenfe of 
the man to whom fhe fpoke, made him 
perceive that the perforis who affumed 
the power of difpofing of her could 

have 
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have ' no right to do fo, founded in 
either reafon or nature. He believed 
the Count himfelf to be ftill alive ; and 
though he had, partly through fear of 
the violence exercifed towards Hugo- 
nots, and partly from a dcfire 16 live 
in peace with his wife, fubmitted to 
difSmulate, that he might continue in 
his humble home ; his heart, naturally 
upright, continually reproached him 
with dereli£libn of his benefadlor, and 
iogratitude unworthy of one wbo called 
himfelf ar> honeft man. 

Every fentiment which for quietnefs 
fake he had ftudied to lull afleep_ was 
aroufed by this d\rt€t application. The 
confequences were no longer prefent to 
him, and he eagerly inquired what he 
could do to prove his zeal and attach- 
nment. 

*' I would afk you, my good Donat, 
to make yourfelf inquiries a$ to m^ 
father ; but my fpirits fhrink in dread 
from the knowledge^ that a few da.^% 
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only will decide my fate. Oh ! if he 
. does but live— if I could but be furc 
of it, I would fly to him — I would take 
flielter with him againft this cruel op- 
preflion— I would joyfully fhare the 
huml)left fortune.? A Aidden thought 
then occurred to her. " Donat/' cried 
fhe, after a moment's paufe, «* would 
it be impoffible for me to reach Rochelle, 
where there is every reafon to believe 
my father, if he yet lives, is now Ihut 
up ? Could you not find me a drefs— 
the drefs of apeafant boy perhaps would 
be the mpft fecure — in which I could 
efcape from this prifon, where I am fo 
foon to be forced into the power of a 
man I do not know and cannot love?" 
Donat hefitated, and feemed to tremble 
at fo hazardous an experiment. Cori- 
fande read his thoughts, and faid, '• Fear 
nothing for yourfelf, my friend; it never 
fhall be known how I obtained the 
means of elopement. I do not afk you to j 
accompany me in my flight ; I would j 

not I 

I 
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not rifk your fafety, or injure you hi 
your fituation^ I will take nothing 
with me but'a kw trifles of my mother*^s. 
It is my Fortune thefe people want; and 
if they find themfelves pofiTefl'ed of that^ 
they will be glad to believe I am loft 
to the world for ever. Why^ fince I am 
willing to refign that to them, Ihould / 
be perfonally their viftim ?— Donat," 
added flie with increafed fpirit, " / 
never will : — fuch is my* abhorrence of 
the Marquis de Champignac^ and fo 
firm my determination never to be in 
his power, that I will efcape from it^ 
even though the grave be the only 
alternative. Decide therefore at once. 
Will you ferve me? — The time may 
come when your ancient matter may 
affift me to (how my gratitude.'* 

Donat was awed by the refolute man- 
ner of.aperfon fo young; and confidering 
that what fhe required might be exe-* 
cuted without the kno\yledge of his wife, 
>ndwith no hazard to himfelf, promifed to 
E 5 ^ A^v 



1 
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fet about it immediately. There cer- 
tainly was no time to be loft, as Corl- 
fande had been informed that, before 
the end of the week, Meffieurs de Boif- 
dauphin and De Champignac \yere to 
arrive. . ' 

But Donat had hardly given^ this 
promife before he repented of it ; .not 
on his owR accou-nt, but fi;om the dan- 
gers which a little refleQion made him 
perceive his yoOng. lady would be liable 
10 in the execution of her fcheme. How 
could a perfon fo young, fo little ac- 
cuftomed to fatigue, undertake a jour- 
ney of above thirty leagues, through a 
country the feat of civil war, and 
crowded with foldiers of two parties, 
from either of whom fhe would J)e in 
almoft equal danger, whatever appear- 
ance Ihe might affume? The Swifs 
tonfidered the projeft and his promife ^ 
with difmay; but ftill the' opinjo^ns 
which he had adopted at the earlieft 
period of his life; his fecret though 

undeclared 
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undeclared abhorrence of the Queen 
Mother, and his wifli to ferve and 
oblige Corifande, combined to perfiiade 
him that he ought to procure her the 
means of flying from her prifon and 
her perfecutors. 

It was not difficult for him to provide 
at a neighbouring town the drefs of a 
peafant boy ; and the next evening after 
their converfaiion, Corifande found 
herfelf fupplied with all that was nc- 
ccffary for her difguife. Her refolu- 
tion was redoubled, inftead of failing, as 
the hour approached when fhe hoped 
to cfcape; and it coft her no effort 
to refufe the offer Donat made of ac- 
companying her, being well affured that 
the poor fellow, whofe zeal was greater 
than his courage, dared not rifk the 
anger of his wife, and that, far from his 
attendance fecuring her fafety, it would 
have directed the purfuit : all, therefore, 
Ihe required of him beyond the fervice 
E 4 he 
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Ke bad already done her was, to fecure 
her leaving the Caftle without molefta* 
lion ; and that he happily efFeftcd. 

Corifande, a little pacquet tied to a 
walkingi.ftlck on her -^(houlder, and 
equipped like the fon of a vigneron, or 
labourer, found herfelf alone at an hour 
of the evening when fhe had never beea 
out before, unlefs protected by the re- 
tinue which at that period attended th^ ^ 
families of noblemen ; and, looking 
behind her, the Caftfe was no longer 
vifible, and the fbotfteps of Donat no 
longer heard. All the dread with which 
the' Marquis de Chanapignac and her 
tincle infpired her on one hand, and, 
'on the other,, that ardent defire (he had 
to find her father, were hardly fufficient 
tofupport her courage. Proceeding, how- 
ever, unmolefted on the road, or rather 
path Donat had direfted her, flie hoped 
to reach before night-fall a houfe 
where he told her a woman lived, who, 

on 
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On believing "fhe came from him, and 
was the fon of feme neighbouring pea- 
fant whom he had fent on a meflage to 
Amboife, would not only receive her 
for the night, but fend a boy to con- 
duft her on her way the next day to 
another perfon, a countryman of his, 
for whom he gave Corifande a letter, 
defiring him tp aflift the lad who would 
deliver it with the means of paffing fafely 
to Amboife. 

But, of attaining the firft afylum, the . 
lucklefs Corifande was unhappily dif- 
appointed: either the diredions given= 
by Donat were not clear, or fhe mif- 
underftood them ; fo that^ inftead of 
taking a path which' cut acrofs the cor-^' 
ner of a wood, and would have brought 
her to an obfcure hamlet, at hardly a^ 
league and a half from Montrichard,. 
flie found herfelf wandering further and 
further into an extenfive foreft, which,' 
like many ofthofe then in France, over- 
E 5 fhadowed* 
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Ihadowed twenty leagues of country. 
Corifande, foon bewildered among the 
darkening boughs, would have returned 
by the path through which fhe entered it ; 
but her attempt to do fo ferved bnly 
to lead her into another quarter of this 
extenlive wpodland. 

The^apprehenfion of wolves, and of 
bears, which infefted thefe great woods; 
the dread of parties of foldiers, who, 
often difperling in difcontent for want 
of pay, lurked about, and fubfifted on 
plunder, were almoft equally terrific to 
the imagination of Corifande. She felt 
at once the danger and the impoffibility 
of avoiding it ; biit, of a peculiar and 
ftrong charafter, this very yoking 
woman poffe^Ted, even at that moment, 
the. power of comparing the long-con- 
tinued wretchednefs which awaited her 
fliould fhe return, (admitting that to 
return was ftill in her power), with the 
tranfient fuffering of perifliing by the 
X ferocious 

i 



K 



THB STORY OF CORISANDE. ^5 

ferocious animals of the defert j and fhe 
5vas able to decide, that to die would be 
the lead evil of the two. 

The idea of falling into the iiands of 
men who lived on rapine, was, however, 
infinitely painful. Yet, fhe appeared 
like, a village boy of eleven or twelve 
years old ; and fuch an appearance was, 

- even at that halfrcivil ized period, a 
proteQion. . Though autiin>n, was al- 
ready far advanced, y^t in the fouthern 
provinces of France there is little to 
apprehend from the inclemency of the 
weather, and even at that feafon of the 
year, there are none of thofe heavy 
dews which fall in the more northera 
countries. Corifande, therefore, quite 
exhaufted by the hopelefs attempt ta 
fin^her way out of the wood, fat dowrv 
on the high mofs-clad roots of an old 
beech, which^fprmed a kind of featt 

, but, too uneafy to fleep, fhe could only 
recline her weary limbs againft the bole 
of the tree, and, recommending h^^iCtiC 
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to the proteQion of Heaven, determinetl 
o wait with as mu<:h patience and refo- 
lution as fhe could the dawn of day. 

It was not yet quite dark where the 
trees were not thick, and where many 
had loft their leaves, and the night was 
perfectly calm ; fcarce a leaf trembled 
in the light air, and neither man nor 
beaft feemed to be abroad. 

Soothed by this tranquil paufe, Cori- 
fande recovered her breath and fpirils : 
leaning her head on her hands, her arms 
fupported by her knees, {he looked 
fteadily forward, and, after awhile, ima- ^ 
gined {he perceived that there were only 
a few trees between her and a more open 
fpace, and that perhaps {he was al ready- 
on the outfkirts of the wood. She fprang 
forward in this hope, and found her- 
felf in an almoft circular glade ; for 
thefe e;xten{ive forefts ferved higher 
ranks of men as hutiting-grounds,, and 
in many of them avenues and receffes 
ivere cut, for the purpofe of purfuing 
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fliooting the Vild boars, foxes, and 
wolves. Such a place, and where her 
father himfelf bad often '^ pitched his 
tent and direfted his vaffals to affemble^ 
was that, on the long coarfe grafs of 
which Corifande now trod. But fhe 
immediately" jTerceived what it was, and 
that ftill the trees every way.furrounded 
her. She was about to retreat again to 
her mofly feat, when her eyes^ were 
attradled by an objeft, which appeared 
to move on the oppofite fide of the 
kwn. Alarmed, though without any 
conjeQure as to what this objeQ was^ 
(he continued to gaze on it. Some- 
times it appeared ftationary, and againr 
feeraed to change its pofition, and even 
to approach her. Corifande retired 
among the trees, but, as. if falcinatedj 
could not remove her eyes from this 
Angular appearance. At length fhe 
thought it refembled a human being ; 
and then, as (lowly the figure approached 
acrofs the open fpace, her doubts wex^ 
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removed by certainty ; and from the 
height and drefs, as it appeared through 
the doubtful gloom, (he believed it to 
be either a woman or a prieft, and her 
fekrs in fome degree abated^ 

But, to whatever dcfcription of perfons 
this my llerious appearance belonged, 
Corifande had very little inclination to 
become to him or her an obje£l of 
notice. She crept back, therefore, 
flowly, among the trees, but ftill with- 
out lofing fight of the objeft of her 
apprehenfion, which had now croffed 
the glade, and^ coming direfily towards 
the place where fhe was concealed, took 
poffeffion of the feat, formed by the 
grotefque roots of the old beech tree, 
where Corifande had juft before repofed. 
She now diftinguiftied a tall woman, 
not in a peafant's drefs — but that was all 
the increafing gloom allowed her to 
afcertain. That fuch a perfon ihould^ 
like herfelf, be wandering alone in fuch 
a place, and at fuch an hour, feemed 

very 
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very ftrange. Many conjeftures paffed 
jhrough the mind of Corifande; but. 
ihe was too little acquainted with the 
cuftoms of the world to fprm any that 
could fatisfaSorily account for fd fin- 
gular a circumftance ; and fear being 
ftill the predominant fenfation, fhe fdt, 
to efFeft a further retreat as quietly as 
flie could was what appeared moft pru- 
dent. 

To do this, however, amid the per- 
fcCi ftillnefs of the night, and fo near a 
perfon as watchful as herfelf, was not 
very eafy • and, no foojier had (he 
cautioufly ftepped on among the fallen 
leaves a few paces, before the perfon 
arofe, and, looking around her, called^ 
in a low voice — " Guifcarde, Guif- 
cardel" — Corifande did not anfwer; 
but the ftranger had already caught a 
glimpfe between the trees of the white 
fraijt fee wore, and which made at that 
time a part even of a peafant's drefs ; 
and with a degree of haftc that feetrvedL 
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to arife partly from fear, this unknown 
perfon came up to the terrified' Cori- 
fande. *^ Who are you ?" (aid (he. 
•* I expe(5l fome of my people hfere. 
What are you waiting for ? and to whom 
do you belong ?** 

The tone and manner in which thefe 
words were delivered, increafed the 
aftonifliment of Corifande, while her 
appreheniions, however, were relieved* 
She coUefiled, courage, therefore to 
anfwer according to the leflbn fhe bad 
received from Donat: ** I am," faid 
ftie, " the foil of a peafant belonging to 
the domain of Montrichard; and being 
fent on a meflage to Amboife, I have 
loft riiy way in the foreft, where I muft' 
wait till morning, for I have tried in^ 
vain to regain it/* 

The voice of Corifande convinced her 
to whom (he fpoke, that it was that of a 
very young perfon ; but it feemed at 
the fame moment that her language was- 
not that of a peafant boy. — " Have 

YPU' 
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you feen any one pafs this wood/* in- 
quired the ftranger, " before you met 
me?'* Corifande anfwered in the ne- 
gative. " How far/* faid the former, 
" is it from hence to Montrichard ? If 
you are a peafant of that neighbour- 
hood^ perhaps you could conduft me 
thither?" 

Corifande trembled at this inquiry, 
and knew not what to reply. •* There 
is no perfon at the Cattle of Mont- 
richard to receive you. Madam,** faid * 
fhe : for, by the air of authority flie 
aflumed, there coiild be no doubt but 
this night wanderer was a perfon of fomc 
confequence. " I know it well," re- 
plied the lady: " had it been otherwife, 
1 (hould have felt no inclination to go 
to it. Your meffage can be delayed : 
I will reward you for your trouble: 
condiift me thither.** 

Corifande recoiled in terror from 
the talk that was thus required pf her ; — 
and who was ' the extraordinary being 
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who, with fo commaitding an air, thought 
herfelf authprized to demand it? 

Corifande had been -ufed herfelf to^ 
command, and flie felt a fingular and by 
nomeansapleafantfenfationin being thus 
conlideredajj one whofe bufinefs it was ta 
obey. Half forgettingtheaffumedcharac- 
ter, which flie had not fufficiently ftu- 
died, ihftead of expreffing any degree 
of readincfs to do a^ fhe was diredted^ 
Corifande faid, ''May t a(k whoii is that 
requires this fervice of me? I have no 
right to introduce any one to the Caftle 
of Montrichard i if I had, rt could not 
be one of whom I know nothing, and 
whom I meet under fingular circum- 
fiances/* , 

" You afk," replied the ftranger in 
a firm yet altered tone of vpice, " who 
it is that requires of you this fervice — * 
Know then, that you fpeak to Margaret 
de Valois, Princefs of France, and 
Queen of Navarre.'* 

** To MargarQt of Valois V* repeated 

Corifaadei 
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Coriftnde ; " to the Queen of Navarre ! 
Is it really poffible ?" 

** Are you yourfelf what you feem to 
be ?" faid the Queen : " I fufpeO: that 
you are not a peafant boy. It is ma- 
terial to me to know what you are : by 
concealing the truth you will injure 
yourfelf, . but you cannot deceive itie.'* 

Corifande had heard of this Princefs, 
chiefly as having been married againft 
her inclination to the King of Navarre 
—-as being warmly attached to the Ca** 
tholic religion, yet of fo generous and 
humane a temper, that fhe had pro- 
tected feveral Hugonots whom her 
mother and her brothers had doomed to 
deftruftion. She refo'lvcd at once to 
truft her with the truth of her - own 
fituationj and, without giving herfelf 
time^^to confider the confequences, 
declared, in a few refpeQfuI words, 
who Ihe was, and why fhe had left, in 
fuch a ciifguife, the abode of her an- 

-ceftors^ 
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ceftors, of which ftie was nominally the 
miflrefs; adding, that; in the perfuafion 
her father was yet living, (he had de- 
termined to attempt reaching Rochelle 
in order to put herfelf into his pro* 
teQion. 

Margaret, however, with all her per- 
fonal errors, and though her under- 
ftanding was occafionally obfcured by 
fartaticifm and her integrity warped, 
by Italian politics, had really an elevated 
mind, and a'^generous heart. She was 
charmed with that fpirit and refolution' 
in a perfon fo young; at a more ad- 
vanced age, (he had exerted herfelf ia 
vain to avoid a marriage (he de-» 
tefted ; and, in addition to the favour- 
able impreflion this circumftance gave 
her of the charaEler of Corifand^, fhe 
became immediately interefted in her 
favour, on learning that it was theMar- 
quis de Champignac from whom fee 
was flying. Among all thofe of her 

brothe^'&^ 
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tjrother's unworthy favourites, who had 
at different times difgufted and offended 
her, there was none fo obnoxious to 
her as he was; and it was owing to 
fome new diffenfion between her and 
the King her brother, which De Cham- 
pignac had fomented, that fhe was at this 
time endeavouring to conceal herfelf at a 
diftance from Paris. This coincidence 
determined her at once' to efpoufe the 
caufe of the young wanderer, and, how- 
ever unprote&ed and deftitute herfelf 
at that moment, to take under her care 
one who was, like her, perfecuted and 
oppreCfed. 

* However amiable the charadler of Henry of 
Navarre, afterwards Henry the Fourth "of France, 
(and the firft King of the Houfe of Bourbon) and 
however pleating his perfon might be to others, 
Margaret had a decided diilike to him 3 and it is 
but candid to believe, that many of the irregularities 
of her life arofe from being compelled to marry 
him, while her heart was devoted to the Duke 
of Guife. 
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Whoever has read the various hif- 
tories in which mention i& made of this 
extraordinary wohian^ will not hefitate 
to fay, that none af the evils Corifande 
was likely to encounter, was, in its 
probable confequences, more to be 
dreaded than this ftrange meeting, Blit 
Corifande herfelf, to whom the real 
charafter of the Queen was not known, 
and who had never comtefnplated her but 
by fuch mediums as the Great in every 
age are feen through, felt herfelf at 
once relieved from all her apprehen- 
fions. Whatever tranfient eftrangement 
there might be between the various 
members of the royal family, Corifande 
imagined, thai to be ' protefted by one 
of them was fufficient to fecure her 
from any conftraint that her uncle wiflied 
to put upon her; and fhe profefled, 
with all the native eloquence and warmth 
of her charafter, the livelieft gratitude 
for the generous intentions of the Queen, 
and the joy Ihe fhould feel in being 

confidered 
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iconfidered as worthy her majefty's no- 
tice. Total darknefs, however, fur- 
rounded them while they were thus in 
converfatibn. The attendant whom the 
Queen expefted came not; and every 
intention of feekingthe (helter of Mont- 
richard being given up, not only as 
impoflible to be accomplifhed ,that 
night, but as likely to .be fatal to them 
both, it became time to confider whether 
they fhould pafs the night where they 
were, or make an attempt to feek a 
proper ^fyluuK Margaret feemed to 
find great comfort, even in having fome 
one to hear hei* while fhe expreffed her 
vmeafinefs and anxiety that Guifcarde 
did not appear. " What can have hap- 
pened to hina ?*' faid fhe ; "and where- 
fore is it that he does not keep his ap- 
pointment? He could hardly mifs the 
place to which he himfelf conduQed me 
fo few hours fince, while he went to 
fetch ope of my women, who was to 
join ra^ at Arnibelle, where I had 
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waited for her till my ftay was no longer 
fafe there. What can poffibly have be- 
come of her and of Guifcarde ?*' Cori- 
fande underftood that Guifcarde. was 
a page, to whom alone fhe had entrufted 
the fecret of her intended flight j and 
the increafing folicitude with which fhe 
fpoke of him as the time wore away, 
appeared to Corifande to be a proof of 
that fenftbility and goodnefs of heart 
^ for which fhe had heard the Queen of 
Navarre fo honoured and praifed. 

Encouraged by having fo illuflrious a' 
companion in her misfortunes, the pre- 
fent inconvenience of paffing the night, 
according to the French phrafe, d la 
belle etoile, was a matter of little concern 
to Corifande; but towards what was to 
happen on the morrow fhe did not 
look with fo much tranquillity. It was 
jpoflible that, whatever were the fenti- 
ments of the Queen, her attendants, 
from whom fhe was now feparated only 
by accident or miflake, might be cori- 

hefted 
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itefted eiiHcr with De Champignac o* 
wih her unole ; and^ if he^r difguife Mnas> 
underiloodi it vw« bfft too likely thsrt^ 
flte might be bettayed inta their power. 
This was' not, howev-efi ^ ^^n^e ta f^afc- 
oP feaT^ and-' ddul^tt .to this new pto^ 
'tefttefe ; it was more neceffary to e«n-i. 
dcavoar to cowerliate her fivour^ as the 
beii defence againflr whatever might ber 
attempted by the pariies fhe hadreafoiv 
to fear. 

Margaret foorv forgot every iimwedla*© 
<:attfe off alarm, and every inconvefii- 
ence (he experienced^ fave only what 
arofe from her folicitude about lier 
page. ** Guifcarde, Guifcardft/' .wa« 
ftili repeated,, with a degree of intereft 
andanxieiy likely to perfaadfc Corifandc, 
that (lie, who in fo exalted a rank 
could To warmly and goneroufly. feel for 
one of. her pages, niuft certainly be the 
lindeft and moll corvfidcrale miftrefs in 
th;^ world. 

This obfervatioft, arwl fome others 
Vou III.- F xJe^-^v 
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that flie made in the courfc of th« 
converfation, at length encouraged Cori- 
fande to fpeak of her apprehenfions, 
and to entreat of the Queen that fhe 
might pafs for a village boy, whom her 
majefty had retained as a menial fervant. 
The day by this time dawned, and 
Margaret had an opportunity of diftin- 
guifhing the form and features of the 
young wanderer, with which fhe feemed 
extremely ftruck. " A menial fervant!" 
faid ihe, fmilihg archly : ** my dear 
girl, whoever fees you will eafily detedt 
the fallacy of fuch an affertion. No, 
Corifande: if to be known as a woman 
will be attended with all the danger you 
forefee, you muft pafs %t prefent for 
my page. I know not how Guifcarde 
will like fuch an aflbciate ; but certainly 
La Moue and f^hiljipine cannot objefl; ^ 
to you. I fhall only be afraid for the 
hearts of thofe poor girls." 

Corifande was unufed to be fpoken 
to by any but domeftics, who, except 

her . 
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Iter own maid, had feldom prefumed to 
hint to her the perfonal advantages Qie 
fo eminently poflefled, and the lan- 
guage (he now heard aftoniftied and 
coniFufed her. But her iiluftrious com- 
panion, as the morning advanced, fpoke 
in renewed alarm of the continued 
abfence of Guifcarde. ** Whither,** 
faid fhfi, *^ can he be ^one ? What at- - 
cident can have detained him ? I can 
hardly believe he loft his way, fince he 
affured me that, having from his in* 
fancy been accuftomed to hunt in tliefe 
woods, he knew every avenue and lawn 
throughout their whole extent/* Cha- 
grin and anxiety then obfcured the ex- 
traordinary beauty of a countenance, 
which, though waht of reft and fatigue % 
muft have diminiftied Tome of its at- 
traflions, appeared to Corifande to be 
almoft fuperhuman. 

\ The Queen began to confult with her 
jfQung protegee as to their proceedings, 
•* Whither can we go?** faidfe^ ; ** ^.xA 
F 2' ^\\«t 
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where are w€ fecure ? In quitting this 
concealmetit, even if hunger would 
permit us to ftay in it, fhall we not be 
Jiable to meet thofe whom we moft wifh 
tQ avoid? And if after we are gone: 
Guifcarde comes^ a«s he promifed,; to 
cohduQ me to -a place wherfe La Moue., 
and Phillipine are attending till I ap- 
pear, he will never find me ; andj per- 
haps— ———Hark ! was not that the cry 
of a hound? Did I not hear the voice 
of a, hunter?— Holy faints! it may be 
Guifcarde, or it may be his greateft 

qnemy '* 

Gorifande liftenedct'o thefe and other 
fuch exclamations; with mingled wjonder 
and fear; and, as* ih^ biabeld the talt 
majellic figure of the Qt^een movJnjf 
with fo much grace in this wild wood^ 
(for they now traverfed the glade tc^. 
gether) ftie could harctty help imagining: 
' that the whole fcepe was a, dream ; and 
fli'e retraced all that had happened, to 
oecafion her leaving MoBtrjichard, ta 

convince 
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convirtce herfelf fhe was awake and in 
her fenfes. Both ber royal companion 
and herfelf became, however, more and 
more uneafy as noon approached ; and 
the faintnefs of hunger was added to the 
dread of being found* by fome of the 
perfons whom they both defired to 
;avoid. The hunters had certainly been 
hesrrd more than once ; and now again 
the horn and the noife of cheering tb« 
hounds were repeated by the echo*. 
jEvery moment the two wanderers exw 
lifted to fee the hunters, or their at- 
tendants ; and, though thefe men might 
laot know them, the ^ueen was fare 
Jier appearance ^ould excite curio&ty, 
iMhich would probably^ lead to a dif- 
Govery : yet, to retreat among the 
thicker (hades would be ufekfs • for 
lihofe deep receffes were probably the 
refoi^t of the game of which the fportfmift 
were in fearch. 

After two or three (hort and disjointed 
confultations, they determined to take 
E 3 ^€\x^ 
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their chance of efcaping ffom this wiU 
dernefs of boughs, by purfuing tl>e mod 
obvious path in the contrary direftion 
to that part of the wood where they 
heard thefe voices, and, if they were' 
once difentangled from among the trees, 
to a£k' their' way to Amboife. They 
were neither of th^m deftitute of money; 
and Margaret had imagined a (lory by 
which (he fuppofed (he .might un- 
qqeftioned obtain refreflimcnts at fome 
obfcure hamlet, where the ignorant 
peafants would form no idea of her 
rank, and that (he could from them 
procure a better difguife ; for the drefs 
flie now wore, though not fumptuous, 
was very unfuitable to the charader of 
a pilgrim, which fliQ intended to affume; 
while Corifande was to pafs ^s a young 
brother of hers, whom her parents had 
fent to accompany her in her pious 
journey. Amidft all the doubts fhc 
entertained of her fafety, and the fatigue 
and hardfhip (he was already expoCcd 

to. 



f 
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to, the Queen, as Corifande thought, 
felt fomething like pleafure in the pro- 
pofed metamorphofis, which was to 
reduce her for a while to a level with 
the humbleft of her brother's fabjeSs, 
and fhow her bow thofe lived from 
whom her rank had placed her at an 
hnmeafiirable diftance. 

Guiftrarde, however, amidft all thefe 
proj[e£ls was never for a moment for*. 
'gotten; and various were the xon- 
je3ures with which Margaret amufed, 
or rather agitated, her mind, as flowly 
they proceeded. The defultory dia* 
logue/ or monologue, thus carried on, 
as the Queen either difcuffed with Cori- 
fande, or murmured to herfelf, her fears 
for the fafety of her page, >iras fuddenly 
Interrupted by the appearance of feveral 
chafleurs^ who 1)roke through the 
thickeft of the wood, and, eager iri 
purfuit of their game, paffed on. But 
thefe v;ere prefently followed by the ' 
nobleman to whom they belonged^ He 

F 4. Nfl-^V 
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ivas pafBng as rapidly as the reft; wherr 
perceiving Margaret, who could not 
^fcape from his obfervation, he ftqppecj» 
^nd, i approaching h^r wiib 3n air which 
left nodp^bt-of her being J^nown, int. 
^gviiped in an .acccn^t of wonder, yet 
rwith every appearance of refpeft, what 
could have brought,her tnajefty at iucb 
a time, withoilt att^adaats,; to :ihat 
j^lace? . . * 'I 

Margaret reQOv^refdinftantly from her 
confufipn, on perceiving that the perfon 
,)vho fpoke was the Ba4X)n dlHerault^ 
one of her friends. She gave him. her 
-band, as a,n order to rife from the half- 
j&nqelii^g .ppfture^ into whieh he had 
ihro^wnhi^ifelf, and wiih mingled dig- 
ni^ ?in4 .g<^od humour faid — '* Have 
j;qu been fo long then from Fontaine- 
bkau that ,you are aftonifhed at meeting 
^)c a.t,a diftance from it ?^* 

-Coritande did not hear the anfwer ; 
for the Barpn,. givii)g his >horfe to one 
qf the .»jsn in attendance^ walked re,, 

fpeafully. 
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ndpeafiillv, and with his hunting-cap 
in his hand, by the fide of the Queen, 
who continiied tofpeak to him in a low 
voice. After a little time, during 
which the Baroia feemed to be humbly 
rcmonftrating, or rather entreating, 
Margaret ^ppe^ired to have taken her 
refolution ; and, turning to Gorifandr, 
" Seraphin/' faid fhei ** I am going to 
XDhateau-bri^nncf — do you follow me/* 

Gortfande dared not oppofe this re* 
Iblution^ however fatal it might everrt- 
ually prove to herfelf. Two horfes 
were brought. Margaret refolutely 
mounted one of them, and Corifande, 
however a wkward'y> contrived to place 
terfelf on the other; aftd^ attended by 
feveral of the hunters whom their lord 
had fummoned, they were Toon out of 
the wood, and the Barcwi d'Herault 
Jeading the way conduded them to hi« 
houfe. 

The peafant boy, whom Margarei 
had repreiemed as one Ihe had met vvviv 

F 5 \^^ 



98 THE SOLITARY WANDEHER. 

in a village and taken to attend uponiier, 
failed not to cxeite fome curiofity. 

^The' Baron had at firft imagined this 
was fome new favourite; for the Queen's 
gallantries were well known, nor did 
Ihe take much pains to conceal them t 
but there was fomeihing in^ the manner 
of her fpeaking of her page, that aftept 
wards made him think he was mif- 
taken; and when he looked at Cori* 
fende, he was ft ruck wit^h the extreme 
delicacy of her features and eomplexiom 
He obferved her hands, and could not 
for a moment believe they were thofe of 
a young peafant. A c6nje6lure irr- 
ftantly offered itfelf to bis imagination — 
it was a woman, one probably whdfe 
bestuty had attraQed the notice of le 
beau Guifcarde, a very handfome youth, 
who had been for fome time beloved by 
the Queen, and (he was conduQingnhis 

dangerous- rival from the fight of her 
favoured lover. . . 

Yet^ on refleftion, thi« did not appear 

very 
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very probable/ There were many ways 
in the power of the Queen by which 
this niight liave been done with more 
cafe and fecurity ; and when Margaret 
began to relate her uneaGnefs at Guit 
carde's not having overtaken her the 
preceding night at the rendezvous he 
had himfelf pointed out, and within a 
Ihort diftance of which he had left her, 
the Baron^ d'Heraulf was convinced*, 
that though he had not miftaken the fex 
of Seraphini he had not difcoVered the 
reafon why fo lovely a young creature 
fliould in fuch a difguife be wandering 
inihe woods with the Queen of Navarrfe. 
Corifande now entered the offices of 
Chateau-brienne, crowded wiih do- 
meftics''— fome eagerly telling the ex- 

"traordinary adventure that had con- 
cluded their day's hunting, others hu rry-. 
ing to obey the orders their lord had 

.given for the reception of his illuftriou^ 
guclj. She fat down in one of the:' . 
, E 6 . ^affia.^- 
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p^ge rooms/ ©early avcrcdme with 
ffttig\»e-t*jfet not.^Fing to complfiiD, and 
n^t being likely lo obtain attention if 
ibe had. The :place where flie now 
v(as, Hk belie v^ci to :be very near Mofitp 
i^har^.; m\i as ihc muft long fincc 
h?kve he^n Tnifled> it was probable ,a 
fearoh VPttW be nja^e, aipd fhe fhould 
be imrnefdiately difepv.^red ; nor was her 
4?ead of that event jnuch lefs than that 
flie fe^t pf ip^uU i^ the ;fituation 'where 
Ihe «(>w found herfeif. The Q:ifieen 
had already, {be fearedj forgotien he^r : 
how iudefsd was it probable that by 
fucb a perfpn (he (hould he rerocmr 
bered? In wh^ta li^ht then qiuft flie 
ajppear, apd to what difag^eahle and 
even ,djfgracefal coinverfetipn jsnight ihe 
not be expofed ! ♦ 

Such werie ihe diftrefling thought* 
which QQCupied the inind of Corifande,^ 
while her perfonal fufiertngs from want 
vf reft aad food w^^xp almoflL iofupport* 

able, 
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able, when a decent oldifh woman- 
fervant approached, and. looking tit he+ 
a moment with srn expreflion of wonder, 
requefted her to come to a more proper 
place. 

Corifande willingly obeyed. . Her 
conduChrrfs led her to a handfome room, 
near part of the houfe which fhe told 
her was inhabited by the female do- 
mefties of the family ; and, giving her 
to underftand that fee was known to be a 
young woman, faid fhe had orders from ^ 
her lord to treat her in every refpeft as 
a demoijelk. The woman then went 
away to fetch fome refrefhments, which 
Corifande confeffed fhe needed evenr 
to fainting ; and having appeafed her 
hunger, fee was glad to follow the ad- 
vice of her attendant, and retire to a 
good bed, where, in defpite of the 
lingularity of her fituation,^^and of alt 
her anxieties, fleep very foon befriended^ , 

^mmmmmmmmmmmmm 
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WITH the morning returned the 
• confcioufnefs of her fingular and 
perilous fituaiion. She had no means 
of judging what would be the condufl 
of the royal and extraordinary per- 
fonage, into^hofe proteftion and power 
ihe had fallen in fo flrange a mannen 
The motives of the Queen of Navarre 
for her own difappearance from court 
were wholly unknown to Corifande; 
yet an itituitive fenfe of propriety in* 
duced her to fear that fomething niuft 
be wrong when a wonian of her rank 
appeared in a fitaation fo unufual, and 
expofed herfelf to meet fuch adventures 
as that which had occurred the preceding 
morning, when, through all the fern- 
blance. of profound refpeft which the 
Baron d'Herault aflumed, Gorifande 
imagined fhe recollefled a manner, a 
peculiar look, which, however difficult 
to defcribe^ v/as, fhe thought^ incon- 
fiftent with the dreference and awe hc^ 

ought 
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ought to feel towards the Gfter of his 
King. ' ^ 

As there was no doubt but that her fex 
was known, though her name might be 
concealed, Corifande felt an invincible 
repugnance to putting on again the dif- 
guife with which fhe had efcaped from 
Montricha'rd; yet there was no aherna-i 
tive, and her only hope was, that fhe 
might be permitted to remain unnoticed 
in the chamber where fhe had pafled the 
night. 

The Queen of Navarre, however, 
was not unmindful of her young charge i 
and though the Baron d'Herault wa« 
not a married man, it was not found dUf- 
ficult in his houfe to equip Corifande m 
a complete habit fit for her; which was, at 
an early hour of the morning, brought 
to her by the fame woman who had at- 
tended her the night before, together 
with a requeft that (he would come down 
to the room whpre J^/Iargaret was. 

Corifande, as foon as (he was dreflexl^ 
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obeyed this order with fear and trem- 
bling, yet not doubting but that lh« 
Ihould find the Queen alone. On being 
fhown, however, into the ante-room, 
fte found it crowded with pages and 
gentlemen jn waiting, belonging to the 
Baron, whofc looks, expreffive of curi^ 
ofity, and, ftie thought, of licentioufnefs, 
covered her with blufhes. But, one of 
them ftepping forward and opening a 
door, fhe found herfelf in the prefence' 
of the Queen and three or four noble- 
men, whofe eyes were irati^diately fixed 
on her, while the proteftrefs fo recently 
acquired looked at her without fpeak- 
inff, and with an air of doubt whe- 
ther the young woman before her was 
the ruftic page of the preceding day. 
Margaret was^ too good a judge of ex- 
preflion, not to fee that the beauty of 
Corifande ftfuck every one prefent; but,> 
little as (he htid been a'ccuftomed to fee,., 
in her prefence, the charms of another 
fo unequivocally acknowledged, (he ivas 
~ tod 
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too .generous to feel on this account any 
abatement of her kindnefs. ^ Indeed, it 
happened, that, among the perfons who 
furroiinded her, there was not one whofe 
admiration Margaret had at that moment 
any defign to engage. 

Tiie fituation' however of Corifande 
was extremely aneafy ; for, though the 
Queen at leiigthfpoke.kindly tober^ and 
inquired, with aa- appearance of intereft^ 
how^ Ihe found herfelf after her fatigue,; 
the very queftion, while fo many eyes 
were fixed dn her, was extremely dif^ 
treGGng. She knew litde of the etiquette 
ofCpurts; but Ihe comprehended, by the 
air and n>anner of thofe about her^ that^ 
the Queen's rank and her own being 
her« pcrfeClly underftood, ihe was no 
longer to be conGdered otharwife than 
as amorirg her majefty's fervants; as 
one who was not to take a feat in hejr 
prefence; though, from the iittle ftjet 
fold, it feemed as if Corifande was ftiU 
tp 4r€«ain in ber protjeftion. 
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To her, who had always been accuf^ 
tomed to receive from her own fervants 
as mucl) refpe6l as it was now her turn to 
pay, (for, except during her ftay with the 

^ ladies of St. Francis, (he had received 
from every bo(^y arojund her only attcn- 
iion and homage,) fuch feelings wert 
very awkward; lefs however from th« 
novelty of the prefcnt fcene, than from 
her doubts how her painful fufp^nfe 
was to end. 

Retired from the prefence of the 
Queen, many diftreffingfenfationscrowd- 
ed on her mind : it was impoflible for 
a moment to fuppofe, that, h^r flight 

"from Montrichard being known, fhe 
Ihould long be left unmolefted by her 
uncle. The Queen Mother, who had 
(hown fo^ much folicitude for her mar- 
Hagewith De Champignac, would hardly 
de(i(t' from enforcing her commands, 
at the inftancei of Queen Margaret, with 
whom (he was at variance; nor was it 

indeed vi^ry probable that Margaret 

would. 
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yWOuld give herfelf.much trouble on be- 
*half of a young perfon whom accident 
only had thrown in her way, and for 
whom fibe could have no particular pre- 
dileftion. The little cpnfequence her 
majefty feemed to attach to the fccret 
of her flight and dirguife, Corifande 
thought was a proof that (he had nothing 
to expeft, but to be returned into the 
power of her uncle, and immediately 
given to De Champignac. 

Of both her dread was increafed ; for, 
the ftep fhe had taken to efcape from 
their power would only urge them to 
treat her with lefs delicacy and forbear- 
ance whenever they ftiould again refume 
It. 

But, whatever were the apprehenfions 
of Corifande, fhe had now little oppor- 
tunity of explaining them-^for the hours 
j)aired away, and her royal proteftrefe 
feemed again to have forgotten her; 
while thd late interview had fo imprefled 
her with ideas of the diftance between 
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•them, thiat flie had not coiirage diredly 
to apply to her and aCk for a private 
conference. 

Jitjdid'inot appear that flie was wholly 
•forgotten, as the woman who had before 
^ffttended' her brought her dinner, and 
towards evening a meffage, that the 
\Qiwen was going to remove to another 
/part of the country,' her pages and'wo-* 
men having now arrived^ and that het 
majefty expeSed Mademoifelle de Beai^ 
villiers to join them. Gorifande ex- 
rpreffed raatiy fcruples as to the clothes- 
<witih which ihe^had b:een furniihed from 
4he wardrobe of atiother, and which ihe 
•5flras of cotwrfe unwilling xo take; but 
thefe remarks were ended, by an affur* 
aitcethat the Queen had given her com- 
4mamrds, as to whatever related to her^ 
and that fhe had only to confider herfelf 
jis belonging to her majefty, on the 
;fame footing as other young ladies t<iK 
swhom (he was now to be introduced. 

To thefe orders, which were certainly 

imendedL 
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intended as piroofe of that attention fos 
generoafly promifed her, Corifande had' 
nothing to objefl ; at leaft nothing that 
k was poflible for her now to.offer.^-^ 
And feeing no raeaps of avoiding that 
which, though it was intended in kindU 
Befs, might in the fequel produce all the 
confequences flie dreaded, (he prepared 
to obey. 

Muck time indeed was not allowed 
her forrefleQion. There feemed to; be a 
great buftle in the houfe, and from the 
windows of her room fbe faw numbers 
tD'f bonfemen enter the courtof the Gaftle, 
Tome of whom were certainly foldiers ; 
bat, as they wore no fcarfs V fhe knew 
' not to which party they belonged. Se- 
^te^al litters^ and fuch coaches as were 
«fed at that period; then appeared^ 
around which thofe wJio feemed to be 
foldier«. arranged tbemfelv.es. At the 

, • In the civil wars of France, the Catholics and 
adherents to the League werediftingnifHed by white 
fijarfs or white.bands cotnd.thp arm, ' 
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' faiiic moment the door of the room in 
which Corifande was, opened, and Mon- 
fieur d'Herault appeared at itj; who, 
approaching her with an air of great re- 
fpeS, took her hand, and told her he was 
entrufted with the honour of conducing 
her to join the other ladies in attend- 
ance on the Queen of Navarre. 

As fhe went through the apartments 
and paffages, her diftutbed fpirits re- 
prefented tocher how little her father 
would approve of the fituation in which 
flie was thus involuntarily about to be 
placed ; fcarcely lefs odious to him would 
be the marriage from which (he had- 
tilked fo much to efcape ; and to that 
event, fo dreaded and detefted, the cir- 
cumftances that were now occurring 
would in all probability lead. To thefe 
refleftions were added the diflike fhe felt 
at being introduced to the Queen's at* 
tendants (all ftrangers to her) in herpre- 
fentftate of mind, and difguft towards her. 
conduQor, who, as he led her, uitered 

the 
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the moft .extravagant compliments. A 
more painful ft ate could hardly be ima- 
gined; and when d'Herauit helped her 
into a coach in which four other young 
perfons were already fcated, it required 
all her refolution to be able to return, 
even by a flight inclination of the head, 
the cold compliments whic^ each feem'ed 
to think herfelf compelled to make. They 
then ftirveyed herewith fcrutini:5ing eyes, 
and fmiled at ea:ch other. The faces of 
two of them flie thought exprefTed only 
contemptuous indifference ; that of one 
I ef the others triumph and fatisfa£lion> 
as if flie had heard an account of this 
addition to their fociety, which her ap- 
pearance by no means anfwered ; while 
the fourth, who was in Corifande's opi* 
nion the handfomeft, though -flie had 
leaft the air of pretending to beauty, had 
a mild and rather deje£led countenance, 
and fpoke, when ihe did fpeak, with 
more gentlenefs and complacency than 
the reft, 
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The carriage in which this party wa$ 
placed preceded that of the Queenir— ' 
The roads foQn became ru^ed and 
mountainous, arid/were rendered ftill 
worfe by the h^avy artillery which had 
lately pafled them; for there was ik>w an 
unremitted warfare between the Catho- 
lics and Calvinills« Towns were taken 
and retaken coittinually; and*tbe women, 
children, and.very old people, who were 
the only inhabitants, for every man under 
fixty was inarms^. Were al the mercy of 
the vifitors for the time being — fonae- 
times enduring all the horrors of a fa- 
mine within their half-ruined habita^ 
tions^ and fon)etim€s driven^ into the 
fields, where unmarked and unnoticed 
ih^y periftred.by cold and hunger. 

Slowly as the royal cavalcade paJTed^ 
fome wretched, groups who dared not 
approach,. Or. were driverii back- by the 
Ibldiers if thieyatiempted it, were ftill 
foen, exhibiting fpch pi<9:ures of the 
horrors of war, and the fufferingsof hu- 
- manity, 
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iMnity, as tuade .poififafide tremblc.Tft 
She remembered, tha^t, like thefe unfor- 
tunate people, her only parent, if ho 
yet liyedj^ was a wandering <ejtile,,,de- 
plpring his laaurdered wifej l>|s children 
^rn from his arms, and his touffj 
ufurped by another. ^ She rei»9jerat(ered, 
that,^ with thofe who had inflifted. all 
this on her father, his daughter now 
aflbciated! This < refle£lion, ar^d. thf 
repeated jight of mifery, for which; far 
from beipg able tp remove it^ (he flared 
not even exprefs hef pity, gave; t9 her 
countenance ^n air of deeper melan* 
choly, and fhe leaned filently|againftthe 
back of the coach^ abfor^ed :in hec 
own fad • thoughts, ,and neitljejr jhee^ 
ing nor being heesded by^; ,hey[ . coni^ 
panions. They, however, ^wbre fer 
from being filent. On? coi^pl^ine;d of 
the extreme fatigue of the ropi4^ai^p,t|ier 
expreflied her fears of their be}ng over-, 
turned; while Mad^moifellc^e ,3aint- 
yal, whofe opinion of.^herfeff ffemed 
Vol. III. G ta 
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m he thfc^ higlieft, and Who had a^ 
plrently taken the greateft diflike to 
C6r?fandfe;'\i^as/ taken uf) with fome 
otlrer cbnt«tripfaUGn than even* the 
firftty of that delicate p^rfon of whichi 
flie ti^asili f^nd ; for, regaTdJefs of thd 
fflakihg of the carF^age; and ' the con-i 
li^lifetTt^ ^iVcompofmd of her drefs, fliii 
tvas cbminually Ibokfi'ng from the win- 
3bw-^yet ftill retreated with an ex- 
prefiToti of difappoiwtnpierit, as if tb^ 
objeftfhe hoped to fee did abt appeal*/ 
At lenj^hi "their vehicle having bieii 
with difBcuUy dragged up an abrupil 
and rocky hill, one of the horfes, before 
fufficiently fatigued, could not proceed. 
Untnerciful werethe whippings by whidi, 
riot bn^y the coachman, tut ifome of 
thd attendants, endeavoured to force 
him to further exertion. The wretched 
anim^it/^being quite exhaufted, fell; and, 
as he wafe next the' coach> the people, 
6u\y by applying all rfrefr ftrehgth, pre- 
vented it from falling down a precipice, 

along 
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4long the extreme edge of which the 
l^oafd ran. 

The ladies, in great terror, were 
affifted to get out on the oppofitc fide,, 
Corifande only, vfho wa^ left the laft. 
Teemed to be indifferent to the danger; 
and the footmen were about to (hut 
the coach-door without regarding her, 
when ft young man of very ftriking 
appearance, mounted on a fpiriied 
horfe, rode up, and was about to fpeak 
to the ladies, three of whom furrounded 
him, each eager to be liftened to while 
flie recounted her fears and flutterings^ 
but, having a glimpfe of Corifande, he 
turned towards her, exclaiming, •• Ma*. 
demoifcllc, I entreat you to haften 
from that dangerous fituationl'* The 
footmen were then helping her oul, 
while from fatigue, and a fort of hope- 
lefs torpor, flie could affift herfelf very 
Utile 5 which the young ilranger per- 
ceiving, he haftily left his horfe, and, 
taking her in his arms, placed her on 
G a i^Y^t.^^ 
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a piece of rock a little out of the roall, 
where the mod filent and referved of 
her four fellow travellers was already 
quietly fe ated« 

Though this aflioti was only fiich .as 
mere humanity required, and was the 
innpulfe of the moment, it was eafy to 
f(ie that the three ladies, whofe crfm- 
plaints he had not attended to, were 
extremely difpleafed ; though Made- 
moifelle de Saiutval was the -only one 
who openly fignified her difpleafure; 

This young lady failed not. to exprefs 
all the diflike with which Gorifande 
infpifed her. But the Cavalier hardly 
.ii6ticed her ; his whole attenti6n was 
tjiow occupied by another ; and he took 
iio pains to conceal the fuddenefFeft 
of beauty, which, under all the prefent 
difadvaatages, was, he thought, fuperior 
to any he had ever before beheld. 

The litter in which the Queen tra- 
velled was by this time arrived; and 
ihe young Cavalier, looking towards it, 

feemed 
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fe€mc4 to tear himfelf reluQantly away 
to attend on his royal miftrefs, to whom- 
he appeared to be* relating the danger 
her ladies had been expofed to* Their 
vehicle, which had been broken by the, 
fhQck^ was now as well repaired as 
ropes and fuch contrivances could 
repair it ; ahd the filent Corifande 
followed into it her talkative com- 
panions. 

Without any idea of offending, {he 
found that, they were all offended. Even 
file towarcjs whom Corifande had felt 
the moft inclination, now regarded her 
with a fort of cold difdain; while Made- 
moifelle de Saintvai,*cver arrogant and 
prefuming, feemed hardly able to re- 
ftrain herfelf to mere inuendos and 
farcafms, which were fo conveyed, that 
Corifande could not fail to underftand 
them as being intended for her — though 
fhe knew fiot why the (hort attention 
of the young man fhould be confidered 
as of any kind of confequence. Ho her 
G a '^^ 
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it viras of none ; for, though fhe imagined, 
by the deference paid to him by the 
inferior attendants, and by the evident 
rivalry among the ladies, that he was a 
nobleman of high rank, her tnmd was 
fo entirely engroffed by thfe thoughts of 
her father, and the mod ardent wiQi to 
pot herfelf into his proteflfon, that no 
other objett had the power to affeft 
her. 

Unaccuftomed, both from habit and 
temper, to that kind of mifehievoui 
caballing which feemed to be the ftylc 
of converfation among her new com- 
panions, fhe foon loft the unpleafant 
imprcflion their rudenefs had given her, 
in conlidering how (he might for ever 
cfcape from them. They, on the other 
hand, weary of the little reftraint the . 
prefence of a ftranger had at firft im- 
pofed, began to talk to each other with 
a freedom that aftpnifhed her; and the 
Queen being named in a manner which, 
in defpitc of herfelf, excited her curi- 

ofity, 
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ofity, flie underftood that the yoang 
Cavalier, wbofc trmflicd-for- .civUity 
bad brought on her ibe entaUy of ibefc 
danafels^ wa« Le beaii Giiifcafde, foiTOf. 
times fcaJkd Le Chcvalrer de Stt 
Laurent/ and the avowed favourite of 
rtie Queen of Navaf re* From the man- 
ner in ^icii xfac degree of fayour he 
j^offeflfed Hirai itterrtidned/ Corifande,' 
yoatig 4^'#ie was, and unpraftifed in' 
even the language of the world> could 
s^ot help fearing that there were, in the 
charader of her prbtedlrefsi fomc gteater 
failings than fhe had hithertb venl^ured 
to fuppofe. It was now impoffible for 
her not t^ liften 'attentiveiy to all that 
pafled'; and it was with very untaf/ 
fcnfations (he thbUght it too plainly iip* 
peared, that Madetnoiftplle Saintval t\6w 
Ihared with her rby^al miftrefs afflfeQions 
which Mademoifelle D-Alincourt, iht 
languid and penfive lady, feared y72^ had 
loft* Nothing could be fo humiliating* 
G 4 v;^ 
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to Corifande as the fear fhe &w they 
errt^rtained of her ^htcommg a com- 
petitor. Whatever he might be to 
them, ^fi faw dh the attention jof;ftach 
a man oniy di%race { and' ali fhe had 
heard fcomlier father of: the unprincii 
pled manners and political, profligacy 
o£ the Court of Catharine deMediciii 
now fetuiriied to her ^ndrrthqugh Jh^ 
mention of itrbeEwe ffcr hadrKl^aysvhfef i> 
reftrained i>y adherence to tHe maxitn 

' which fays, " Guard the minds of the 
young from the knowledge that wicked- 
nel&cxiftsi'h ; i '•, ?..: 

The tdari«ig confidence wiih which 
Mademoifelle de SainlvlaV feemed ta 
value herfelf on the partiality of Lo 
bea,u G.uifcarde, and the avpwed ehmity 
fl^^ e^fprelfed tpw-ards Corifande, evcQ: 
fpr the tranfi^i}t attention he h^d. fliawpt; 
ber^ excited at pnce her difguft and, 
apprehenfiori, while all that had paffed^ 

' Tu)cc her jpeeting:thc Queen; of Navarre: 
= ' raifcd 



f 
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Taifed her wonder. U was impoffible 
to account. for the circun^ftances that 
had .fince happened. The appearance 
of a confiderable train fo foon after fhe 
had hea,r4 Margaret exprefs fuch fears 
9f bieing knpwrij and the royal equipage 
andeclat now furrounding her, formed 
a ilrang^ contraft to; i the fituation in 
which (he had at firft feen her— a fugi- 
tive and a wanderer, without flielter or 
fecurity. Had CorjA^nde known more 
of the Ji,iftpry of the theq ♦ Court, all 
thi^ .vould, have beep lefs furprifing, 
though the impropriety of her own 
fituation woul4 have been more evi- 
dent. . < , 

* Margaret de Valols left her hufband Henry 
of Navarre foon after their marriage. Her mother,, 
to whom all her irregularities were probably o win g^ 
fometimes fomented the differences which divided 
them, (though they had never loved each other,) and 
fometimes affeAcd to conciliate t^em. Margaret, 
who in .very early life had loft all regard to her own 

honour, 

G 5 ^\\t.^.^^ 
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Already^ however, it was a fubjed 
of extreme anxiety, l^othing was fur^ 
ther from her thoughts than to become 
an attendant even on a Queen. To^ 
fliare the humbleft fortune her father 
could be reduced to was, in her opinion^ 
infinitely preferable ; and (he dcter- 
ihined to feize the firft occafion that 
offered to addrefs herfelf to Queen 
Margaret, and entreat her majcfty's 
permiOBon to depart. 

This opportunity was not Irkely to 
occur. Their journey continued till a 
late hour ; the latter part of it was made 
by the light of torches carried by men 
on foot, ^who walked before and on 

honour, fcrupkd not to xntrigoc wiA ctery maft 
fhe liked, thx)ugh the Di&c of Guife had always 
poflefled her heart ; and had (he beeir permitted 
tt) many him, it is but charitable to believe, that 
ihe would not haYe added to the lift of MelTaUna's^ 
by her perfonal depravity. She appears in other 
rtfpe6ls to have been of a* good and generous 
. charafter. , 



each Gde the cumbrous carriages, wh^b^ 
though change of l^qrfes bad been pfp^ 
Quredy moved heavily on. It feejmed 
as if there was to be no end of this 
tedious removal, fince they were no^ 
yet arrived at their firft ftage. Whither 
thfy were going Corifand?, could pot; 
difcoycr from ^he convcffation of her 
felloW; travellers, who, perhaps, wer«^ 
not. themfelves acquainted with it. 

It was pad midnight when, haying 
crofled the fmall river Sauble, they 
arrived at I^ Sufe, an inconfiderable 
place on its bankis % where, thpugh ther^ 
were no accommodations^ the Queen 
chofe to rems^in fpr the night, becaufe 
Mans, which was th^ next town where 
(bey could be found, was at that time 
in poffeffion of the Hugbnots. Cofi- 
fande now underftood, that it was her 
-majefty's intentions, by making a circuit 
of forae mik« the^ next day, to avQid 
m ncighbourhodd, ^nd reach Alen9on; 
wtf2rc M(mjitur, hcT ytJiingeft brbther^ 
G 6 " V^^ 
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bid firomircd/ by the Chevalier de St. 
Laurent, to meet her, that they might 
unite their intcreft agai'nft the Queers 
Mother and the King of E^rance ; foi*, 
though Mbnjieur had alrtioft always 
fliown a fingular and linmanly degree of 
malignity towards his fift6r of NaA^arire, 
and though 'his bafe and treacherous 
charafter had been long known to her, 
the defire tli^t at prefent pofTeffed her 
to repay th^ flights and'injuries flie had 
lately fuftaiiied from her rhother and her 
elder brother, ctMiquered* her diflike to 
any communication or union of in- 
tereft with the Duke of Alen^on* (nov 
called Mon^ewr ;) and Le beau Guif- 
carde, the name by which her prefent 

* This was the yotingeft furviving fon of Henij 
the Second by Catharine de Medicis, All hif« 
torians defcribe his perfon as mean and ill-formed f 
while his mind was tainted with all the vices which 
the unhappy fbns of Catharine feem to have derived 
l(iwra 4[heir moihcrA Such ^fe he was, however^ our 
illuilr^u^ vii|[iQ Qu^ exiQOuraged his addrei}e&: 
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favourite wa3 more known than by tl^t 
of St. Laurent, had, by ^ fingalar 
chance, fouiwi an opportunity of ob- 
taining for her the pretence, if not the 
reality, of prefpnt, friepdfhip from this 
brother, who had before almoft in- 
variably declared hirofelf her enemy, 

EViery one of tht young ladies with 
whom Corifande bad travelled had bpen 
accuftomed to thefe excurfions^ and 
knew tolerably well how to fence againl^ 
th« injconveniencies they might meet 
on their way. But Corifande, without 
any fuch knowledge, and without thofe 
guards' againft cold with which they were 
provided, found herfelf deferted in the 
houfeof a poor fhopkeeper, on whom 
two or thiree of the Queen's people 
had' .been quartered. But his houfe 
(having not long^before been plundered 
by the foldiers of the League) being 
abfolutely without furniture, except a 
wretched pallet-bed and a wopdea "" 
bench, th^' compactions which chance 
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had affigned to Corifande footi left her, 
to Teek better lodgings ; and as flie 
found no difpofition to repofe on fuch 
a bed and ia Rich a place, (he prepared 
herfelf to pafs another night in melan- 
choly contemplation on her former 
diftreffes and future profpefts. The 
daughter of the poor man under whofe 
roof (he was, made up a fire in the 
wretched room affigned to her. She 
took fuch refrefhment as thofe poor 
impbverilhed peo|)le could offer, and 
took it thankfully; for, after a Ihort 
examination of her prefent fituation, 
flie was not only better fatisfied, but 
difpofed to rejoice in it— -fince flie 
hoped, that, wholly forgotten by the 
Queen, and wilfully negleSed by thei 
attendants, fhe might be entirely over- 
looked at their departure in the morn- 
ing, and left unqueftioned to purfue 
Her original intention of finding pro* 
teSion in the arms^of her father. The 
bumble houfe that Ijbeltcrcd her w^s at 

the 
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the cxtrcanity cF the litUctowiv aawi ita 
windows lookedover what had oboc beea* 
fieids and vineyards ; but the re|^ealed 
ravages of parties of foldiersbad giveoi 
the whole country the look of a^defert^ 
Corifande, as by the pale clear light of 
the mo(^n fee penfively furveycd k, 
thought of the general defolation-p-thcnr 
of her particuiiafr inFiifery. She dreaded 
the mormng . that niight. again engage 
her in fociety for whidi flxe was totarHy. 
unfit, and, in the forrbw of her hearty 
addrefled herfelf to Heaven for prot 
te^ion, and apoftrophized the fpirit of 
her ftthejrt ** WherefoeVer thou art^ my 
dear father ! whether thou ftill remaincft 
in poverty and perfecirlion on earth> or 
art already among the bleffed, oh t may 
I not hope that fome confcioufnefs of 
the fate of thy unhappy child will fend 
Uiee to fave hi6r?''— ^-Whenever Cori^ 
fande thought of her father as dead, 
flie was, at lead in that tenet >vhich 

relates 
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mlaics; (;a the fouls of ^ the departed^ 
more than half a Qatbolic. 
i 'Abforbed in th^fe melancholy re- 
&o6Upas» .and ilmoft regardlefs .of the 
want of a betd,..:Corifande paffed the 
iaightl The day faintly dawned, and 
Ihe tnore.than e.verafl^tjtered herfelf fhe 
was forgotten; V 

But this hope. did riot laft long. There 
was anoife without the hut. She looked 
frbrrt t)he windbw, and* faw the light of 
tJlftrMng fun reflefted from the glitter- 
ing(:cdXque .of the :Chevalier . de Str 
Lailrcnt, whom ihe better knew by the 
name of Le beau Guifcarde. His 
orange-coloured and * white plunaes 

* The deep yellow, or orange colour, iouhur 
de feik, was that which the Queen of Navarre 
preferred. Her own drefs, as defcribed by Bran- 
tome, was freqiiently of velvet Or fatih of ^ this 
fhade, mixed with black and white, and embroidered 
with j^wpls. Her Knights of courfc took it for 
their livery. , , 

waved 
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waved in the light air of the mornings' 
and his whole appeamnce impreiT^d the 
ide^ of a young warrior armed for con- 
^ueft in the field, rather than of tj>e fa- 
vourite pageof si voluptuous cpieen,* • 

PPe *6ntered the houfej s^nd inquired' 
e'ageriy "foi- the youf>g lady attendant 
on the Queein of -Na^vafre. 'The tja43gh*» 
ler "of the' hdft led liim to Cdviraridct^i .'^ 

He approached Her' with aii air^oP 
grfeit refpea, yet /with evident '^eni^f 
barraffftient ; lanrveftted: the ' inidonvc-; 
rrient manner in which he' feared Madei-; 
nri6ifeHe de BeaavilH'ers had pafled thei 
nigftt > afid affurtd herlie had, tis fo^Srtt' 
as it wlis ifl Ws powfer, * fought' her eveiy) 
where, in thre hope of being allowed td 
procure'iier proper arcriamdnottation. ' 

•GArifande, to' wfcomf theifcene lof the: 
preceding day^ wis^refcnt, tthdttDght her-i 
felf rather iinfulted than piHi@ed.hy tttcfc^ 
profeflTians.^' Ai fee ^ wa^j ddterminedl 
not to confider biETfcJf^ajR;r.<one:.of-ithe. 
Queen's niai(i5»j fh^ deGrfid ,ti2> p*/e ^o 
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fjstvour to one of the pagfesij her anrwer, 
therefore, w«s cold wd haughty. Slight- 
ly thanking thcCiievalier for the trouble 
he had taken, (he told him, that^.as hcr^ 
being placed, near the Queen of Navarre, 
was only -agci dental/ and would cer- 
tainly be temporary, fee had no. ijight 
lo expert the fame attention as her. 
niaje%'s ladies: tijiat (he had nothing: 
tbcQoiplain of, as far. as regarded the 
Qweenj; knit, feelioig herfelf out of her 
place, fhe wilhed to rhave an opportunity 
given hfcr to ihahk hfer nwyefty for the 
prdtejElidn (he had beenpleafed to afford 
h^r, -and to jifk her leave topurfu,eher 
original ihtejatioji t>f returning to her 
fadier. 

The beaii Omfcarde changed cotin- 
tenance whan (he had thus fpoken. 
He feemcd at feme lofs what to fay; 
wMIre Cdrifande, colleAing all the re- 
(bhitiqn (he c^uid^tbok advantage of 
hi&iilence,jind proceeded: • 

** Asyou, Sir^ have the honour oF 
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admiffion to the Queen's prefence, I 
entreat you to reprefent to her that mjrt 
humble prayer is, to be fuflFered to 
remain here till I can pm iriyfeif inta 
the proteQioft of one of my friends/* 
• Guifcarde fuddenly interrupted ber^ 
** Mademoifeile has then changed her 
intentions? She is undoubtedly ready 
to obey the wifiies of M^aficorj de 
Boifdauphin, and the Marquis.de Gbam-4 
pignac is , to be the happy teaxiiOn 
whom fhe beftows herfelf I'* > 

**No, Sir/* replied Corifende, dif-i 
quieted to find this young roan fo well 
informed of her affairs-^" No, Sifc 5 
that by no means follows. It is toj my. 
father that I — r- — ^'* - V^ 

^^ Your father l" eried Guilcarde^j 
*' your father! Alas! M^emoif6He~w*?i 

*^ What da you know. Sir, o( tv/p 
father? — Tell me, I befeech you, at«l 
you acquainted with his fituatio^ ? It 
would be happinefs, inexpreffible^feipn 

pintfei 



pinefs, to me^ to be only affured he 
liV€s. . TcH'me but that- 



^T-ir- 



*^.YoM doubt it, lovely Corifande f 
and yd talk of putting yourfelf under 
his pEOtefiiioni of encountering dangers 
of Which you are little aware, to feek — 
oxxt who, perhaps, exifts no longer." 

y*. Let me conjure you/* cried the 
agitated Gojrifaride,' regardlefs n.ow< o£ 
(he inx^reafed jfamiUarity witli) which hor 
jiddreffcd herr^** id» me implore you^. 
if you have pityi-4if you ha Ve humane 
ity;^ to teH me » i ^m ^* 

: -^^ There may: be naotivjes more power- 
f^ th^ri tiih€F,c which .would influence 
ine^. to: gratify Mademoifipllc de JJeau- 
villiers with whatever inforraatiQn 1 
haalci; butrr— r-Does (he rerajly .im,agine 
if-^MoitfieurJier father lives, that he is 
in a; 0tu^)Lion- to . receivq and prote£l 

u^y Inii^injiifituation I would a£k his^ 
prQleftion..; in exile, in poverty, in 
j?fif<3iaj** " And 
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^* And could he giVe it; Mad^ttioi*-* 
fclle, under fuch cii'cunniftance^ ?•*• - ^'' 

** Oh heavens !*' cried Corifaridii 
with increafed animation : " could ^f^ 
.only fee' him— could' I but be p^rmi^^^d 
once more to receive bis biefling ' i^ '« 
Sir," added ihe, forgettirag' ?ill the dif^ 
tance (he had at firft -oWer^ved,^ '*4f 
you have influence' with the Qd^feWj 
procure m^ inftantly an opportiinity of 
throwing; nvyfelf at her n^jefty*s^-feetj 
I hav6 heard that fhe is g^d ^iid' torn-f 
paffionate-^— I have found^her fo towarcW 
me: — it is in her power ■ » '* 

'^^ Pardon me, her majefty has n8 
fuch power : and I maGb'Fea?, beatitifal 
Corifande, the moment~yeu fliy'/frfam 
fuch kindnefTes as it is* bet ittdination 
.to fhow you, you will be deiri^nded1>y 
the Vidame, whofe influence' with the 
Queen Mother you well kn^w'; Whiie 
Monfiedr de Champignac has eve»^n?*orre 
with the King. I leave it to y^Ur ad- 
mirable 
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mH'^ble underRanding, Madeinoifelle* 
to tell you how far your laudable ^t^ 
l^pt to efcape from them may have 
irritated the minds of thofe two noble* 
ftien. Let me entreat youj thei^eforcj 
do not quit the Queen of Navarre, who, 
while yoUj rely oh her protf ftion^ is 
too generous to give you up. But/' 
added he, feetning to recolleft himfelf, 
and affun>ing the femblance of humble 
refpeEti V whoever are fo happy as to be 
admitted to the prefence of Mademoi- 
felle dc Bea«villier$ feel a -degree of 
enthufiafm which deprives them of all 
felf-goyerpmen^t, or I fcould not thus 
far have pjr^furacd, when my. purpol^ 
oiriyiWAs I ; ■'* 

Corifwd^ impatiently interrupted 
hifn: " Excuf^e me, Monfieur le Che^ 
vallier, it is not to fuch fpceches as thefe 
thert I e^n, jiftten. You were going, I 
hpped, to tell me what you knew of 
cjy: father. . If you feel any intcreft in 

my 



my fituatio^, rdieve Tne from /the fuH 
penfe that nwkcs it the moft ihtolerablei 
tioei the Count de BeauvMliers live ?*' 

« With What delight/* faid Guifcarde 
in a mortified and dejefled m^mntr, 
** with what delight (hould I anfwer 
if 1 could do fo fatisfaflorily 1 I hope 
your father lives — -I'evc^n believe he 
does 5 but I muft al'fo tell- you^^that aM 
1 have-ever heard about him makes; m^ 
grea% 'aj)prehettfive that he has been 
and is a fiifFerer under continued mis- 
fortunes.'* ^ > \. 

'^ If, however, he is living/* faid 
Corifande, " I will not dcfpair :---^ta'be 
afFurcd of that vr6uld be a confolatiow, 
whatever may be my own fituation.**^ 

^ Might I prefume to hope for being 
honoured with a commiffion from y(}\f/ 
I couW in a very (hort time make ifty^ 
felf^ acquainted with more plai^i^ulara 
than I now know; but as this inform 
mation can be obtained only by my 
communicatiofi with certain Hogbnbt 



lords, which !it might toft me^ my life 
to avo^v, you muft *allQW me the liberty 
of^'fpeaking to you .fometimes apatt 
'whqn I h^ve thcfe c6minmiicationB to 
.^ak<9. f May I hope you will fo ISr 
/avtrur rtie with your confidcjice ?'* . '. 
^ Her :earnefti.defire 10 b^t of her ^ 
fatlier Vcbriquered -all the objeaiom 
fGoprfand«K Tii%ht i otberwife > have f^U 
difpolfed'toirnafcew She bliifhe^ while 
file axifwered; " That intejiigeflce of 
hex: fathcFir: however .conveyed, iWQuld 
be welcome to her." . j : 

, V Bfgin then, Mademoifelle/* faid «. 
the, f*. begin this mark of your generous 
cpi)d^?fc;f;p^fion, by ,nQt ^ njoticipg my 
havtngrjfoqg^t an4 obtained the hQixpi^.r 
;€rf;4hi5 CQ)ifefQ«!C^^i iTh^ p§irfq53: fent 
ty the; Queen to conduft you to^ join 
ihe reft of her train will foon he here, 
;arnd-it is tjme for nge to viihdraw. Hop? 
j\Qtj hpweveir, to' obtain l^ave to quit 
\y^f majeily 5 I know it is her intention 
to. keep you with, her; and, in leaving 
. her. 
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her, you wotild fall into the very danger 
you have with courage fo unprecedented 
nobly endeavoured to efcape, a marriage 
with a man unworthy of you, one who, 
the more you knew of him, the more 
you muft deteft. Adieu, Mademoifelle. 
Remember the favour you have deigned 
to grant me : my exertions in confe- 
<juence of it will be unwearied ; and 
you may be affured that you fhall very 
foon have information of the Count. 
Grant, Heaven, it may be fuch as may 
relieve your anxiety/* 

Then, without waiting for an anfwer, 
and with a degree of hade as if he had 
already outftayed his time, the Chevalier 
ide St. Laurent withdrew, leaving Cori- 
fahdefurprifedathisconduft, and, after a 
moment's refleQion, not perfeSly fatif- 
fied with her own. 

Time, however, was denied her to 
confider then what had paffed, for, one 
of the Quecn'5 women, a perfon of a 
4ower rank than thofe with whom flie 

Vol. III. H VaA. 
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tad been aflpciated th^ day before ap- 
peared, and informed her that her 
majefty expefted her attendance. 

Corifande followed this wom^n 
through two half-ruined ftreets to a 
houfe, which was the beft in the toWn; 
^vhere a kind of court was affembled 
round Margaret, who nodded kindly 
to Corifande when (he appeared among 
the crowd; and, whifpering to one of 
the gentlemen who flood near her, he 
came round, and handed her to the 
back of the Queen's chair. 

Others, however, were about her ma- - 
jefty to whom it was neceffary for hef firft 
to fpeak. At length (he took occafion to 
fay, in what Corifande cortfidered as 
a very gracious manner — ** I have been 
' remif^ towards you, Maderaoifelle de 
Beauvilliers, but I hope to make up 
for my omiffion. Remain' near me, 
I will give proper ordjers about you 
in future.'* 

To exprefs fomething like acknow- 
* ^ iedgraent 
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Icdgment was all Corifande could do. 
It was not a proper time to reprefent 
to ihe Queen the many difcomforts by 
whicbthe performance of this promife 
would probably be embittered. 

Perfons elevated as Margaret was, 
have np idea.of ordinary life — notwith- 
Handing ffie had, though yet a young 
woman, met with adventures which 
might have made her underftand, that 
dependance on the will of another, and 
a total change in the .modes of life, as 
well as to be thrown among ftrangers, 
could not fail to diftrefs a young perfoa 
under the circumftances Corifande was 
now; yet, Margaret was no longer the 
wandering Princefs of Romance who 
fympathized with one efcaping . from 
what (he had-herfelf vainly refilled, a 
compulGve marriage; (he was now the 
Queen of Navarre, furrounded by adu- 
lation, and the centre of a crowd of 
nobk and military men, coUeSed, fome 
by one motive and fome by another. 
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and treating her as their fovereign. 
Thefe, however the prefence of the 
greater part of them might importune 
her, it was necefFary for Margaret 
to conciliate. She therefore flattered 
fbrae with a flight appearance of pre- 
ference, for her perfon was beautiful, 
and her manners where Ihe defired to 
pleafe fo fafcinating, that few could 
refill her charms. Others, who were 
rather the votaries of ambition than of 
love, ftie continued to allure by liften- 
ing to their projeQs, humouring their 
felf-confequence, and affuring them of 
luch little fervices as flie could do 
them when the prefent difagrecment 
with her 'eldeft brother fhould be ac- 
commodated. Corifande faw in a few 
hours much of the manners and, fhe 
thought^ but too much of the morals 
of a court. The Queen took no far- 
ther notice of her. Preparations were 
making to purfue the journey to Alen- 
gon, and thither, with the reft of the 

Queen's 
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Queen's attendants, Corifande was con- 
veyed. Travelling, however, was lefs un^ 
eafy to her than had been the preceding 
days, forfhe was now placed in a coach^ 
in which were only two of the Qaeei>'s 
dreffers, who feemed to confider hqr 
as their fuperior, and treated her with 
none of that infulting arrogance which 
(he had experienced from Lea D^emoU 
feUes d'Hon^ur* Corifande imagined 
iie owefd this change to the care of 
Guifcarde, and could not help feeling 
gratitude towards bim;, he gave herj 
however, na opportunity to acknow- 
ledge it^ for^ though he rode twice by 
the coach, be appeared cautioufly to 
avoid noticing thofc within it. He 
had been^ among the perfons who fur« 
rounded the. Queen in the morning, but 
his eyes were carefully turned from 
Aat pajrt of the room where Corifande- 
appeared. The evening brought them 
to Alen9on. Corifande had a fmall, 
but comfortable apartment afligned ta 
, H 3 V^x 
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her near the Queen's lodgings. A 
woman of refpeftable appearance in- 
foKmed her, IKe had the Queen's di- 
reftion to attend her as her fervant ; 
and, when th^ young^ wanderer awoke 
on the following morning, (he found 
an handfome wardrobe provided for 
her, and a purfe on her table Gon-i 
tainiug fifty pieces of gold. Thcfe the 
woman aflured her were fupplied by the 
Queen; and' it was only from her thai 
Corifande would have been contented 
to have received thcnii. 



CORISANDE had not been many 
days at Alen^on before fhe began ta 
nnderftand the defign with which (he 
had been brought thither. The Baron 
d*H€rauIt, who was unmarried, and 

whofc 
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whpfe profufion had cohfiderably im* 
paired his fortune, had no fooner be- 
held the young heirefs of BQauviliiers, 
and undcrftood her motives for having 
left her houfe, thaa he conceived de- 
irgns of appropriating ro himfelf this 
rich inheritage and its fair pofleflbr. 
The. large domain of Montrichard 
reached within a mile of his principal 
feigneiirie, and their union would com-* 
prehend one of the fined eftates in that 
part of Prance. To change the refolu- 
lion* or evade the orders of the King, 
which had direfted her marriage with 
one of his favourites, required, as 
d'HerauIt was aware, all hispoliticallkilU 
But the difficulty with which he forefa^ 
it would be attended did not difcourage 
him. Queen Margaret was much hi» 
friend ; (lie was more — fhe was his* 
debtor ; for, in fome of thofe diftrefley 
to which her generous fpirit, as well ^9 
her unhappy propenfity to gallantry^ 
had involved her, d'Herault had fur- 
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Tiifhed her with a confiderable fum of 
nioney._ - . ^ 

-But at the prefent moment the favour 
of Margaret would do him rather injury 
than fervice with her brother and the 
Queen Mother. D'Herault therefore, 
leaving it to her to difpofe the mind 
of her young protegee in his favour, 
departed, by the advice of the Queer) 
of Navarre, for Vincenncs^ where 
Henry the Third then was; and fhe 
undertook to keep Corifgtnde with ber, 
and to difcourage every otter lover 
whom the beauty and fortune of the 
young heirefs might attraft- 

In leiTer affairs, as well as thofe on 
which the fate of milUoivs of human 
beings depended, the crooked and in^ 
£duous policy of Catharine de Medkis 
delighted to engage. As d'Herauh had 
€onfiderable power as a great feudal 
chief, it was the policy of Catharine 
^o keep on good terms with him ; and 
hcj equally artful, endeavoured to pro- 
cure 
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cure her confent and affiftance againft 
the uncle and the lover favoured by 
the King, by means which he lyell 
knew would have their effed on the 
'Queen Mothen 

D*Herault then fo far received en-^ 
couragemcnt from thofe to whom he 
had applied, and was either fo mifledi 
by_ their artifices, or fo far mifled him- 
felf, that he fet out elated with hopes of 
fuccefs, and arrived at Alen^on four 
or five days after the Queen of Navarre 
had there met her brother Monfitur. 

But even in fo fliort a fpace new fub- 
jefts of difcontent had arifen between, 
two perfons, whofe meeting had been, 
without friendfhip^ and whofe prdjefted 
union was founded only on the defire * 
of each toftrengihen themfelves Againft 
others, and not from any affeflion fub- 
filing between them as brother and 
fifter.. ^ ^ - ^^ 

Leagues thus formed can never be*' 
permaitent. Jkf(?7jy?<rur detefted his fifter, 
H 5 ^^^ 
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and many parts of her condu^ g?iva 
him but too mu^Gh ground for cbm-p 
plaint. She on her part defpifed^him.^ 
His feeble mind and total want of energy 
and perfeverance — his awkward perfpni 
and repulfive manners, togiether with 
a hearj filled with every malignant 
paffion, could not fail of making him 
an qbj(e61: of abhorrence to Margarret, 
who^ though fhe had weaknefles and- 
vices that degraded her, had many 
virtues to relieve her failings, and 
whofe cotirag6 and generofity would. 
, have made her what Niqon de If Enclos 
defired to - be, un honnete kommc ;! 
though (he abandoned herfelf to excefles^ 
which deprived her of the miBae of. 
mtc honnete fcmme. 

To complete the mutual difguft be-^ 
tween the brother and filler, the agents 
of Catharine were *not idle. Theyfo^ 
mented every petty difpute among the 
attendants who formed thefe two little 
courts; and Margaret fuddenly quifted4 

Alenjoa. 



THE STORY OF C0R1SANDE#^ I47 

Alen9on in the night, with a very fmall 
train, of whoxii, however, Corifandd 
made one. 

A very few days had. ferved to con-- 
vince her that the region where a ftrange^ 
fatality had placed her was for her 
the unfitted in the world. Her young 
heart, warm and alive to every im- 
preffion of kindnefs^ had attached itfelf- 
on their firft meeting to the Queen of 
Navarre, who, while flie appeared a 
futferer like herfelf, had taken her fo. 
generoufly into her care, and notwuh^ 
Handing the difference of their rank* 
and of their ages, had talked to her aa- 
a friend, while flie promifed to aft liko 
a proteftrefs.- Even the negleft with 
which fhe was afterwards treated did 
not diffipate this pleafmg illufion^-^ There 
is to the unexperienced fomcthing faf- 
cinating in the intereft taken 'in their 
concerns by a fuperior ; and Margaret 
had manners fo enchanting, with a perfon' 
at once fo Ipvely .and commanding^ 
H 6' v'^caSL- 
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that Corifande, who bad long feen oone 
but the cold brgots of tjie eloifter, or 
tlie arrogant and defigning Baronnefc, 
might well be happy in the hope of 
haviDg ac<|uired fitch a friend. But, 
when Margaret appeared lurrounded 
l^y her own and her brother's courtiers^ 
and with the ceremonies of royalty, the 
charm was in a great degree difTolved.^ 
The Gonverfation indeed of the maids'" 
of honour, during the firft day's jour- 
ney from the houfe of d'Herauk, had 
kfl'ened her refpeft, in defpite of all 
the arguments ftie ufed to perfuade her- 
felf tbaffome part of that, difcourfe 
which related to Le beau Guifcarde^ 
could never allude to the Queen as hi^ 
paramour. 

But now, before a fortnight had 
elapfedy there was no poffibility of being: 
blind to this and many other unwelcome 
truths. The envy of which (he faw 
herfelf the objeft, it was, (he thought, 
hard to incur for a preference Ihe fo^ 

little 
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little defired as that of the CJieValieF 
_ deSt. Laurent* Nor^was the exceffiv^ 
malignity borne towards her by Made- 
moifelle de Saintval; and the more 
fullen^ but not le& inveterate hatred of 
Mademoifelle d^Alincourt, the greateft 
evils fte had to apprehend,. The beair 
. Guifcarde, who afFefted not even ta 
be confcious of her exiftence in the 
prefence of his royal miftreft, watchect 
his opportunities fo well, that Cprifa[nde 
could not always efcape hearing de-^ 
clarations which, as wpH from thg fecreey 
which he implored her to obferve, as^ 
from the rank of him who* made tbeni^ 
&e could not but conlider.as iofukingi 
But^ if to efcape or repel thefe addrefle^ 
was difficult, Corifande found it mucbr^ 
more fo to avoid hearing thofe of ther 
Baron d'Herauk. 

The Baron approached with ev-cryr 
advantage which tniift, he thbught, in-^ 
fure him a welcome reception. He 
bad. illuftrious birth, a nominally gtedLt^ 
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fortune, a good perfon, and the recom* 
mendatlbn of Queen ^argaret in his 
favour; and he even ventured to in* 
iinuate, that the commands of tlie King^ 
directing her to beftow herfelf on the 
Marquis de Champignac were to T)e 
reverfed in his favour. Corifande 
heard all this with' impatience, and 
could hardly prevail on herfeirto anfwer 
him with calmnefs, for, without pre- 
eifely knowing why, (he had conceived 
, an unconquerable averfion from the 
perfon of Monfieur d*Herault, There 
was an arrogant felf-fufBciency about 
him that almoft excited her fpleen ; and 
her eyes refufed to fee in his perfon the 
elegance he thought be poffeffed, and 
which he was allowed to poflefs by 
many others. Corifande thought too 
there was fomething ungenerous in his 
proceeding to beg her of the King as 
a deodand, by which he hazarded com- 
pelling her again into tlfe power of her 

uncle. 

Thither. 
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Thither, indeed, Ihe now thought 
her return inevitable; for, Margaret 
could not proteft her againft him if he. 
chofe to demand her under an orden 
from the King, The Queen's court,, 
in confeqjaence of the difTentionSsarifingj 
at Alen9on, was now reduced to three, 
or four young, lords,, including the 
9aron-d'Herault ; the Chevalier de St.. 
l^aurent, and five od fix other men of 
inferior rank,. her> own ladies,, and twos 
confeflbrs, who .were confideredat that 
time as men who were not idle, as far 
as their vocation of* hearing the delin- 
quency of matty of the party extended* 

Corifande had few opportunities^ of 
feeing ihe Queen, and nev^r any of 
converfing with her alone. Margaret,. 
Kkemany others who really intend well, 
was deprived of the means of executing 
her good intentions by the pecuniary 
difficulties in which fhe had involved^ 
herfelf; and, as it wars to her adefirablc' 
circumftance thai d'Herault fhould.be- 
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come the bufband of CorifaDde, flie 
did not love to xecolle^ how poffible 
it waK that the obligation of faving her 
from the perfecution of the Marquis 
de Champignac would be taneelled if 
fhe was now expofed to that of d*He- 
yault. 

Of another perfecution Margaret war 
by no means aware. That the charms^^ 
of a mere child fhould afFe£t the hear(? 
of the beau Guifcarde, never entered 
into her imagination ; nor did flie think 
it poffible that one who owed his fortane 
to her liberality, (hould venture to look 
forward to any more permanent efta- 
bHflimeht; npr, laftly, that Guifcarde, 
who was only a- cadet in a houfe of 
recent and inferior nobility, fhould: 
aipire ta marry the beirefs of one of. 
the firft families in France. For all 
th.efe reafons, arid betaufe he always 
aiffefted the utmoft indifference towards ' 
Gorifande, Margaret bad not the leaft^ 
fufpicion that Si. Laurent not only skI- 

dreffed. 



THE STORY OF CORISANDE. I53 

drefled her ward in the moft paffionate 
terms, but really felt for her a paffion 
fuch as he had never before been fenfible 
of. But, though Margaret was blind ta 
this, others were more quick fightedj; 
MeHemoifelles d'Alincourt and Saint- 
val had perceived too early for their 
own repofe the preference of Guifcarde ; 
but they were both too much in hi$ 
power to' dare to communicate their 
obfervations to their mifirefs, an<l cpuld 
only prevent, by every means in. their 
po>wer, interviews between him and this 
fcrmidablc rival, for which Corifs^nde 
was infinitely obliged to them, as it 
faVied her from fome di|agieeable repe- 
tition^ of a determination (be had forme4 
never to liften to him with favour. 

The diflimulation, the perpetual at<» 
tempts of the courtiers to circumvent and 
undermine the fortunes of each other| 
which are the conftant ufag^ of cpourts, 
were all hateful to Corifan4e, who had 

beeoL 
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been taught that truth was the foundation 
and the guard of all other virtues;^ but, 
added to thefe fubjeQs of diflike, wai^ 
the ilUregulated life of the Queen of 
Navarre, whofe example was followed 
by thofe about her; and Corifande^ 
every day more andjuore fenGble of the 
impropriety of her fituation, thought 
only of the means of efcaping from 
it. 

Nothing appeared more eafy tha» 
her defiring to be difmiCfed: but, if 
Margaret would hav© agreed to do fo^ 
whither could (he go ? On one fide (he 
faw her unclej^wlno had beenearneftly foV 
liciting to have her given up to him, an^' 
againft M^hom (he had no proteftion but 
what the Queen of Navarre at prefent 
afforded her; on the other (he beheld! 
d'Herault, who, when irritated,* and 
thrown o(F his guard by . the- pofiiive 
refufaKto accept of him,- had been Hi- 
difcrect enougb to hinti that he (hottld 

' hefiiata. 
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hefitate at nothing to fecure the hap- 
pinefs he fought. Hk fiercenefs ter- 
rified her, yet ferved only to confitm 
her refolution never to be his wife. 

The unhappy Corifande had neVer 
HRened to Guifcarde but in the hope 
of obtaining intelligence of her father, 
which he had promifed to coUeQ. But^ 
after allowicig of two or three inter- 
views with this intention, (he Was con- 
vinced he did but trifle with her folici- 
tudc ; yet (he imagined from feveral 
circumRanees fhe h^d gathered, that 
the Comte de Beauvilliers was certainly 
living, though in prifon; but where 
or by what unfortunate deftiny he was. 
flill in qbinfinemeht when the Calvi- 
nifis were in great force, and fo many 
noblemen of that perfuafion ftill in 
arms, Corifande could not difcover^ 
and her conjeftures ferved only ta 
render her wretched. 

In her anxiety to know more than 
ihe had gathered from Guifcarde^ CotU 
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fande one day. took occafion to fay to 
d'HerauIt, that every application to 
her would be for ever ufelefs, and' that 
nothing would ever engage her to give 
herfelf away without the confent of her 
father. 

"Your father! Mademoifelle, are 
you fure then that you have a father ?" 

" Perfeftly fure^** replied Corifendcji 
thougb vhUei (he fpoke her heart htdif 
and h^r voice trembled with the 'dread 
of beinig contradiSked. 

^^ Indeed I "— It is fortunate indeed 
that you are fo well informed. I 
fuppofe, hdw^vcr, you knqw that he 
is dead in law?'* 

The blood that had forfaken her 
cheeks through fear m)w returnd thither 
from an emotion of joy. The anfwer 
of d'Herault was undoubtedly a con-: 
jBirmation that her fath/er lived. 

" The law that calls him ib/* replied 
Gorifande, "has nothing to do with the 
affc6tioos of nature, OKI no;— I arr^ 

ftilli 
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ftill his child. No law made on earth 
can diflblvc that facred tie ; — it is the 
pride of my life to be the daughter of 
ihis unhappy exile.** 

*' Exile !'• exclaimed d'Herauh with 
a malicious fmile: " Do you believe 
De Beauvilliers is an exile? Oh! then 
you were dbubtlefs going to feek him 
in a foreign country wh6n the Queen 
of Navarre fo generoufly aflForded you 
an afyltlm. Mademoifelle, you are too 
young for fuch an undertaking : let me 
recommend it to you as a friend, fince 
you 'are pleafed to limit my title to 
advife you, let me recommend it to 
you to take care how you irritate thofe 
who have the power to let fall on the 
head of Monlieur de Beauvilliers the 
punifl^ment which has long been his 
-due-** 

Corifande, at this inhuman menace, 
loft all patience, and, givirig a lofe to 
her indignation, {he piqued the infolent 
and violent d'Herault into a more un- 
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yarded avowal than he had before 
made, and fhe became certain, from 
the expreffions he ufed, that her father 
had been long and was ftill a prifonier, 
from whence it was probable, too pro-^ 
bable, it was not intended that he (hould 
ever be liberated, unlefs by death. 

But, where was this beloved and moft 
unhappy father? In which of the King^s 
Cajlles wa^ his daughter to think of him ? 
Alone^ perhaps in want, counting with 
an hopelels heart the long days of paffed 
captivity, and looking in lick defpon- 
dence towards thofe tocomc^ cut off from 
fociety-^mourning over his murdered 
happinefs, and never hearing the found 
of a friendly voice, or feeing any face 
but that of his jailor. The image of her 
father in this wretched fituation was 
from this moment ever prefent to Cori- 
fande. His pale iniage, meagre with 
famine ;and loaded with chains, haunted 
her^dreanis. Sometimes his vpice/eemed 
calling on Corifande, and bidding her 

an 
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an everrafting adieu. At others, he 
ordered her to fly from thofe who had 
deftroyed her mother and perfecuted 
her father to death by cruehy more 
refined and protra6led. Occupied .with 
thefe ideas, Corifande became indif- 
ferent even to her own exiflence. Her 
fleep and appetite fprfook her; the 
equality of temper^ which amidft all, 
the folicitudes and difcomforts of her 
wayward deftiny fhe had preferved, Was 
now no longer at .her conunand ; and flie ' 
fometimes thought of the wildeft and 
.moft hazardous plans of efcape ; feme- 
,tiraes funk into torpid dejeftion. 
The fuccefles of the Calvinift army^ 
which (he had often conGdered with 
hope, and liftened to the detail of them 
v;ith internal fatisfaftion, had now loft 
much of their effeft. Her father was 
no longer afting in them ; (he cherifhed 
, no longer the hope which had foothed 
^ven her prefent unfeitled and com- 
fonlefs ftate; that in fome of the re- 
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volutions, which continually happened ^ 
as the fortune of war favoured one party 
©r the other, he might himfelf refcue 
her, V and giv? her the only proteftion 
fhe coveted. 

The open and imperious addreffes of 
d'H^rauU, and the clandeftine impor- 
tunity of St. Laurent, were now re- 
pelled with equal afperity. The Queen 
deigned to remonftrate with her in 
favour of the former ; and Corifande 
fpoke to her as {h^ had done on their 
firft meeting,. thanking her for the in- 
tereft her majefly took in her eftablifli- 
ment, but declaring that Monfieur 
4'Herault was not at all lefs unwelcome 
to her than De Champignac himfelf. ^ 

Margaret, furprifed at the fpirit with 
which (he fpoke, was immediately ftruck 
with the. idea that fo young a woman 
could no( fo peremptorily determine 
againft two men, either of whom would 
Tiave appeared unexceptionable to moft 
girls of her age, unlefs flie had fome 

concealed 
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concealed preference for a third. This 
remark the Queen Toon repeated to her 
hdics; and then it was that their an- 
fwers, though vague and indirect, 
pointed out Guifcarde as this fecretljr 
favoured lover. Margaret, lively and 
impetuous in all her paffions, felt in 
a moment all the torments of jealoufy ; 
and immediately fantying fhe remem- 
bered *a thoufand minute circumftances 
which confirmed this, fhe was difpofed 
to give upCorifandc inftantly into the 

^ power of Boifdauphin, while the in- 
gratitude aftd perfidy of Le beau Guif- 
carde feemed to merit heavier punifh- 
ment than (he had the power of in- 
flifling. Such was the violence of her 
anger and indignation, that the perfons 
who had raifed this t-erapeft of paflion 
were themfelves terrified at the con- 
fequences they now forefawj and though 
they detefted the innocent Corifande, 

" it was with reluQance they obeyed the 
Vol. JIL I Queen^ 
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Queen, who ordered her immedliately 
to be brought into her prefence.. 
' Corifande heard with aftoniChment 
and terror of fome crime which had 
excited the Queen's writh. Her ma- 
jefty was, howeiver, much tod angry to 
fee articulate ; and Corifande, confcious 
of her owft innocence, recoUeQed her-i 
felf,and calmly prepared toarifwer, when 
it was underftood ihe knew of what fhe 
Vas accufed. 

As foon as.it was underftood to be 
a charge of having encouraged the 
paflion' of the Chevalier de St, Laurent, 
jQie refolutely ahfwered— ^ 

** Your majefty ha$ bten mifinformed. 
I have given .no fuch encouragement. 
It* is true that MonGeur de St. Laurent 
has fpoken to me repeatedly of love ; 
but whenever it has been poflible I haVe 
refufed to liften to him. I have told 
him that^ if his perfon and his morals 
were agreeable to me, (^hich they are 

not,} 
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tiOty) it is not for the Chevalier de St. 
Laurent to pretend to the daughter of 
the Count de Beauvilliers.** 

The haughty air with which thefe 
words were delivered, entirely cor- 
i-efponded with their purport, and Mar- 
garet felt herfelf for a moment humbled 
and debafed; who had ftooped from the 
throne, and from the dignity of honour, 
to favour the minion thus proudly re- 
jeQed by a child. 

There is no fenfa^tion fo painful as 
the confcioufnefs of felf-degradatibn. 
Margaret, unable to endure," and fear^ 
ful of not concealing, what {he felt, 
ordered Corifande to leave her, bidding 
her, howeveV, prepare for an immediate 
return to Monfi^ur de Boifdauphi'n, 
whofe folicitations fliould no longer be 
denied.— Corifande, withdrew in filencei 
endeavouring to obtain courage to. en* 
coupler wh^t now appeared inevitable. 
The Que^n^ more miferable from felt 
reproach, forbade any of her attendants 
la ' v^ 



\ 
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•to follow her, and (hut. herfetf »up td 
refleft on this new inftance of the 
falfehood and perfidious ^nature of man* 



AT this time Margaret and her little 
irain were at Chartres, whither fhe had 
retired on fuppofing herfelf ill-treated 
"by MonGeur, when one of thofe changes 
occurred^ unaccountable to all who 
were not immediately about the royal 
perfonages concerned ; a reconciliation 
as fudden as the difference which had 
driven the Queen of Navarre from her 
brother's Court, was efFe£ted,; oblivion 
of all difputes was mutually agreed upon; 
Henry and his mother promifed to 
forgive thofe of Margaret's fervants 

who 
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who bad contrived her efcape ; and flic 
was herfelf to be reinftaied in the fitusf- 
tion her conduQ: had for a while for- 
feited*. 

Corifande then, to whom the Queen 
of Navarre had never fpoken fince the 
accufatioft brought again ft her relativt:' 
to Guifcarde, faw herfelf, like others 
who had DO will of their own, conveyed 
among, the QUecn's retinue to Vin- 

* The continual love iritriguefe, ay well as the 
various political intercfts* which were always agi- 
tating the Courts of Prance and Navarre, occa- 
(ioned the moft unexpected and difcreditable events; 
Cluarrcls and reconciliations were frequent* The 
Ctiieen Mother fomented difagreemerits between 
her children, as the bed means of iecurlng her owrk 
power i and Margaret^ who* had always fbme ' 
favourite to whom (he facrificed all other corifidcr- 
ations, often left her mother in difguft, and fecretl^'^ 
efcaped to pafs her time with one or other c^thefe 
fevoiired lovers j while her brothers, who wci% 
unfeeling, and unprincipled,^ pc^,faid fometimes to 
have participated too deeply in the vices t|;»at dis- 
graced her, and, at others, perfecuted afid confined 
Her. 



f. 
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cennes^ where Henry the Third then 
held his Court, a\id (he could na longer 
doubt of being imniiediately given up 
to her uncle. During the journey, 
Guifcarde did not-appear as on former 
occafions attending the Queen's litter 
on horfeback, equipped like a herp 
of romance; he was not feen at all; 
and:frpm tlie little Corifande could 
gather from the hints and broken con- 
verfaiion Ihe heard among the dreflers 
and other perfonsj fhe thought he was 
in difgrace with his miftrefs, and banifh- 
ed her prefeace for ever. 

It was fome confolation to be relieved 
from his importunity, though too man)n 
other caufes of difquiet ftill remiained 
^ jLhe unhiappy Corifande. 

But, withput any one friend to whom 
ftef could confide her forrows, tor wha 
would aflift" fibr to'' efcapt from Ihem,' 
compjiaint was ^ufelefs; and ftie could 
only prepare to fuffer in filence t^e 
mifcries that awaited her. 
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To attem{xt once more to efcape 
before (he was again in the power of 
her uncle, was the only means by which 
It appeared pofTible for her to avoid a 
deftiny a thoufand times worfc than 
death. Yet, how efFefluate her efcape? 
and, if efFefled, to whom could flie go ? 
The illufion that had formerly animated 
her exertions had faded away. Her 
father certainly lived, but he was no 
longer able to prote£k her; he was 
himfelf enduring a living death ; and 
even the aflurance of his yet exifting, 
(which Corifande once thought it would 
be comfort enough to know,) nowfeemed 
only an aggravation of her fufferings, 
by inflifling folicitude foothed by* no 
rational hope* Too well apprifed of the 
inexorable nature of the perfons in 
whofe power he was held, Corifande 
coiild only think of him with the fame 
agonizing fenfations as he feels, who 
kts the friend he loves enduring ttte 
fniferies of an acute difeafe,. from which 
1 4 ^^\^ 
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th^e is no deliverance but by death. — 
In addition to tbefe melancholy re- 
fleQions; Corifande had reafon to dread, 
that her rejeftion of cither i)*Herault 
or De Champignac n>ight en>bitter his 
imprifonment, and aecelerate his fate. 

To conjeftural wretchednefs only 
Corifande >vas hot long left* On the 
arrival of Queen Margaret at Virtjcennes, 
her fuite remained at Paris, wjiither fhe 
came herfelf a few days afterwards ; 
and hardly- had an hour pafled before 
a meffage was fent to Mademoifelle de 
Beauvilliers, that the Queen defired to 
fee her. 

There was no oth^r perfon prefent, 
and Corifande refumed her courage. 
Margaret began by lamenting that it 
was no longer poffible for her to grant 
her the afylum flie had promifed — the 
Vidanie de Boifdauphin had reclaimed 
his niece, and there was an order iffued 
by the King to have her immediately 
delivered to hiin-^** Nor have I,Made- 
, - ' moifelle/> 
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inpifelle," faid Margaret, " any power 
whatever \o keep you with me : as the 
ward of Boifdauphin, you muft obey. 
The wife of the Baron d'Herault he 
might him/elf have proteQed^ nay/ he 
may ftill protedl you, if happily you 
ftiould hav^ changed your mind.'** 

** Your majcfty is entided to my 
gratitude,'* faid Gorifande^ "I ani 
unfortunate, and muft endure. I had 
rather be niade miferable 1)y any one 
elfe than make myfelf To. I never will* 
voluntarily become the wife either of 
Monfieur d'Herault, or of him for 
wjipm rthe Vidame defigns me.' ' 

The countenance of the Qiieen loft 
the calmnefs it wore at the beginning 
of the converfation. St. Laurent was 
not forgotten, and again Margaret gave 
way; to the' jealoufy which^ as far as 
it related to Corifande's coniduft, fhe 
had ftifled ; for, naturally generous, her 
goodnefs of heart conquered every paf- 
fion but that unfortunate one, which 
I 5 ^txv^^x^ 
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rendered all the reft mifunderftobd pr 
abortive; and, after the anfwer Cori- 
fande made when her firft fufpicion was 
explained, the Queen had forgiven what 
appeared not only involuntary but uh- 
eafy to her, while' the royal indignation 
fell folely on the fickle and; ungrateful 
Guifcarde. 

Bujt, now it again feemed -hardly to 
be doubted that A(?r eyes wefe' not alone 
fafcinated by GuiijCarde, and that the 
young heart of Corifahde was affefled 
by the fame malady'. The Queen there- 
fore difmiffed her in vifible difpleafure • 
and Corifande expefled nothing 'but to 
be immediately given up to her uncle, 
who was, fhe underftood, arrived at 
Paris to receive her. ' 

Biit, before the Vidame undertook to 
exercife that power with which the King's 
pleafure ratHer than the rights of nature 
inyefted him, De Champignac had pre- 
vaiFed upon Boifdauphin to' alloW him 
to try what efFe£l his perfon and elo- 
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quence, which he believed to b^ kU- 
together irrefiftible, would havfe on - 
Corifande. 

Over the'royal trifler, who now made 
an ediA to ftrip his people, and now 
took the lap-dog of fome unf6rtunate* 
reclufe, every intriguer who chofe it 
might by fome means or other obtain 
influence. That of Dc Champigriac was 
ftill in its meridian, though he had feveral 
rivals, and he contrived it fhould be 
^t the exprefs defire of the King het 
brother, that Margaret kept the youn^ 
hcirefs fome days longer with her. 

Corifande, ignorant of this arrange- 
ment, was furprifed at the delay, yet in 
hourly cxpeQation :6f her unclci when 

* // alloii ordinairemcnt avcc la Heme f on Efpoufe, - 
par les rites et mutfom iie Paris, prendre les pdits • 
cbiens qui lew plaifoient fort : 'alloient aujji par tons 
les monqft'^es desfemmes aux environs de Paris, /aire 
quefti de petUs clUnsi au grand regret des d^mes^ftd 
Us avoient, t , .; 

15 Da 
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Dc Champignac, caufing himfelf to be 
announced in great^Corm, was Ihown 
into the apartment fhe occupied. 

If it were univerfally true, that the 
female heart is never fortified, againft 
a haiidfome coxcomb, Corifande would 
afluredly have feen the Marquis de 
Champignac ^ with vei-y diiFerent eyes, 
for his perfon and face were unconimon- 
ly beautiful: they gave indeed rather 
the idea of the beauty of very" early 
youth, or thsi^t of a^ woman, than of a 
nran of five-and-twenty. His drefs, 
confifting of coloured fatin, was ftudied 
with the greateft nicety, his laces the 
fineft that could be procured,, and his 
hair moft delicately buckled*, Cpri- 
fande, much as fhe had heard of him, 
beheld him with aftonifliment, but it 
was milled with unconquerable difgufl. 

* Le Roy danfolt fouvent mafque et faifoit col- 
lation avec fcsinignon, ftifez, ctfr^fez, Regne 
lie Henri m. 

The 
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The arrogance and felf-conftquence 
vith which he addreiTed her, the re- 
proaches he made her for having, before 
flie knew him, rejefted him, together 
with the conviction he appeared to have 
that he need only be feen and heard to 
caufe an entire alteration in her fenti- 
ments, operated very differently indeed 
from what he expefted. Corifande . re- 
je6le,d him with a degree of haughtinefs 
which he had never before experienced; 
arid upon. hi» threatening her, towards 
the clofe of the dialogue,, that he Ihould 
appeal to the authority of the Vidame 
her uncle, fhe told him, without at all 
attempting to foften the declaration, 
that fhe would meet death in its mofi 
hideous form,^ rather than marry a 
man from whom her heart and her 
reafon equally recoiled. 

Reafon ! a young^ woman dare to 
talk of reafon I — De Champignac 
had never' before heard any thing fo 

provokingly 
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provokingly abfurd ; never had he be- 
fore experienced fo fevere a mortifica- 
tion. Unufed to the (lighteft oppo- 
fition, and naturally prefumptuous and 
vindifiive, he could not a moment ftifle 
the rage he felt, and he gave vent to 
it in the. mod intemperate manner to 
the firft perfpn he met, who happened 
to be NUdemoifelle Saintval. 

This young lady liftened to him a 
wiiile in filence ; and then laughing im- 
moderately at his diftrefs, fhe afked 
him, IC it was really poffible he could 
be ignorant of what was notorious to 
every Body elfe? 

£)e Chafnpignac demanded an ex- 
planation ; and the Demoifelle named 
St. Laurent as the favoured lover of 
Corifande ; adding, that his abfence 
was partly in compliance with an 
order given by the Queen of Navarre; 
but yet more, that he might concert 
mettuires to carry off Corifande to one 

of 
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of the fortreffes of the Hugonots^ where 
her reception was alreiady fecured, and 
where he was to marry her. 

Stung to fury, the Marquis quitted 
his malicious informer, who rejoiced 
in the jbope of gratifying her revenge 
againft St. Laurent; while De Cham-^ 
prgnac immediately applied to the King, 
and demanded permiffibn to feek from 
Guifcarde fuch fati;sfa£iion as his injured 
honour and idif^ppointcd love d€- 
fna^d^di i 

Henry, who detefted St. Laurent,' 
woul4 rather have had De Champigriac 
taT^e , his remedy by aflaffination than^ 
that he ftiould riflt hi^ life , in duej 
^'idl himl ■ But De Champigiif^, preJiTfed 
that It (hould be fuppofed there was 
any hazard. jtQ him From the (kill or 
C0urage of the JBeau Guifcjardej ^ihonl 
be afFefted to d^tpifd, f feffed for th« 
Rberty of' furtirtioning^ h?m^ to' the 
field ; aod. Henry, who loved^' a 
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fliow*, confented to gratify his^ fa- 
vouritei in the hope of punifliing the 
favourite of his fifter* 

, Stir Laurent 

* Such kinds of c6mfcats were cricouraged ty the 
Court 5 ind Henry, as well as the three QbitextSj 
Catharine de Mcdicis, her daughter Ctueesn Mar- 
garet of Navarre, arid Louifa of Sa.voy, Henry's 
Queen, were not unfr^quently fpeftators of thefe, 
as well as of the moft cruel executions* The foUow- 
jiig narrative marl^i th'6 m^nhers of the age, arid 
t^e chara6ler of the laft Kitig of tWerace of Valdis, 

*' Le Dimanche vingt feptifme Ayril, pou^ 
demeder une qucrelle nee pour fort legere occafion, 
le jour precedent en la cour du Louvre, entre le 
Sieur de Quelus, Tun des grands mignons du Roi, 
et le jeuhe d'Antragues, que Ton appelloit d* Antra-' 
qtiet, favory de la Maifoa de Guile: 

'c Ledit 4luelus, avec Maugiron^^^^t I^ivaifotj et 
d' Antraquet . avec Riberac, . et Ic; jeune *Shombci^j^ 
;fe trouverent des cinq ,heures du matin au marche 
a»x Chevaut, prez la Ballille, 4t la combatireiit fi 
furieufe'meht, que )e beau Maiigiron tt le j^und 
Shomberg demeurerent mort Tur la place 3 Riberacj 
des coup qu il y receut, ^lourut le lendemain a 
midi« Liverot fut fix femains malaje^ mais enfia 
xefchapa. Antraquet s'cp ^alla fain et fauf ^ec un 

petit 
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St« Laurent was challenged to appear 
on a certain day, according to the forms 
ufed at that time ; and to bring with 
him two friends. Irritated by the re- 
jeftion he had received from Corifande^ 
for whom his paffion was almoft frepzy^ 
and his heaift reproaching him for in- 
gratitude towards his royal benefaClrefs, 

petit coup> qui n^eilok qu*une cfgratigneurttr 
Qiielus, auteur'et agrefleur de la noife> de ^ix* 
nslif coups quil y reccut, languit trente-trois jours, 
ct mourut le Jeudi vingtneufiefinc Mai ^ rhotcl 
de Boify, ou il profita le grand faveur du Roi, quit 
Falloit tcfus les jours voir, et ne bouget du cheve^ 
de Ton Ii6t, et qui avoit promis au chirurgiens qui 
le penfoicnt, cent mil franes, au cas qu il revint 
en convalefcence ; et a ce beau mignon cent mil 
ecus, pour lui faire avoir bon courage de gutrir.— 
A la verite, le Roy porta a lui et a Maugiron nne 
merveilleuie amiti6 ; car il les baifa tous deut» 
morts, fit tondre leur teftes, et importer -et fcrwr 
leur blond cheveux; ofla a Quel us les pendans de 
{^s oreillcs, que lai meme auparavant lui avoit 
donncz, et attachez de fa propre maii¥.**— This was^ 
undoubtedly tbc age of CJ^valiy*^ 
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St. Laurent heard the challenge with a 
defpcrate kind of fatisfaflion, and re- 
paired with two friends to the place of 
affignation — his /natyiiral courage re- 
doubled by defpair. 

The combat was fierce ; for De 
Champigriac, ' with all his effeminacy^ 
was nqt deftitute of perfonal refolution. 
He was carried from the field, as it. was 
fuppofed, mortally wounded ; and Le 
beau Guifcarde paid for his temerity 
with his life. He died covered with 
wounds, and entreating tbofe about him 
to bear his laft adieu to Mademoifelle 
ib Beauvilliers^ and to tell her, that, 
fihce to live for her was denied him, 
he died with pleafure. 

One of the Marquis's party was alfo 
dangeroufly hurt 5 and a young man 
who was called L'Infclici, and paffed 
for,^n Italian, who had appeared as one 
of Guifcarde's friends, received a wound 
in the arm ; the other two efcaped with 
little injury. 

the 
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The long confinement of ChaiDpt- 
gnac delivered Corifande from his- im- 
portunities. H^r heart, though it felt 
no preference for Guifcarde, was too 
good not to be^ affefted by his death ;. 
but none but Queen Margaret and her- 
felf remembered liim a week after it 
had happened, unlefs it was^ Made- 
moifelle de Saintval, who never having 
forgivert Guifcarde for' his preference 
of Corifande, rejoiced in having been 
in fome meafure the means of this caf- 
taftrophe. Mademoifelle d'Alincourt 
had retired fome time before to expiate 
the errors of her unfortunate love in a 
convent. 

Margaret, till the grief fhe really felt 
for the lofs of the laft unhappy favourite 
was mitigated by Tome riling JJaYtiality 
for anotVer, retired to & houfe fhe 
pofletfed at 'P'afly. An order iof the 
Queen Mother's would have prevented 
Corifande from attertding her, if either 
of them ha(i wifhedTor that attendance*. 



r 
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,CoriGainde, therefore, remainei at 
Paris, and.faw herrelf transferred frpm 
the fuite of Margaret to that of Catha- . 
rine — a change which added to her ap- 
prehenfions of never more being allow- 
ed to enjoy one moment of freedom, or 
of repofe- 

What wer^ the motives of the Queen^ 
who now loaded her with profeffiori* 
of kindnefs,. and ^equeded tbat,^ though 
nat in her fctvicey (he ivould be near 
her perfon, Corifande could by no 
weans conjefture. If to promote her 
marriage with De Cbampignac„ all thift- 
evidently ftudied generofity was fuper- 
. fluous, a« it had hitherto been under- 
fiood^ that the Kingfs mandate alone 
was not to be refitted, and that youth 
and agp, beauty and deformity, fenfe 
and idiotifm, muft. befubj^aed to fweac 
eternal afFe6tion~ t6 each other on the 
fignification of Teljft noire plaifir. 

Nothing therefore was more {grange 
ihgin that Henry or his mother fhould 

endeavour 
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endeavour to obtain by artful conde- 
fcenfion what they might. compel by. 
tteir inlperial ordinance. Corifande 

^ knew herfelf to be a defencelefs creature, 
wholly at* their mercy. They might 
take the eilates which were yet called 
hers, and might give them, as many 
otliers had been given, to one of the 
Court minions. Corifande confidered 
ihieir forbearance with furprife ; but it 
was not in her power to feel gratitude, 
and towards Queen (^atharitie in par- 

. ticular, in whom flie beheld the evil 
genius that had occafioned fo much 
public and private mifery, (he felt a 
degree of deteftation which the forms 
of a Court hardly enabled her to conceal. 
Had (he known the views with which 
Catharine detained and flattered her, it 
Would have been impoflible for her to . 
have fubmitted to thofe forms without 
refinance. 

While the two armies, that of the 
Calvinifts under tht King of ^Navarre, 
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and that of the League linder Renry's 
generals, were engaged in daily (kir-. 
milhe^, and, whenever they met in any 
numbers, bloody and hard-fought bat- 
tles enfued ; while towns, adhering to 
one or the other party, were every day 
taken on one fide or the other, and civil 
"war in all its horrors ravaged the dif- 
traded kingdom ; the two Courts of 
France and of.Navarre not unfrequently 
met: and, amidtl fcenes of luxurious 
magnificence and refined debauchery, 
the ; mifery of the infulted people was 
forgotten. But this was an age when 
vice lofl half its ^deformity by lojing its 
grojfnefs. 

Catharine of Medicis had not only 
thfe art to govern her own offspring, 
all of whom partook of her difpoGtion| 
but fhe had made the more elevated mindl 
and excellent heart of her fpn-in-lavVj. 
Henry of Navarre, her fludy.^ It ws^s 
not iqdfed very difficult to difcover by 
what naeans he might be; fediTced, finc^ 

his 



_ THE STORY OF CORISANDE. 183 

his paffion for beautiful women very 
fopn difclofed itfelf ; and when fhe 
defired.to detach the warlike monarch 
from the purfuit of conqueft» and to 
acquire a knowledge of his plans, (he 
threw in his way fome young beauty, 
whofe fafcination he had not always the 
virtue to refill, even when confcious of 
the fnare. 

The King of France and the Queen 
Mother, removing to Chambord on 
account of an infeClious diftemper that 
raged in the neighbourhood of Paris, 
were there met, on Catharine's invita* 
tion, by the King of Navarre, To 
negotiate for a truce was the oftenGble 
reafon of this junftion : but both parties 
had other views,* or imagined they had 
fuch, as an excufe for forming a tem* 
porary league, of pleafure, which lan- 
gaiflied when the two Courts were 
feparatedr 

Pleafure, therefore, now feemed the 
bufinefs of every body. Affemblies, in 
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ivijich all who chofe it afTumed Tom^ 
Bifguife, were given in, this iolmenfe 
edifice*, and Catharine encouraged the 
Tantaftic and extravagant inventions, 
calculated to intoxicate the young, and 
pique the fenfuality of the fatigued 
voluptuary. Yet, amidft all this, her 
political projeQs never were a moment 
forgotten. Her prefent purpofe was to 
attraft the King of Navarre by the 
uncommon beauty of the young Cori- 
fande/ She wiftied that he fhould attach 
himfelf to one who would occupy his 
time, and draw bis attention from 
liis too Tuccefsful warfare. From what 
Ihe had remarked of the high fpirit and 
ftrong underflanding of the heirefs of 
Beauvilliers, Catharine imagined, that, 
if the King of Navarre once could be 
engaged to notice her, her beauty, fenfe, 
and fimple manners, fo unlike thofe of 
moft of the young women about the 

* The Callle of Chambord. 

Court, 
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Court, wbtild for a while at lead fix 
him. As to any priHciple that might 
deter her from makin^g an experiment 
fo probal)ly fatal to the peace and 
honour of the obje61; through whom it ^ 
wastb'be made, Catharine de Medicis 
was too thoroughly a politician to fuffer 
confcientious fcruples^ of any fort to 
interfere with her views. 

With thefe views, therefore, the 
Queen condefcended to . overwhelm 
Corifande with her gra^cious attentions. 
, The coldnefs with which they were 
received did not change or diminifh her 
bounties: the mofl: becoming dreffes 
were fent as prefi^nts ; and on a par- 
ticular night;, when there was to be a 
mafque, it was fignified to Gorifande 
that fhe was expefted to appear dreffed 
in one which the Queen fentherown 
tire-woman to fit; arid as fhe had 
pleaded timidity as a reafdh againft dan-i 
cing, though it was in 'truth from feeling 
that oppreflion of the heart which made 

Vol. Ill, K ^n^\>j 
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^very fuch exertion painful to her, Ca* 
tharine defired her to remain neai; her- 
felf, as a fpeSator of the pleafures of 
the evening. Corifande, though in- 
different to every thing tliat was offered 
her, obeyed, becaufe it was iropoffible 
to refufe. 

The King of Prance, his favourites, 
and many 1 aeries of the Court, appeared 

, in grotefque dreffes. Corifande beheld 
them all with pity bordipring on con- 
tempt, when her thoughts were called 
home on obferving herfelf pointed out 
by the Queen to a nobleman of majeftic 
appearance, who, gazing on her a few 
moments, approached and fpoke to her. 
It was the King of N'avarre. 

All the i'ufferings of her father in the 
fervice of this Prince, and the religion 
he profeffed, were inftantl^ prefent to 
Corifande ; and it was thefe recolleftions, 

• rather than awe,, which made her an- 
fwers trembling and incoherent. To 
Henry, however, this naivttc had a 

thoufand 
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V ■ 

thoufand charms; but, when (he re- 
covered herfelf from this firft embarraffi- 
tnent, and anfwered him with her ufual 
fenfe and dignity, he thought he beheld 
a creature indeed of a fuperior order^ 
and her beauty, dazzling as it was, ap-^ 
peared to be the leaft of her perfeaions. 
The Queen Mother, affured that the 
irain (he had lain would be efFe£lual, 
was already reckoning upon the advan- 
tages to be derived from it : fhe faw that 
Henry could hardly tear himfelf away 
from the fpot where Corifande fat, and 
that, when fome attention to others com- 
pelled hitti to do fo, his eyes were con- 
tinually turned towards her- he feemed 
to be inquiring about her of every body 
'he fpoke to-— and it was true, that fincc 
he had feen her, he recollefted havipg 
heard of fomething fingular that had 
befallen her, but fo imperfedly, that 
in the hurry of a caitipsiign it had been 
forgotten. 

K» ' At 
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At length he found tin one of his own 
attendants, a perfon who had made Him- 
felf mafter of every particular relative 
to Corifande; and he was relating them 
t(y the King, when a mafk, who had 
long been attentively obferving her, ap- 
proached the objeft of their converfa- 
tion. 

•' Does Madcmoifelle de Beauvilliers 
enjoy this brilliant fpeCtacle?'* faid he : 
"Does fhc receive as much pleafure as 
the fight of hei" gives to all who aflift at 
it?'' 

•Corifande anfwered carelefsly, as (he 
thought fuch a common-place addrefs 
required no very ferious attention 5 
when the mafk contrived, in fuch a way 
as made it impofBble fhe fliould be 
ofFi^nded, to turn the difcourfe on the 
unfortunate Chevalier de St. Laurent. 

" I knew him/' faid he, " and I 
envied him the latter part of his def- 
tiny.'^/ 

*« An 
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"An extraordinary fabje£t for envy/^ 
faid Corifande. 

."Ah! Mademoifelle, he is furely to 

be envied who died in the dear affurance 

^that the lovely Corifande de Beauvil- 

liers was not averfe to him in life, and 

that hi* death was wept by her.'* 

" The death of any other man would 
have been equally wept — any other man 
.whom I had feeii blindly devote himfelf 
to deftruftiori, and ufe my name as a 
pretence for his fatal rafhnefs. I do 
not know you, Monfieur, but I defire 
to undeceive you. I gave no caufe to 
the Chevalier de St. Laurent to a£l as 
he did." 

" I with to believe you,'* cried the 
mafic eagerly. . "But, alas!. Made* 
moifelle, fliould the daughter bf the 
C^ifnt de Beauvjlliers be Aerd— rhere, in 
the Court of Queen Catharine ? Should 
Jhc be the oftenfible objeft of fuch com- ' 
bats as we have lately wi^neffed, while hei> 

father " He hefitated. 

K ^ ^>^^^ 
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The heart of Corifande again bpunded 
with the fame iemotions as had at firft 
induced her to liften to Guifcarde. 
She remembered, indeed, how ill he had 
fulfilled the promifqs he had made her, 
and was afraid fhe was again about to ^ 
purfue a hope which always eluded 
her grafp : but her defire to hear of Her 
father conquered every fear of the 
confequenccs of, converfing with a 
llranger; and Ihe caught at the word 
" Father !'*^ 

: " Do you know my father ?'* faid 
fhe : " What were you about to fay of 
him?" 

•* I am loo young to have known 
your father, but he was the friend of 
mine— of that brave unhappy man, with 
whofefate his has in many inftances too 
much fimilitude. Grant heaven (bat 
in the cataftrophe it may differ !** 

-^* You fpeak riddles, flranger! Is it 
to one whofe looks are concealed, ani! 
the purport of whofe words are myfteri- 

ous— ■ 
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ous— IS it to fqch a one I ought to give 
even a momentary confidence ?" 

"Were I fo tell you who the un- 
fortunate fnan is who thus ventures to 
addrefs you, would you give him pity 
for his owh fake, and attention for your 
own?** ' 

Cgit^fande was nriore and more afta- 
nifhed^ ^nd uneafy at an addrefs fo 
extraordinary, which'was rendered more 
fo by a certain peculiarity ^f manner, 
which did not for, a momeqt allow her 
10 fuppafe' there was cither deception 
or impertinence intended. Once more 
{he becamci perfuaded that an occafion 
offered to hear of her father, and Ihe 
could not believe; that any ftep could 
bfei very wrong that twas taken with that 
intention : therefore, on the ftranger's 
obfervingto her that their conference 
was becoming remarkable, add that the 
King of Nayarrowas making his way' 
throUgh the furrdunding crowd to ipeak 
tdh^f, Ihe was hiirried into a promife 
K 4 vcs 
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to meet this unknown perfpnf the foiv 

lowing evening in an avenue of Uwi^n 

' trees; in the moft remote, part ti3f 'the 

gardens of the cattle^ and t«^ear an, an- 

tienticbnp<il ieldom kifedv. .Tht ftrjarOger 

himfQir marked theipjac5&iandvtiie . Jbour. 

** The courtiers," faid he^ ^^ will bai^ 

plhy 'in the King^i3 ^aparfmehts^ >the 

Queen ihut up in ber cabinet gnd^* no 

one vrtil benear that.Hnfrequehtedfpot 

but perhaps a prifeft^ fWhb may i^perfoctii 

the eveaingiferviceMa LHv)© t)rilhroi(;f^^^ 

.the fuperannuaited cnenial fervaots. of the 

Court. When I tell you;..! dare .nat 

often mingle with . i>he ' multitude^ Yiho 

-fdhtJund.TOj^alty-, ;aInS that .iny] beftofe^ 

XQrEityqi^l beingi.uhkuoivnji yel^ thatcas 

tioTDle blo04/ runs vim my^r^^insMas dife 

proudeffiinrthe Cqurt circle roaoi boaft, 

you will guefstbat; Iialfaam' pne of the 

ytofcribed;: s^nd jindge A^ether ^ I aiam 

not kiterefted'foEiitfce^iCoiirit de ^eiui- 

viUierai ind his daugbter." : Corifandie 

had omly/ time, trentrhlihg. as flie fpdkc, 

<; » A' to 
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to repeat her aflu ranee that fhe would 
hear what he had to fay of her father 
in the place where only he could com- 
municate it in fafety. He left her, and. 
mingled in the crowd. 

The King of Navarre foon after came 
up to her, but his manner towards her 
was entirely changed. He fat down by 
her, and fpoke to her rather with the 
cdnGderate kindnefs of a brother than 
the admiration of "a lover. He fpoke 
toiler of the misfortunes of her father 
and her family, proteding, that for a 
parent to be feparated from fuch a 
daughter mufli be the heavieft of his 
diftreffes. The heart of Corifande 
thanked him, for he confirmed to her 
that her father'lived ; but fhe was unable 
to fpeak. The JCing proceeded to fhow 
that he had informed himfelf of her 
particular hiftory. " When I firft faw 
you/' faid he, " I believed that irre- 
fiftible circumftances had enlifted the 
hcirefs of Beauvilliers among the ladies^ 
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attendant on the Queen, but I now 
underftand how it happened th^t you at 
prefent make one of them ; and believe 
me, Mademoifeile, my admiration of 
your" beauty is mingled with reverence 
and refpeft. , Continue that noble con^ 
fcioufnefs of your owh wonh^ which does 
you fo much honour. Such animals as 
thofe who have dared to pretend to 
you are utterly unworthy of you. ^ Suf- 
fer not yourfelf to b^ thrown away 
upon any of them, beautiful Corifande. 

The time may come when /* At 

this moment the Queen Mother, who 
had for fome time been obferving them, 
began to fear that Corifande would more 
eafily liften to the King of 'Navarre 
than fhe wifhed; her intention was to 
engage him in a purfuit that fliould 
occupy all his thoughts, and attach him 
to the Court for fome time. The ex- 
preffion of Corifande's countenance, 
-which ihe thought announced appro- 
bation and confidence, did not there- 
fore^ 
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fore, pleafe her. She arofe to retiref 
and the conference ^ was neceffarily 
broken off. 

Alone in her apartnaent, the eVents of 
the night occupied the thoughts of 
Corirande. The dialogue fhe had held 
v^ith the ftranger excited^ however^ the 
moft lively intereft. " What or who 
can he be?" fhe inquired of herfelf as 
(he recollefted all He had faid: *^A 
Calvinift, and certainly from his man-r 
ners a perfon of rank, how can he be con- 
cealed in this place? He Teems to ts^ke 
particular intereft in my deftiny ; his 
father was the friend of mine ; he. is 
probably better informed as to the fate 
of the dear parent I lament tjb^n any 
perfon I have yet converfed^with j J 
can incur no hazard in meeting fuch 
a man, even though I do not icnqw 
him. But Manon fhall go with mev" 
Manon was a young perfon^ y^om fhe. 
bad lately taken intof her jfervige. ^^ , 
K fi Having 
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Having formed this refolution, and 
fttisfied herfelf as to its propriety, ffiie^ 
endeavoured to compofe her fpirkfr till 
the tirAe came; ^nd to collea heiffelf 
as well as ftie could, fhe comfJlaihed of 
indifpoGtion, and defired leave to re- 
ihain in hfcr own rboifh the whold-day. ' 
•At '^length the hour came' \^hent^he 
ftranger.had told her he Ihould cxpeft 
her.' * ' 

Half doubtmg whether fhe ought 
not tcf t'ecede, Corifande fet forth, lean- 
ing'^oh the arm of- h^r imard. It Was" 
fn' this month of ■ Fehriiary, and- ftill 
'winter/ yet with a faint promife of the 
di'ftant fpring. There was a fharp wind, 
atid ni'i^ Ws already coming on ; cir- 
cumftancds which fecured her* from in- 
terruption.' Her heart beat as fhe ap- 
prdached the linden' trees, and paffed 
thfe old chapel, the d<i/6r of which ^as 
open. She looked fearfully towards the 
place of affignalion~the ftr^nger was^ 
* ^^ already 
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already waiting for her. He advanced 
to meet hfdr. 5* You are not alone, 
Mademoifelle,*' faid he : ^^ fufFer me 
to afk of you to fend your woman to 
Tome diftance. Corifande ordered 
Manon to retire, but not to lofe fight 
of her. The ftranger, whofe coun- 
tenance, though ftill indiftinflly feen, 
Was that of a man of three orfour-and- 
twenty, (poke thus: - 

" i will inform you in a few words 
who' I am: you have undotibtedly 
heatd of the unfortunate Count de 
Mohtgomeri*, who, after many years 

of 

* Gabriel de Lorges, Count de Montgomeri^ 
acciden'tdly killed Henry the Second of France in 
a tournament held in a place near the Baftille, on 
occaiioh of the tnarriage of the King-s (ifter to the 
Diike of Savoy. Henry infifted on Montgomeri's 
accepting his defiance, and he wounded . him 
mortally in the ^ye with a piece of a broken lance, 
Montgomeri fled to England, and did not return, 
to his 'Own coUhti^ tiH it was involyed in the civil 

- wars 
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of exile and perfeciition, was facrificed 
tontrary to the faith of a treaty— lacri- 
ficed for an involuntary crime, com-. 
mitted many years before, by the cruel 
and vindi^ive fpirit of Catharine de 
Medicis.** 

^^ I have certainly heard much of 
him/* replied Corifande. 
> " I need not then enlarge on his 
charafter. He left. a numerous family 
in indigency,- fome of them doomed to 
fuffer perfecution, and pppreffionj even 
from infancy. I am the fecond fon of 
that unfortunate man. From twelve 
years old to the prefent moment I have 
been a wanderer ; banifhed and pro- 
wars under Charles the Ninth, and was one of the 
defenders of Houen in 1562, from whence, when 
all laopc of effectual refiftance was loll,, he efeaped 
by a daring a6l of refolution. He was at length 
taken .by the Marechal de Mati^non, and, not- 
withflanding the promife that had been given him 
that his life ihould be fpared, the inhuman and 
fanguinary Catharine ordered him to be executod, ' 

fcribed> 
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fcribed I ' have . fometimes taken arms 
with my elder brpther; fometimes have, 
like a pilgrim, travelled through France 
to vifit, and, as far as I could, to proteft 
and comfort three dear unhappy fifters 
whohavefound an afylum in Switzerland, 
I will not detain your attention, Made- 
moifelle, with the hiftory of my un* 
fettled life.- -It ij now fome,mo6ths fince 
circumftances unneceffary to relate led 
me to the Abbey and Fortrefs of 
Mount St* Michel and it was my for- 
tune, by a fingular accident, to know, 
that in that Caftle, under the moft ri- 
gorous confinement, lingers the brave^ 
the eflimable de Beauvilliers.'* 

** My fatheic'-*' exclaimed Corifande; 
** Oh, heavens ! you have Teen hira 
then— you have feen him, and are fure 
that he liyes ? ^ tell me, I befeech 
you then,^Monfieurde Montgomeri— r**^ 
' •* Not Montgomeri," faid he-j *'that 
name muft not be uttered in this do- 
main: you alone, Mademoifelld, know 
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that the fuppofed Italian Infelici is the 
.unhappy Floreftan de Montgomeri. — 
But it is not of myfelf I ought to fpeak, 
or of myfelf you would wifli tohear.— ^ 
I proceed then to relate the little I know- 
that is to you more interefting; 

•*By means, whkh former tranfaftions 
put in my power, I obtained accefs to 
the Count, vigilantly guarded as he is. 
A fuffering friend of my father's, a brave 
and gallant officer languiftiing in fuch 
a place, attached my attention and 
enfuredmy reverence. I even hazard- 
ed an. attempt to enable him to efcape. 
X did not then know that he had fuch a 
daughter.'* 

: Corifande thanked him with inco- 
herent expreffions of gratitude ; fuch 
intelligence as he gave her awakened all 
the tender and filial fentiments (he had 
ever felt towards her father. Oh ! were it 
poffible for her to be admitted to fee 
him — could file once pronounce the 
name of father and receive his bleffing, 

; ' ' Ihe 
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Ihe fhould think no facrifice too great 
to obtain fuch fatisfaclion : — ^might flie 
be allowed to flbare his prifon, flie 
would cheerfully devote her life, to 
him.* 

Such Wjere the fentiments of Cori- 
'fan^e;. but ijisnot eafjr to defcribe the 
jearneftnefs, the lively swid animated 
.manner in which they were uttered. 
M.ontgomeri Jooked at her with admi*.' 
ration, which every thing (he faid in- 
j^rfegifed,' 

,-*- Lovely. and excellent Corifande,^* 
faid he, "how enchanting isnhis teit- 
;^rnefs ! . i Gracious Gpd ! are^ the* ty- 
xanby and opprefficin that imp rifon your 
father, sLhd teat you from him, to bp 
thought of . without indignation; and 
f^Hxx abhoTxencte, which fhould arm 
every honefl; mail againft the. perpetra?- 
•toi* of crimes To detcftable ?— Therje 
arentim^s,'* ^continued he in a ftern 
and eVea. fierce, manner*--** there are 
times when I could rayfelf become an 
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aflaflSn— when even murder, from which 
the heart recoils, feems ta be diftated 
by virtue.'* . 

" For Heaven's fake,? cried Cori- 
fande, ** for Heaven's fake recollefk 
yourfelf. Circumftanced as you are——** 

** As I am,*^' interrupted Montgo- 
nieri, ^* can I feel otherwife than I 
do? — But, pardbn me, I am wrong. 
Your father — is there nothing. you would 
wifh to communicate to him ?** - 

" Communicate? How? by wha* 
means? Alas! is he not a prifoner, 
ihut out from all communication ?** - 

"'There zs a poffibility of my gettiiig 
a iheffage conveyed to him, though of 
liberating him I own I defpair." 

^* Oh! gallant and compafliorsate 
Montgomeri/* cried Corifande, "if to 
do that is in your power, might not 
you procure accefs to him for me — for 
me, who would give up to confinement 
the reft of my life, could I fweeten the 
remainder of his?**; 

Montgomeri 
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Montgomeri reprefented to her how 
improbablcj iP not impoflible, it was 
for her to efcape from that fplcndid 
prifon— -the Court, where her former 
attempt had placed her. He raifed too 
another and more formidable objeftion 
in naming the probability of extreme 
danger to her father's life if fhe fhottld 
be detefted in fuch an attempt. *^ At 
prefent/* faid he, ** the vengeance 
which even his death would not fatisfy, 
but which fought to fatiate itfelf byln- 
fliftingv long years of cheerlefs folitudc 
within the walls of aprifon; that ven- 
geance, as if glutted with its 'various 
vidims, fleeps j De Beauvilliers in his 
dungeon feems forgotten ; but any at- 
tempt to efcape on his part, or on yoilrs 
to go to him, might awaken the dor- 
mant malice of his . perfecutors, and 
perhaps furnifti them with an excufe to 
do, what your refxifal of De Champig- 
nac is very likely to accelerate ; not, 

only 
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only iriay that excellent man end his 
life on a fcaflPold, but his .eftates ^may 

be feized, and -'' 

'^ Oh, do not raife all thefe difficuU 
ties/* cried Corifande ; " true as they 
may be, I cannot* bear to hear of them. 
As ta myfelfj I am utterly indifferent 
w.hat fliall be my future fortune, could 
1 but once bdreftored tp him. They 
yant only my jeftate. De Champignac, 
v?ho had never feen me when his de- 
tefted pretenfions began ; De Champi- 
gnac covets only that: let him take it^-r 
then perhaps my father may be per- 
mitted to leave his long confinement, 
and I will promife that neither of u^ 
fhall appear before thefe people, nor 
Ihall even our diftant complaints re- 
proach them. Of them I ^m afraid^ 
bui.npt of poverty-^not of, any defliny 
they will allosw me to ftiare with my 
father. I will go/' continued flbe, ac- 
quiring, new courage and animation as 

file 
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flie fpoke, ** I will apply direftly to' 
the King — I will declare that t know 
my father is living — that we defire no- 
.thing but to be allowed to go together 
into exile, and that I willingly abandorf 
all claim to the property which they 
fay is mine." i 

Montgomeri, however delighted with , 
her courage and afFeftion, here felt in 
his turn alarmed, and found it would 
be extremely difficult for him to appeafe 
the fpirit he had excited. He could, 
have worfbipped the lovely indignant 
Corifande, who appeared to him a being 
fo mueh fuperior to any of thofe frivo- 
lous creatures he had ufually feen, as 
to be almoft fupernaturaL But he knew 
her danger to have been great even 
before he confided to her that her 
father ftill lived ; and he faw with ter- 
. ror that her knowledge of it was -likely 
to increafe that danger. Himfelf an 
exile, and daring to appear at the 'Court 
^oF Henry the Second only whTle' be 
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unknown and could pafs for an Italian, 
he had hazarded much in difclofing who 
he was; but his friendfliip for Beau- 
vilHcrs, his apprehenCons as . to what 
would be the deftiny of his daughter, 
and, in truth, . dread of feeing her in 
the arms of another, had impelled him 
to ihe ftep he had taken, though he 
hardly knew to what end ; for he dared 
not recommend to Corifande to fly, 
unlefs he could have fecured her fafety 
in flight, and of any means to do that 
he had not allowed himfelf tinie to 
think: yet, what a temptation- at this 
moment aflailed him ! Refolute as Cori* 
fande appeared to feek her father at alj 
events, was it not poflible for him (o 
accompany and proteft her in this eva-. 
fion ? The means were his to fpeab to 
De Beauvilliers; it was furely poflible 
that he.might^gratify her by the fame, 
means, and what might not be his re* 
ward ? Her gratitude, her efteem, ppr-» 
haps her love !~HeaveD and earth t the 

mere 
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mere idea of obt&ining her love made^ 
him forget every thing elfe; and with 
the fophiftry ufual when a man would 
perfuadc, himfelf he is doing right in 
fbllowing his own wiflies, he faw ev.ery 
thing that was great and heroic in rilk- 
ing his own life to fave her from the 
fnares which furrounded her, and 
placing \itv tvtxi near her imprifoned 
father, if he could not releafe him. A 
thoufand other projefts, equally deli- 
cious and romantic, now followed rapid- 
ly in his imagination, and all the dan- 
gers he had but a moment before rjC- 
' prefented in fuch formidable colpars^ to 
her mind, now wholly difappeared 
from his own. To a man of two-and- 
twenty and a lover, nothing appeared 
impoffible. Naturally eloquent, he was 
now niDt to be heard with fafety by 
Corifende, who, whenever her father 
was in queftion, fufFered her prudence 
to fleep. Before they parted, Floreftan 
had perfuaded himfelf that he could 
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conduft her in fafety to 'Mount Stv 
Michel ; and Corifande had fuffered 
herfelf to believe, that the imprudence 
of trufting fo young a man, and one. 
^vho was .a ftranger to her, was to be 
Overlooked, whien her only intentiotf 
was to fulfil the purpofe with which flie 
had ~ left Monirichard, and, efcaping 
from the importunities fhe abhorred and 
the flavery fhe contemned, fe^k refuge 
in the prifon of her father, which "fhe 
believed it was pofjble for her to par-^ 
take. Floreflan afked only one day 
to digeflt the plan of her jefeape, and 
prepare every thing for its execution; 
Gorifande confented to^meet him again 
fn the fame place on the' evening of 
that day, and hear wliat his fchcraes 
t\'ere, promifing to raife no obfiacles 
if they appeared feafible; and defiring 
their fuccefs ^as ardently as' the ena-. 
moured Floreflan, though her motives 
wei'e yet purely thofe of filial affeSion. 

IN 
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IN the mean time the imriguing 
genius of Catharine was not idle. 
She imagined it certain that the King 
pf Navarre was too much fafcinated by 
the beauty of the fair De Beauvilliers 
to quit tKe place where (he was, ot 
attend to any other purfuit than that 
of gaining the objeft of his paffion. 
Henry, on his part, was far frorti being 
infenfible of her attraSions; but his 
genefoas feelings, his pity for her as 
a defolate orphail, and his refpe^ fot 
the honour of her father, his did fervatit, 
forbade him to Indulge any other fdn- 
timents than thofe of efteem and com- 
panion. He Taw the dangers wfth which 
(he was furrounded, and- was filled with 
indignation agairift Catharine for &it 
unfeeling and unwomanly projefts t6 
which ftie would facVifiCe fo much ttr- 
nocence and lovelinefs. Unfdrtuhately ' 
his character was fuch, thit, whktever 
was the purity of his intentions, any 
interference on his part would, be im* 

Vol* III, L ^wv^\. 
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puted to very different defigns, and he 
could not aflume the charafter oF the 
proteftor of Corifande but at the riik 
of injuring her. 

At length, after many plans formed 
and rejefled, he determined to intereft 
his fifter'the Princfefs Catharine in the 
fate of this interefting young creature. 
The Princefs of Navarre was then at 
Pavi, feldera having appeared at Courx 
fince the tragical death of her mother, 
and t^q maHap-e of the Hugonots,-~ 
Henry,, who had now many reafons for 
wifhing his fifter to be near him, defired 
her to remove to Limoges, then in 
poffeffion of the Calvinifts\; and in full 
afluraoce of be|r compliance, hefpokc 
immediately to Corifande (for the 
Queen gave him every opportunity hie 
could wiih to converfe with her), and 
offered her, with the Princefs Catharine, 
an afylupi fuel) as , became her cpn--. 
dition. 
It was the iiight on which flhe was 

jto 
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ta meet Floreftan^ and her imagination 
had been bufied in piduring the comfort 
ihe fliould receive in beholding her 
father, after an abfence of fo many 
mifer^ble years. With the fanguine 
hope of youth and inexperience, all 
the intervening difficulties had been 
overlooked, and a growing partiality 
for Floreftan de Montgomeri, of which 
file was herfelf unconfcious, added to 
the charm which ihe found in the idea 
of certainly feeing her long-lamented 
parent. If to (atisfy her filial afFeftion 
-was delightful, it was ftill more fo to 
ewe the power of doing it to Mont- 
gomeri. But the prppofal of the King 
of Navarre threatened to put an end 
to thefe vifions. Floreftan had already 
given her a cautioii relative to that 
Prince, whom he defcribed as honour- 
able in every thing where his paffion 
for beauty was not concerned. 

Corifande, though with as little va- 
nity as ever belonged to one who had 



f 
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been fo fed ^ith praife, was yet a woman. 
She was not fafciinated by the fuppo- 
(ition of having attraded the admiration 
of a monarch; but (be did not believe 
that the intereft h? took in her fate 
cbuld arife from any other motive than 
that admiration : yet, relying on the 
generofity of his charaflier, flie frankly 
told him, that, however flattering his 
majefty's generous intentions were, flie 
had fo great a Idefire to fee hct father, 
that no other profpefl in the world could 
induce her to forego it. 

Henry exprefled his aftonifhment and 
his doubts whether it was poflible to 
execute fuch a fcheme. Corifande, 
confcious of the propriety of her own 
'intentions, and as little doubting thofc 
of Montgomeri, told the King all that 
had pafled^ omitting only the name of 
him who had already feen De Beau, 
villiersin his prifon, and who thought he 
had the means of introducing her, if 
not to the fight of her father, yet to 

be 
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be near and have communicaiion with 
him. 

Henry was aftonifhed at the temerity 
of one who had propofed fuch a fcheme, 
as well as at the courage aticf perfe- , 
verance of Corifande. He knew th^t 
the fate of De Beaiivilliers had often 
depenVied by the fraileft tenure^ and 
that he would have perifhed long fince^ 
had not Catharine, or rather the King 
of France, feared for the lives of fome 
Catholic prifoners of rank, detained at 
Rochelle, who would have been exe- 
cuted the monoeqt the death of De 
Beauvilliers (hould be known. He had 
often attenipted to negotiate for his 
releafe, but had always been refufed ; 
and it was certain that he was one of 
^he moft obnoxious of the Calvinift 
lyoblemen,^ on account of his fprmer 
intrig^ies with England, and the fupply 
of men and money he had more than 
once obtained from thence. It feemed, 
therefore, to the King of Navarre, as 
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if this young man, whoever he was, 
had laid a fnare tb poflefs himfelf of 
the daughter, and aecelerate^ the de- 
ftrufclion of the father; and, having 
once entertained this fufpicion, the 
heart of Henry glowed with indigna- 
tion, and hardly could he prevail on 
himfelf to conceal it from Corifande, 
who already began to repent of her 
unguarded fincerity, and to entertain 
greater doubts than before, as to the 
motives that aftuated the King of Na- 
varre. 

He tried iix vain to prevaitupon her to 
name this adventurer. Corifande evaded 
even to give the flighted hint that could 
point out the perfon, and pleaded hep 
promife folemnly given againft betraying 
one who had trufted to her honour. 
Henry appeared to acquiefce, and they 
parted — neither well fatisfied with the 
other, and Corifande extremely diflatis- 
fied with herfelf. 

In fuch a Court, it was not difficuk 

to 
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tb find a perfon who would undertake 
whatever was direQed by a fuperior. 
The King of Navarre eafily engaged , 
Manon, the attendant on Corifande, to 
betray her miftreft. He imagined that, 
in doing this, he wasfavirig from in- 
evitable deftruQion not only his faith- 
fill adherent, the imprifoned De Beau- 
villiersj but his innocent and interefting 
daughter, 

Corifande, trembling to refleCl on 
what {he had done, now haftened to 
the appointment. Montgomeri -was 
again there before her; and with an 
appearance of pleafure which fiie could 
not determine to crufh, he related to 
^her the plan he had formed for their 
efcape and fubfequent journey, which 
he thought could not fail. Having 
fpoken at forae length, he awaked 
Corifande's anfwer, who faltered, hefi- 
tated, and was about to avow to him 
tier imprudent confidence in the King 
L 4 ' of . 
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of Navarre, when a number of perfons 
fuddenly iffued from the chapel, and 
came direflly towards .the place where 
they were converfing. It was neceffary 
to feparate ; and Corifande had oDly 
time to fay (he would meet binfi in the 
morning at the hour and place appoint* 
cd) though (he much doubted the pof<* 
lability of their execuling their pro^ 
jefted flight. Montgomeri would hard* 
ly fufFcr himfelf to yield to the prcfent 
danger.; but Corifancie, affifted by 
Manon, dif^ppeared among the trees^ 
andj looking back, thought fiie faw 
Montgomeri retire unmolefted ; v^'hil^ 
Ihe hurried ro her apartment, and, with 
that unguarded truft in every perfon 
of whom flie thought well, which was ' 
one of the ftrong lines in her charafter> 
communicated to Manon what had 
paffed, and hex doubts and fears as to 
the event oE what flie was about to 
Aipdertake the next morning. 
■ / • ' The 
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The dawn of that morning hardly 
appeared, before Corifande, whb had 
not flept during the nighty was alert and 

. dreffed. Her liule preparations were 
made, and Manon was ready to attend 
her. The fignal without, that had been 
agreed upon With Monrgomeri, was- 
given. They foftly defcended by a 
private ftaircafe, and through a fub« 
terraneous^ paffage which he had per-» 
feflily defcribed; though Corifande faw 
no occafion for many of ihe precaution* 
he had defired her to Aife, fince na 

" fentinel or other ])erfon was in the way > 
and they arrived (lowly, on account oi 
the darknefs, but otherwife withoutt 
accident, at an excavated arched way, 
made under one of the ramparts of earth,. ' 
and then* found ihemfelves without the 
Caftle walls, and in the park. The 
fignal was a fecorid time repeated : two 
men wrapt in long cloaks appeared o» 
horfeback. They difmodnted ; one" 
lifted Corifande on his horfe, and the 
L 5, vaVx^^ 
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Other took up Manon. - Little was faid, 
and that little in whifpers. Without 
any great exertion of fpeed, they were 
foon at a confiderable diftance from - 
Chanjbord. 

They had not, however, been gone 
many minutes, when two other horfe- 
men of exaQly the fame appearance 
came to the fame place, and Tepeated 
the fame fignals. They waited — they 
rode forward, .again gave the fig- 
nals; byt no anfwers were returned* 
The, morning was now far advanced, 
and the guard, about to be relieved, 
would immediately pafs near and challenge 
them. They were far from being able 
to give ^n account of themfelves, and 
their longer flay appeared to be totally 
ufelefs ; they therefore rode away, sind 
gave their employer, who anxioufly 
waited for a meffenger they had pro- 
mifed to fend when they were fafely in 
poffeflion of their prize, an-account of 
iheir failure. 

This 
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This etnploypr was the Kin^ of 
Navarre, himfelfjMvhp, hovyever vexed 
to believe ^he projefl he had meditated 
for Corifandc's fecurity had failed, yet 
hoped to convince her, when he faw 
her, that in what he had done^ or rather 
intended to do, he had confulted only 
her intereft and honour. He waited, 
therefore, till the hour when the gueen, 
furrounded by the ladies of. her Courts 
admitted company. He entered among, 
the firft, and foon difcerned, by whifpers 
and half fentences, that fomething 
'unufual had happened. The moment 
he faw Catharine, (he reproached him 
with very little ceremony with having 
forgptten the rcfpeft due to her fon, 
who was his fovereign, as well as to 
herfelf, in having carried off a young 
ady immediately under their proteftion. 

Confcious that he had intended to do 

this from motives that would not have 

been believed, could he have avowed 

them, and aftonifhed and hurt to find 

L 6. ' that 
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thit Corifandc was really gone, Henry 
appeared fb confiifed, and defended 
himfelf fo ill agairiH the bitter farcafms 
of Catharine, that candour itfelf muft 
hstvt pronounced him guilty of the 
charge. He retired, and haftened to 
the Captain, of ills own guard, to whofc 
care he had the preceding night com-' 
mittcd the cuftody of a prifoner. ** Ne- 
fac,** cried the King in a very angry 
tone, •* where is that man who was at 
my order taken laft night and delivered 
to your care ? and why have you fjif- 
fer^d him to efcape?** 

Nerac affured him, that, if the man had 

made his efcape, it muft have been 

witbin a very few moments, as he had 

feeii and converfed with him not 

^ njany minutes before. 

Henry, ftill more aftonifhed, bade 
Nerac lead the way to the place^ where 
his prifoner was cpnfined. As they 
went, he faid, ** Is it poffible then that 
this man has not broken hi^ prifon ? 

HavQ 
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K[ave yoii converfed with him ? Whom 
does he pretend to be ?'* 

** He is an Italian, Sire/* replied 
Captain Nerac ; " it is the, young Ita. 
Han who calls himfelf Infelici, attd'who, 
a few days before your majefty joined 
the Court of the King of France,' fought 
on the fide of St. Laurent, who was* 
killed by De Champignac." 

This account was not calculated to 
put Henry in a better humour. ** An 
Italian!" cried he; " does he fay he is 
an Italian ? But fliow me to him/* 

The King of Navarre now entered 
a low room, extremely refembling a 
prjfon, under one of the cazernes where 
his guard were accuftomed to pafs the 
night, and which was indeed ufed as a 
place of confinement for the folcliers 
who had committed any mifdemeanoxufs^ 
It was dark and dirty. The prifbuer^ 
who was fitting in a dejeded poftuce^ 
rofe on the entrance of the King. His^ 
commanding air and fpiritcd coumenamce. 

furgrifed 
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furprifed the monarch. But Henry was 
ftill mot-e furprifed to fee him there, 
fince he had no doubt but that this was 
the fame man with whom Corifande had 
fo raflily engaged herfelf to go, and yet 
fhe was now gone without him. 

" You are the perfon," faid Henry, 
as foon as Nerac at his defire had with- 
drawn, *' who had undertaken, I think,, 
to condufl: Mademoifelle de Beauvilliers 
to her father?" 

** I do not know," replied th^ 
prifoner, '' how you, , Sir, became fo- 
well acquainted with my intentions : 
that I had fuch an intention I avow." 
. *VAnd whom have yoi\ entrufted to 
execute it for.you? Come, Sir, J mull 
not be trifled with; I muft infift upon 
Icnowing inftantly, which road, and 
under whofe conduct, that young lady is 
gone ?y 

^VGone !'* exclaimed Montgomeri in 
an agony, which convinced Henry 
more than a thoufand proteftations ; 

*' Gone! 
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" Gone ! Heaven and e(artb ! what do* 

you mean to fay ?'* 

. ** I mean/' faid H^nry, " that the 

young lady is gone ; gnd 1 afk you, who 

probably contrived her_ flight, with 

whom?' 

" The charge was too precious/* faid 
Montgomeri, ** to be entrufted to any 
but myfelf. If — No! I dare not truft 
myfelf with the conjeSures that crowd 
on my mind. Sir, if you are as 1 have 

. ever believed — if you are what a King 
ought to be, the guardian and protedlor 

^of innocence, lofe not a moment, fend 
a party of your 4)eople after ihe ruffians 
that hs^ve taken her. Do more^ Sir; 
releafe me who have committed no 
crime, and whom it is injuftice to detain, 
and fufFer me, oh! fufFer me to purfue 
them, and die if I cannot avenge her!'* 
Henry, moved at the lively expreffion 
of paffion, the force of which he was 
too well acquainted with^ and involun- 
tarily 
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taiily attraded by the courage and 
energy of the young man» then de-^ 
manded his nanpe; and when Mont- 
gpmeri declared who he was, the gene- 
rous monarch embraced him ^ith af- 
feftion ; deplored the error he had been 
guilty of when hfi fi^ncie^d he had pre- 
ferved Corifande from the power of an 
Italian adventurer; and confcious of 
the danger Montgomeri would incur 
where he was if his real name were 
known, he briefly agreed with him on 
what fhould be faid to conceal it, di- 
refted his inftant releafe, and, decliiring 
that he took the Sieur Infelici imme- 
diately into his fervice, gave him a party 
of twenty cbofen men, and the afliftance 
of a young officer of undoubted bravery 
on whom he could depend; and within 
an hour after the King's firft feeing him 
as a prifoner, Montgomeri was on- the 
road which he imagined I>*HerauIt had 
taken ; for he bad too much reafbn ta 

beh*eve 



THE STOgY OF CORISANDE. 2^5 

believe that Corifande had fallen into 
his hands^ and would be compelled to 
become his wife., 

It could not be De Champignac wha 
had thus borne off the unhappy viftim ; 
for he was ftill languifhing of the wounds 
he had received fix weeks before» and his 
recovery was extremely doubtful. Mont? 
gomeri knew too well from whence the 
blow earner but fuch was the^i(^ra£led 
ftate of his mind» that he was incapable 
of judging how beft to counteraft it* 
He led the men, therefore, towards the 
ufual and moft fecure refidence of 
D^Herault, a ftrongly fortified caftle on 
the borders of Percbe, where he might 
fecrete his prey againft any thing- biit 
a regular fiege. -Montgomeri, un* 
confeious of every thing but the peril 
of her he loved, would have given the 
party as little repofe as he was capable 
of taking himfelfj but thcreft of them, 
however brave qr aQive, having no 
fuch inducement, would not altogether 
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forego their repofe ; yet, by great ex- 
ertion, they reached the Caftle of MeiU 
lerive early on the fecond day. They 
reached; it but it was only to increafe 
the diftraflion of Montgomcri. As 
that province was then m tranquil- 
lity, ,only an ordinary guard wa» 
mounted, who, having had no orders 
to the contrary, admitted the two offr- 
cers and three or four men, on being* 
told they had commands for the Baroni 
from Court. 

The Baron, however, was not there, 
and Montgomeri felt his error in fup^ 
pofing that he would go where he would- 
probably be fo immediately fought for; 
It was in vain he endeavoured to dif* 
cover from the concierge of the* Caftle 
where his lord was. The swifwers he 
received prefently convinced him> not 
only that he was not at Meillerive, but 
that his people knew not where he was^ 
dis it was many,week5 fince he had viGted- 
that houfe« 

The 
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The companion of Montgomeri now 
doubted the utility of purfuing him> 

' and thought his orders from the King 
of Navarre went no further. Mont- 
gomeri, whofe mind was now agitated 
even to a ftate bordering on phrenfy^ 
and unable to conceal what he felt even 
from D'Herault's people, was incapst- 
ble pf arguing with one to whom he 
could not communicate any portion of his 
impetuous feelings. He left Meillerive, 
therefore, alone, and determined in the 
defpair of his heart to find Corifande^ 
wherever flie might be, or perifli in 
atternpting to find her. That fhe was 
loft to him for ever he had now little 
doubt ; but he could yet die before her, 

• and to die was his only wifh. The 
world had long been to him a fcene of 
wretchednefs. He had feen Corifande, - 
he had loved her, and he had been 
charmed by her confidence, and in- 
toxicated with the hope of her love; 
She was now, he doubted not, the wife 
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of another, and he had no longer any 
thing to do but to fee her and die. 

In this difpofition, of mind he left 
his companions, without taking leave 
of them, and fct out alone he knew 
not whither; for fae now could lefs hope 
to trace the ravilher whom he fought, 
than when firft he began the purfuii,— 
D^Herault, who had vaffals obedient to 
his will, and every other afliftance, and 
who was remarkable for the oppoGte, 
qualitips of violence and cunning, bad 
in all probability guarded againfl the 
refcue of hi$ prifbner. At that time 
every noblcman'^s Tioufe was a fortrefs, 
and every inconfiderable town hadfome 
• f6rt of defence, and was garrifoned 
cither by Hugonots or by Catholics^ 
D'Herault, therefore, who, without 
any principle, adhered to the latter be- 
caufe it was the ftrongeft party, and the 
religion of the Court had in almoft 
every Catholic houfe, every convent, 
and every fmall village, the power to 

fecrete 



THE STORY OF CORISANOE* 229 

fecrctc and confine the captive Cori- 
fande. And Floreftan, who, the more 
he reflefted on all this, became more 
hopclefsj^ could hardly be faidto poflers 
his, fenfes ; as» unheeding whither he 
went, becaufe he could not determine 
whither he ought to go, he fufFered his 
horfe to be his guide, and was only 
reminded by the laffitude of the animal, 
that it was requiiite to give both that and 
himfelf fomc refrelhment; 

At a fmall town called Gouet, not far 
from Orleans,, the neceflities ot both 
became too importunate to be refilled; 
Floreftan bad travelled forty* leagues 
with very little other repofe than he 
could find in the granary or barn of 
fome humble and remote farnri, and little 

'• In certain novels of fome reputation, the 
heroine, though extremely delicate, and fo forth, 
lives not only days but weeks without food, and 
executes hi that time journeys that would deftroy 
twenty poflboys and their horfes. This is indeed 
to carry the romanticyw/'^a* a rimpojjihte. 
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Other food than milk Or buckwheat 
bread*, given him by the charitable 
peafants in xhc moft unfrequented parts 
of the country — the greater part of them 
old men, who, no longer capable of 
bearing arms, had crept back to their 
cottages, deploring the lofs of a fon or 
a nephew, and endeavouring to find 
among their native woods and rocks 
an afylum for their gray heads, whtre 
the madnefs of religious warfare might 
no longer moleft them. 

Yet, of thefe, fome were ftill bigots 
to their prejudices ; and with th^m, as 
they were for the moft part Catholics, 
Montgomeri well knew it was unfafe 
to truft himfelf, fince the very fufpicion 

♦ Buckwheat and rye were at this period the food 
of the peafantry of France, who, from the ftate 
of agriculture and the pppreflions of their gover- 
nors, added to the deftruftive confequences of war, 
were in extrenie indigence in thtf" fineft country in 
the worid. Their condition was but little changed 
within the next two hundred years. 

of 
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of his being a Hugonot was fufficient 
to make them forget that he was a maw. 
But there were others who faw that he 
W2is unhappy, and relieved his want* 
without inquiring whither or why he 
was wandering ; the defpair in his looks 
betraying the anguifti of his heart. 

While her unhappy lover was thus 
loft to all hope, and vainly fcarcbing 
yet dreading to find her, fince there was 
every probability that he fhould find 
her the wretched wife of the Baron 
d'Herault, what became of the unfor- 
tunate Coxifande ? 

With a heavy and foreboding heart, 
as if confcious that what ihe was about 
was not ftriQly right, yet, that to delay 
it would plunge her into greater evils— 
while her fears were conquered by the 
hope of feeing her fat)ier, an4 her xe- 
liance on the honour and integrity of 
Moptgomeri — Corifande, attended by 
Manon, had jeft her apartment i and 
when every thing paffed as {he had 
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been taught to expeft from the direQions 
he had given her, when the two men 
were perceived within the covert of the 
trees he had pointed out to her, many 
of her apprehenfions hsid fubfided, arid 
flie was completely in the power of the 
horfemen, whom (lie took for Mont- 
gomeri, before (he fufpeQed that it was 
not to him fhe had entrufted herfelf. 

It was neceflary to proceed without 
noife, and Corifancje had no difpofit^on 
to talk ; yet; when they were more than 
two miles from Chambord, and en- 
tering among rocky defiles, where no 
great fpeed could be made, fhe beg^a 
to be furprifed that her conduftor con- 
tinued fo filetit as not even to exprefs 
his joy that their plan had fo far fuc- 
ceeded. He had a light helmet on 
without plumes, the beaver down ; but 
now that it was broad day, Corifande 
fawhis eyes; and they bad not the ex- 
preffion, they were not the eyes of 
Montgometi. It i^ not ^afy to rfefcribe 

the 
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the fenfation ftie felt on that conviftion. 
The man perceived what (he was too 
much, terrified to exprefs ; he faw that 
(he was ready to faint, and that it was 
no longer poffible to carry on the de- 
ception, nor was it now material to 
him : he boldly, therefore, announced 
himfelf and his intentions. Jt was the 
Baron d'Herault. ' ' 

His pride, already fufFering from the 
former coldnefs and rejefl;ion of Cori- 
fande, was irritated beyond all his 
p6wer to conceal it, when (he reproach^ 
ed him with his ungenerous deceit, €x- 
prefled unrefervedly her contempt of 
one who could fo bafely contrive to 
trick her into his power, and refolutely 
affured him that flie would die rather 
than ever confent to belong to fuch a 
man. 

D'Herault had.expeflcd tears and 
faintings and complainings, and againft 
thoTe ufual expreffions of fear and re- 
fentment he had been prepared ;' .but 

Vol. III. . M the 
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the firm tone in which Corifande fpoke 
difappointed and provoked him. His 
haughty and arrogant fpirit could not 
bear to be fcorned by a mere- girl ; and 
forgetting the refpeft that was due to 
her for whom he affcfted to feel paffion, 
he reproached her with her own art 
and duplicity, and added, that he had 
faved her from the pofleffion of a vaga- 
bond adventurer, on whom Ihe was 
about to throw her felf away, Unmindful of 
all (he owed to her rank and her honour. 
He ventured even to go further, and to 
tell her, that, abfolutely in his power as 
fhe was, fhe m,uft not fuppofe that he 
would pay her the refpeO: (he had-ceafcd 
to feel for herfelf, unlefs he faw that (he 
had fenfe enough to repent the error 
(he intended to have committed, and 
to be grateful to him who had interpofed 
to prevent it. 

. This was not the way to conciliate 
or appeafe the fenfible and blamelefs 
Corifande. A proud confcioufnef? of 

h^r 
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her own value, a contempt for him 
who would, defpit^ of herfelf, cheat or 
compel her to become his v?ife, and the 
conviQion that flie could -determine to 
die rather than fubmit to diflionour, all 
contributed to give her anfwer a degree 
of firmnefs, that more abaflied her 
perfecutor than any expreffiohs of 
womanifh refentmcnt could have done. 
He funk for a while into fullennefs, and 
Corifande was at lead relieved from the 
necefGty of continuing the dialogue. 

By this time they were at a confider- 
able diftance from Chambord, and the 
fatigue of their journey was felt by th?e 
horfes, as well as by tnofe who guided 
them. D'Herauh, however, had taken 
his mqafures ; and on entering that im-- 
menfe foreft, which at that time over- 
fhadowed a great part of the Orleanoiis, 
he was jollied by a party of about 
feventy nicn; all well armed and well 
mounted, while their party was mai^ked 
by their white fcarfs and the white 
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crofTes in their hats. Soon afterwards 
they arrivedat a fort of fort or fortified 
barrack in the woods, where fome others 
of the fame defcription appeared to 
receive them ; and Corifande was in- 
y formed, that here fhe was to pafs the 
night. 

It was now that, retired to a fmall 
room with Manon, and the fatigue of 
fuch a mode of travelling being fuf-r 
pended, the future appeared in all its 
horrors to Corifande. She was the 
fport of fortune, the vi£lim of every one 
who thought her an object of their 
cupidity. If the injuftice infliSed on 
her father, and the perfidy of thofe who 
,had promifed to befriend her, had be- 
fore made her feel averfe to her fpecies, 
fhe now dared not dwell on the apprehen- 
fion, which, in defpite of herfelf, in- 
truded on her mind, that it was perhaps 
Mpntgomeri himfelf who had betrayed 
her into the power of D'Herault. The 
very fuppofition feemed to , be the 

greateft. 
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greateft, the moll infupportable of all 
her diftrefles. If the countenance of 
Montgomeri concealed the heart of a 
traitor ; if his apparent candour, bravery, 
and integrity were affumed only for the 
moft cruel of all purpofes, adieu, for 
ever to all confidence in human nature I 
it were better, to fly from a world where 
there was neither honour, honefty, nor 
humanity to be found. 

Nothing, however, could have raifed 
this fearful phantom in the imagination 
of Corifari/le, biit . the ' impofGbility of 
gueffing how D'Hera^ult, who was not 
believed to be at Chambord at the time, 
fhould have been acquainted, ,not only 
with the moment, but tlie very appear, 
ance and equipage in which Montgomeri 
was to convey her from thence. Of 
Manon fhe had not the leaft fufpicion, 
nor was it poffible for her to ima- 
gine the various artifices which had 
been ufed to put D'Herault in poffeflion 
M 3 of 
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of all the intelligence which was ne- 
cefTary to his defigns. 

Repulfed as D'Herault had been, the 
malignant, and ftormy paffions had now 
a greater afcendency over him, than 
either his wifh for the fortune, or his 
inclination for the perfon, of Corifande ; 
and he meditated on the moft unjufti- 
fiable means to humble this proud and 
difdainful girl, while it would have, 
gratified him to have dcftroyed before 
her eyes the infolent Italian adventurer, 
(for fuch he believed Montgomeri to be) 
who had dared to attempt carryifig^ heir 
off, and for whom he doubted not her 
partiality, while his indignation aftcj 
fpleen hardly allowed him to think of 
it without giving the mod extravagant 
marks of what he felt. D'Herault, 
however, did not think proper to pro*- 
v-okethe indignation of the high-fpirited 
Corifande while they were yet on their 
way to the place where {he would be 

wholly 
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wholly in his power. Though the per- 
fons by whom he was now furrounded 
were his v^ffals and dependants, he 
knew that they obeyed him l-ather 
through fear than love, and he thought 
the youth and beauty of Corifande 
might create for her among them an 
i«tereft which might be troublefome, 
if not inimical to his dcfigns. They 
bad been affured her journey was vo- 
luntary, and that the neceGQty for fecrecy 
and guards arofe from the revived 
pretenfions of De Champignac, from 
whom, though {he had the greateft 
averfion to him, (he had no other means 
ofefcaping. 

To avoid the neceffity of any con- 
verfation with D''Herault, Corifande 
declared herfelf fo much, overcome' with 
fatigue, that i( was impoflible fhe could 
fuftain herfelf, or hope tb be able to 
proceed the next morning, unlefs fhe 
were fufFered to take uninterrupted 
ropofe. D*Herault made no attempt to 
M 4 ^\Sv.>x\\i 
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difturb her; and Manon, who |va« 
always Clent and paffive, and fetmed 
to trouble herfelf very little with doubts 
as to what was to become of her miftrefs, 
was Toon in a quiet [lumber on a mat- 
trefs ; while Corifande vainly endea- 
voured to forget herfelf on another. 
.The idea of Montgomeri, which Ihe , 
had long cherifhed with pleafure till 
then unknown, now brought with it the 
moR acute anguifii (he had ever felt t 
it was mingled with the pain of re- 
flefting, that, though (he knew where 
her father was, (if indeed fhe'had not 
even in that been deceived) ftill (he 
was as little likely to fee him as when 
fhe was totally ignorant. Eveh at the 
very moment when fhe had made this 
attempt, (he might have occafioned the 
executioner to let fall the blow that had 
fo long menaced the head of the un- 
fortunate De Beauvilliers. 

Wretched .whichfoever way (he look- \ 
ed, the unhappy girl, in imploring the 
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fuccour of Heaven, could not help 
inquiring why fhe was thus perfecuted^ 
and why her father, the moft excellent 
of men, was a fufFering prifoner; he^ 
who Was as humane as he was braVe^ 
and whofe life had paffed in a courfe 
of domeftic virtues or honourable 
aftions. That Heaven would either 
' deliver them both froni their miferies, 
or enable them to endure wl)atever 
might be inflifted, was, however, the 
confoling refleflion with which fhe 
once more fought fleep. But the image 
of Montgomeri, and doubts of his at- 
tachment, of his honour, intervened^ 
and th^efFeftsof her reafoning were in a 
moment annihilated. 

The morning came, and- Corifande, 
ftill fleeplefs, was already prepared for 
a continuation of what appeared an 
inevitable journey. But a change was. 
to be made in the manner of her tra^ 
veiling. Snow had fallen during the 
night ; the woods were yet paflabJe, hut 
M 5 - ^:«x 
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oti morfe expofed ground it had drifted : 
a litter was therefore cbntrived, into 
which Corifande, who knew that re- 
fiftance would only excite infult, en- 
tered with her fervant, for it was ca- 
pable of holding jhem both. Four 
mules, which belonged to fome Spanifh 
foldiers of the League, were hcir;jefled 
to it. D'Herault had afBfted her to 
get in, but almoft without fpeaking, and 
they began another day'sjourney, inter- 
rupted only by a fecond fullen repaft 
at a more remote cabin in the woods* 
Corifande, when" again placed in the 
litter, could diftinguifh nothing ; fhe 
could only liften to the noifes with- 
out and remarked^ that fame of her 
conduQors were Spaniards — but none 
fpoke' much. They feemed to fuffer 
from the cold and difficulties of the 
way. Night came orb— ^the roads were 
rugged, and even mountainous-r^and (he 
could hear that the men, murmuring 
amcng ihemfelves, feemed to doubt 

yihether 
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whether any place of fafety and re^ 
frefhmenl was to be reached that night. 

D'Herauk himfelF was, as^ appeared 
by his voice, far from feeling, at this 
moment, that daring confidence in his 
valour and his refources which he ^had 
before afFefted to difplay. It was evi- 
dent that his tone of high command was 
foftened into arguments to procure pa- 
tience, and promifes of reward to reftore 
the failing refolution of the people, 
particularly the Spani-ards. Much that 
paffed could not be diftinguifhed; but 
Corifande heard enough to encourage 
fome hopes, that mutiny among thofe 
he had trufted might by fome means 
or other procure her deliverance. — 
At length the converfation without, 
which fhe collefted only by fnatches,. 
convinced her that the followers oF 
D*Herault had compelled him to adopt 
fome refolution contrary to his own 
wifhes. Another half-hour brought 
them to the gates of a fmall town, or 
M 6 x.-^^^^. 
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rather a fortified village. It was called 
Beuvron, and flood on an eminence 
at one extremity uf the foreft, aqd 
commanded an impr/^ant pafs. It had 
changed its maimers three times in the 
coMirfe of the prefent war, and was how 
in pofleflion of the Catholics; but 
D*Herauit was, for whatever reaTon, 
very unwilling to make it a place of 
temporary refort, and the impoflibility 
of his proceeding, ^added to the dif- 
content of his people, could alone have 
compelled him to determine upon it. 

The night, though ^it was now the 
end of February, was tempeftuous, and* 
the wind drove the fnow, fleet, and 
rain, in mingled torrents, on the heads 
of the party as they waited at the gates 
for admittance — which was not granted 
them till after a long parley, and frequent 
meffages between D'Herault and the offi- 
cer to whom the care of the town was com- 
mitted on the part of the King. D'He- 
rault, though known to be one of the 

^ fierceft 
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fierceft perfecutors of . the Calvinifts, 
was confidered as too much attached 
to the Guifes, whofe intrigues and 
power, long dreaded by the Court, had 
lately appeared moje formidable than 
ever; and, confequently, all the ad- 
herents of the Houfe of Lorrain were 
feared and hated by Catharine and het 
fon. 

Such accommodations, however, as 
the commandant of this little town could 
give were at length granted. D'He* 
rault accounted his own way for the 
fingular circumftance of his having with 
him a young and beautiful woman ; and 
, the commander, who was called the 
Chevalier de Vieuxpont, di reded that 
Ihe fhould have every attention the 
-fituation would allow. Corifande was, 
therefore, once more left toherrepofe, 
her fervant.only was admitted to the 
room ; and being overcome by fatigiie, * 
fhe flept (though ftill without un- 
dreffing herfelf) for the firft time fince 
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the commencement of this enforced 
journey. 

This repofe, fo neceffary to her ex- 
haufted fpirits, fhe had enjoyed fome 
hours, when a fudden and violent noife 
in the ftreet ftartled her. She arbre, 
and liftened with undefcribable terror. to 
the (hrieks of women and furious, threats 
of men, intermingled with the difcharge 
cf 6re-armsand the clafhing of-fwords. 
** Kill, kill! fpare none of them!*' was " 
uttered by a hoarfe and thundering 
voice infmediately near the window of 
the room, and the clamour redoubled. 
Corifternation ,and terror deprived her 
for a moment of voice and motion, 
while her maid clung to her, Ibriekirig 
and ahfolutely -frantic with terror. 
Doubts, however, of what all this 
might be owing to 'did not lad long. 
D'Hevault, accompanied by five or fix 
men, rufhed into the room. He was 
pale, and his eyes feemed ftarting from 
their fockets; the fword he held a^ 

well 
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well as his clothes were daflied and 
(lained with blood. Neither fpeaking 
firft, nor anfwering the trembling Cori- 
fande, he fnatcbed her hand, threw his 
arms round her waift, and bore her, 
rather than led her, down ftairs : but 
before they reached the entrance of the 
houfe it Was filled by armed men; feveral 
(hot were exchanged, and fwords bran- 
difhed about. Two or threx^ men fell 
dead at the foot of the ftaircafe, and 
others prefled over their bodies to feize 
Corifande, who (hrunk back ; while 
D'Herault, menacing and choked with 
fury, ftruck at them, and endeavoured 
to defend her : but he received a piftol 
Ihot in the head, and fell, dragging 
Corifande with him, who was covered 
with his' blood, and becan>€ for a mo- 
ment fenfelefs tbro^ugh extremity of 
fear. She recovered herfelf, however, 
almoft immediately, and fo.and herfelf 
hurried down the ftreet between two 
foldiers, whofe mercy (he had now re- 
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colleQion enough to implore with cne5 
and flirieks. Ver^ unavailing would all 
her efforts have' been, but an offieer 
of their own now appeared with a party 
of Calvinifts, for it was they who had 
by furprife taken poffeffion of the town. 
He came rapidly along, fome perfons 
bearing torcBes with him, and calling 
aloud to the foldiers to fpare the Women, 
the infants, and the aged, conjuring 
' them to remember that many in the 
town were Calvinifts. " We have the 
better," faid he. "Spare^the lives of 
thofe who yield — I command you to 
fpare' the helplefs !" The foldiers who 
had feized Corifsmde were by no means 
difpofed ta fubmit to this order, and, to 
efcape from it, they dragged her acrofs 
the ftreet ; but the officer, having caught 
a glimpfe of them, flew after them with 
the rapidity of lightning, ahd, throwing 
himfclf before them, ordered them to 
ftop. Corifande faintly uttered, ** Save 
tne, oh } fen* the love of God 1*^' — when, 
• <\uite 
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quite overcome with dre^ad, (he funk 
ddwn fenfelefs, and recovered to find/ 
herfelf in a room,, and fupported by 
Floreftan de Montgomeri, who, while 
fome women were aflifting to recover 
her, could not exprefs hifnfelf. So 
violent ^yas the tumult of his mind, 
he could only repeat, ** Thank God, 
fhe is not wounded ! that blood is not 
her own!" — white Corifande, not yet 
able to articulate, recalled her natural 
prefehce of mind, juft able to keep her 
fenfes from again forfaking her. 

The tumult in the ftrefets had in fome 
meafure fubfided. The Calvinifls were 
underftood to be once more maftcrs of 
the place ; but Montgomeri knew that 
the rage of the foldiers, ever renewed 
by the recolleQioh of the maflacre , of 
St. Bartholomew, would never be ap- 
peafed but by the authority of their 
leaders ; and that, while he attended to 
the prefervation of Corifande, he might 
occafion the mifery or death of many 



t 
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unproteQed creatures. He felt his duty, 
and felt how dreadful was the combat 
between that and his love. To leavc^ 
Corifande was to expofe her to evils 
which it diftraSed him but to think of. 
He liftened — ^he fancied he heard Ihrieks 
and the cries of Quarter! Quarter! 
from the remoteft part of the town. 
Corifande faw his uneafioefs. •* Your 
prefence is required elfewhere, Sir/' 
faid file in a feeble voice ; '* do ndt on 
my account remain here.'* — " Sir !*• 
repeated Floreftan ; ** Sir ! and not a 
word that you are glad to fee me? Oh, 

Corifande! But this is no time 

Go/* faid he to one of the men who 
had accompanied him, ** go to Cap- 
tain Marteau; go — tell him Yet, 

ftay. Will you. Madam, allow me iq 
conduft you to a place of greater fe- 
curity ?'• ~ 

** I will go," anfwcred fhe, ** where- 
^ver you think I may be fafe/* — " Follow 
us^ my friends," cried Montgomcri to 
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feveral women and children who were 
coTlefted in the fame room; *' I will 
proteft you all to the belt of my power ; 
and, foldiers, have your matches ready." 
Floreftan then ofFered bis arm to 
Coriiande, who accepted, it trembling; 
nor could (he, on trial, fupport herfelf 
without his further affiftance; while 
every ftep flie took ^dded to her con- 
llernation; for now, as the morning 
dawned, the ftreets were feen ftrewn 
with the dying and the dead, and the 
pavement was flippery with blood. The 
furprife had been fo well condu£led, 
that the C^holic (oldrers were; for the 
nipfl part^ found unarmed, and thofe 
who had made a!ny refiftance did it 
unde^r the disadvantages of terror and 
darknefs ; while the Proteftants, pro- 
voked and at^im^ated to vengeance by 
rtpeated afts of cruelty and treachery, 
had fworn to give ho quarter. Mont- 
gomeri, as his eyes wandered over this 
fpeftacle of horror, feemed to fhudder 
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at \}is own fuccefs, and to exclaim, 
that war was the mod terrible of all 
fcourges that Heaven permits to deftroy 
its wretched creatures. He looked at 
Corifande ; her fair and lovely coun- 
tenance was polluted and clisfigured; 
her hair hung in diforder over her face, 
and her cheeks and lips were as pallid 
as if fhe were already dead. " I fee 
her, however, once more," faid Mont- 
gomeri j ** I behold her whofe image 
has never been a moment abfent from 
my thoughts. But how and where is 
Ihe reftored to me ? Is fhe ftill that 
Corifande I hoped to carry to the bofom 
of her unhappy father? Is fhe not ef- 
tranged — loft ? Has fhe not been the 
prey as fhe was in the power of a 
ruffian?" ^ 

Thefe reflexions/ and the mifery he 
every where f^w around him, deprefTed 
the gallant heart of Floreftan. Hardly^ 
could he fpeak conjfort to thofe who, 
as he proceeded, continued to gather 

\oviwd 
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round him as their fafeguard from par- 
ties who ftill fcoured the ftreets ; hardly ' 
could he exert -his voice in command. 
At length he brought the affrighted 
troop to a, church, where a ftrong guard 
had been fet over fome of the women, 
old people, andchildrei\aflembledtliere; 
his turn of duty he appeared to have 
fuccefsfully executed ; another officer 
was direded by the chief commander of 
the party tq take the next round, and 
Montgomeri remained on guard with 
others ; — while Coriiandev was with 
many women received into the afylum 
where they were to remain till the 
prefent tumult entirely fubfided, and 
the town was fecured againfl: a reprisal 
from the Cathplic party, whichf it was 
now faid, might very fobn be expedled. 
The melancholy light which now 
gleamed through the .Gothic windows 
of this old edifice ferved but to fhow to 
Corifande the niifery with which fhe was 
furrounded; while her ears were fhocked 

by 
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by, the various expreflions of defpair tKat 
were on all fides uttered by her wretched 
fellow fufferers. Here flood a mother, 
who bad efcaped with one of her chiU 
dren, and diftra6ledljr inquired of thofe 
about her if they had feen the reft, or 
could give her any hopes of their fafety , 
while thofe to whom (he fpoke, abforbed 
in grief and fear for themfelves, or on 
account of thofe dear to them, heeded 
her not. Here, on the pavement, fat 
a young woman, who had feen her 
hufband killed before her eyes, and who 
could not weep over the half- famiflied 
. infant at her breaft. There an older one 
uttertd execrations againft the monfters 
who had dragged away her daughter, and 
mockdd at her agonies ; and in another 
place a widow deplored her Tons flaugh- 
tered before her eyes, and called down 
the vengeance of every faint in Heaven 
on their murderers. . ' 

Some lay on the pavement, half in- 
fenfible from terror ; others raved wild- 



THE STORY OF CORISANDE, 255 

ly, and demanded to go out and feek 
for their friends. Nbn§- knew Cori- 
fande: occupied with th|rf own fuffer- 
ings, none indeed hoticea her ; for the 
Women who h2(d at firft given her fome 
affiftance, had availed themfelves of a 
fafe-co;idu£l to the church, where they 
hoped to meet either their miffing chil- 
dren, qr fome other perfons whom they 
^oved. Thofe who were not difappointed, 
thought only of the relief they had ob- 
tained; while others, who had fuftained 
their fpirits by the hope that thofe they 
-fought were among the number's who 
had found a refuge in thi^ afylum, were, 
on finding their hopes difappointed, 
driven to a ftate of diftraftion. 

The fight of Manon would how have 
been the greateft confolation to Corifande. 
But (he examined every face within her 
view in vain; Manon did not appear, nor 
did fhe ever hear what became of her. 
The generous* heart of Corifande, who 
could not fufpeS that the fervant, who 

had 
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had profeffed great attachment to her, 
was in fa6l the perfon who had betrayed 
her into th«power of D'Hcrauh, felt 
all the diflreffes of her prefent fitua- 
tion^ aggravated by the fears (he enter- 
tained for the fate of this unfortunate 
girl. . 

Every moment as it paffed increafed 

the mifery to be undergone by the fad 

group who were coUefled in this place. 

Some of the unhappy people were 

wounded. Cold and hunger, wearir^efs 

and defpair, were, more or lefs^ fufFered 

by all. Yet thefe wei'e but a very 

trifling, a very inconfiderable part of 

the evils which only in one day the 

daemon of war infliQs on the wretches 

whofe miferable deftiny it is to be where 

his devaftations are fent forth. Yet 

war is faid to be the ordinance of 

Heaven ; and the Scriptures a^ quoted 

in defence of the kings and lawgivers^ 

of the earth, who aniufe themfelves 

with this fcour^e, and exterminating 

. ^whole 
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whole generations of men» cail it 
glory! 

While Corifande fufFered the fight 
of mifery Ihe could not relieve, an4 
fhared it in her own perfon, Mont- 
gomeri was di (traced by fears for her 
prefent fafety, and ftill more by the 
dread of what was to happen to her 
when he could no longer offer her the 
little protedion he now had it in his 
power to afford hen A body of iFrench 
Catholics, and a ftill larger of Spaniards, 
were known to be on their march, to 
the relief of Beuvron. Refiftance 
would be hopelefs. The furviving par^ 
tifans of the League, whom the hu* 
manity of the Colonel de Mondi;ic and 
his officers had fpared, were more 
numerous than their conquerors; and 
for thefe laft there was every thing to 
be apprehended, if the foldiers of the 
League (houljd reach the town before it 
could be put into a better ftatc of 
defence, De Montluc^ equally brave 

Vol. IIL N and 
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and flcilfuli was cbtifcioUs of this ; and, 
after holding a Ihort conference^ with 
his officers, he determined to evacuate 
a poft which, never worth the blood 
that had been fpilt even in this laft 
contention, he could not attempt to 
hold without hazarding a much greater 
lots. The Colonel, however, gave the 
Calvinifts their choice, whether to 
remove \inder his efcort to fonje place 
of greater fafety, or to remain. About 
forty, who were either the moll apprehen«« 
five, or who thought themfelves the moft 
obnoxious, determined to remove with 
the family and efFe&s which the war had 
fpared them, and the wretched group 
prepared for their departure; while 
Montgpftieri with difficulty found an 
opportunity of fpeaking to Corifande 
alone. 

The explanation which both fo ar- 
dently wiflied was foon made, and 
fiich a weight of doubt and uneafi*^^ 
riefs removed from their minds^ as 

greatljr 
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greatly leffened their fenfe of prefent 
evil. Corifande was ftill the fame 
whom Montgomeri had fo fondly loved j 
or, rather, her charafter had attained 
greater value from the digniiy and 
courage with which, even through the 
modeft medium of her own narrative, 
it was eafy to difcover that {he had 
conduQed herfelf. Corifande, con- 
vinced not only of Montgomeri's 
honour but of his ardent attachment 
to her, reproached herfelf for having 
ever fufFered a doubt oF his integrity 
to crofs her mind ; and, when the 
confcioufnefs of having injured him 
was added to her former partiality to- 
wards him, it appeared to herithat it 
was only juftice to love him better than 
ever. . 

Thus- difpofed, it was not polfible 
jthat either could endure the thought 
of being again feparated ; though Cori- 
fande perfuaded herfelf, thtt^ once near 
N 2 her 
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her father, fhe could difmifs Monu 
gomeri to the career of honour which 
the (late of. his party and /bis country 
called upon him to purfue. Mont« 
gomeri too believed that, were Cori- 
(ande once iti a place of fafety^ he could 
return to execute the duties of a pro* 
feffion, which, naturally b^ave as he was, 
and the fon of one who was confidered 
as the hero and vidim of his time, he 
had been induced to embrace rather 
from circumftances than from inclina-p 
tion ; for his manly and fenGble heart 
flirunk from the fight of 'the niifery 
which he daily faw endured, and which 
he had often his (hare jn infli6iing: He 
had thrown himfelf in defpair into the 
troop of Colonel de Montlac, whom he 
had accidentally^met while wandering 
in fearch of Corifande, defirous of 
meeting death, fince (he was loft to him^ 
and without the remoteft cxpeftation 
that, in confequence of belonging to 
/ tl^is 
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this party of men, he fhould be- led to 
fuccour her for whom alone he defired to 
live. 

Their meeting was a good omen, that 
encouraged him to cKeriOi the moft 
flattering vifions for the future; and, 
though furrouncjed with difficulties and 
dangers^ he fondly imagined that love 
would enable him to furmount them 
all. 

It was this fanguine hope that fup- 
ported Corifande through five days and 
nights of exceffive fatigue, during which 
their fmall party wei'e conduced by 
about ninety of the King of Navarre's 
foldiers, through . woods and unfre- 
quented roads, towards Laval, a town 
on the banks of the river Mayenne, 
-where the Hugonots had at that time 
one of their ftrongeft garrifons. Mont- 
goriieri, who ' never loft fight of his 
projeft relative to the prifon of De 
Beauvilliers, i-ejoiced that Corifande 
thus approached nearer to it. He was 

/ N 3 ^ now 
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pow only fecond in the command of 
the foldiers who condaQed this wander- 
ing' company, and had very rarely an 
opportunity of converfing with * his 
lovely charge. But, whenever thofe 
opportunities did occur, the hopes with, 
which he infpired her that Oie might 
cafily reach Avranches, and obtain the 
interview fhc had fo long languiflied 
for, together with the cqnviftion fhe 
felt of his afFeBioiii gave her courage 
to fuftaih without murmuring all the 
ptrfonal inconveniences flie was liable 
to, and to follow the generous pro^ 
penfities of her heart ; which were, to 
ikffift thofe of her fellow travellers, 
who, having young children with them, 
or labouring under ficlcnefs, and with 
even fewer accommodations than ihg 
had, fufFered yet more in the courfe of 
their painful progrefs. 

At length they reached Laval, and 
were received with as much bofpitality 
as people could fliow who were them- 

felves 
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fclVes often diftrefled for the means of 
iheir own fubfiftence. Corifande was 
once more fecured from the outrages or 
the ftratagems from which fhe had 
already fufFered fo feverely; and the 
hope encouraged by Montgomeri, of 
her now reaching the place of her 
father's imprifonment, would almoft 
b^ve obliterated the recolleftion of her 
paft fufFerings^ had it not been em« 
bittered by doubts whether it was po(G* 
ble for Montgomeri, under his prefent 
engagement, to condu6l her thither; 
and without his proteQion on the way, 
and the means by which he knew how 
to obtain admiffion to the prifon of 
Mount St. Michel, it was improbable, 
if not impoffible, that ihe could ever 
reach it. 



N 4 Y^ 
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' IT fortunately happened, that a few 
days after the reception of the fugitives 
from BeuvTon into the town' of Laval^ 
a meflenger arrived from the Count de 
, Caumartin, a Proteftant Lord, who 
held the little town of Dinart for the 
Hugonots, to fay, that an Englifh (hip, 
with volunteers, arms, and ammunition, 
was afrived at that port, and waited only 
^ for fome officer of truft to condu€l them 
whitherfoever their fervices might be 
reqliired. The Chevalier d*Arlebois, 
\vho commanded the g^rrifon of Laval, 
hefitated not a moment in his choice 
of an officer: Floreftan de' Montgomcri, • 
with whom he was well acquainted, had 
been in England, where his father had 
taken fo a£live a part, and at a fubfequent 
period himfelf had a(fi(|ed in obtaining 
fuppliesof men, money, and warlike (lores 
for the ufe of the Proteftanst of France, 
To Floreftan, therefore, the Chevalier 
d'Arlebois immediately propofed this 
^ journey ; whoundertook it with a degree 

of 
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of zeal v/hich all hh folicitude for the 
fuccefs of the caufe he was embarked in 
would not have produced, had it not 
afforded him an opportunity of con- 
dufting Corifande, with an efcort fuch 
as he trufted would fecure her fafety, 
to St. Michel, very near to which his 
miflion would of neceflBty lead him. 

There were, however, many difB- 
culties in the way. Corifande, who 
conGdered it certain that flie ijhould 
have the comfort of feeing her father^ 
had repulfed with fome difpleafure the 
propofal which, in one of their con- 
verfations, Florcftan had ventured to 
make ; that ^e would, by giving him' 
the title of her hulband, put an endi for 
ever to the hopes of his rivals, and the 
malignant interpretation that the en^ 
vious might give to her former or prelent 
Conduft. 

Whatever coldnefs Corifande thought 

it oeceffary to throw into her refufal, 

ihe had undergone ^ fevere ftruggle 

N 5 betweca 
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between her fenfe of duty and her 
increafing afFeCiion for her lover, before 
0ie could refolve to declare to him that 
he would extremely oflFend her if he 
ever renewed this propofal till it could 
be fanftioned by her father. 

No expedient remained- that Cori-. 
fande could think of, but that which flic 
had already adopted when ihe left 
Montrichard eighteen months before-*- 
afluming the habit of a peafant boy. 
However reluftantly Ihe adopted this 
difguife, the remarks fhe had made 
during her late enforced journey had 
convinced her it was the leaft evil of the 
two. At that period, and indeed for the 
two following ages, fuch metamorphofes 
were in that country neither unufual nor 
difgraceful; yet, neceffity only could 
, have conquered the repugnance of Cori- 
fande. 

Floreftan, who dared not propofe it^ 
was yet perfuaded of its utility, and 
readily undertook to provide the ne* 

ceflary 
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ceffary difguife for his lovely miflrefs. 
It confided of a gray habitj^ de bure, a 
fort of jcoarfe cloth then worn by the 
peafants, and a long cloak or capot of 
the fame ; to which Flore ft an added 
fuch forms and additions as charac- 
terized the pilgrim ; for, thefe he fore, 
faw would be abfolutely neceffary to 
* obtain admiffion to the Abbey-church 
of St. Michel, which miift be a pre^ 
liminary ftep to the introduction whiclj 
he originally undertook to procure,' no^ 
without fufficient reafon to flatter him- 
felf with fuccefs. 

AsCorifande was hardly diftiriguifhed 
from the group with which (he had 
entered Laval, none were acquainted 
with her hiftory or interefted in her 
copduft; and'fhe was fufFered unre* 
inarked to depart with the fmall de^ 
tachment which Montgomeri was to take 
with him. The journey was not long ; and 
the refpeSful and vigilant attention of 
N a her 
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her lover left her no other anxiety than 
for his fafety wl^p he fhould leave her, 
and for her introduQion to the prifon. 
Other doubts and fears, however, at. 
failed her, which related neither to him 
nor herfelf. How many fatal accidents 
might not have befallen her father iince 
fhe was aflured that he was confined in 
the dungeons of Mount St. Michel ? It 
was very ufual for th^ Court to order 
the private execution of thofe whom 
they thought it hazardous to expof^p on 
the fcalFold ; or, if the Count de Beau-* 
villiers had efcaped the private ven- 
geance of the fanguiriary Catharine, it 
was but too probable that the miferies 
of long confinement had before now" 
put an end to his unhappy life. 

Such were ihe melancholy fore- 
bodings with which Corifande approach- 
ed the coaft. From a high ground, at 
the diftance of ten miles, the ocean was 
perceived through the gloomy medium 

of 
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of -a ftormy evening ; for the fun, though 
diftant and declining, touched its waves 
with a few lines of red light. The 
Bay of Avranches was imperfeQly fecn ; 
and it was not till they approached very 
near that town, that anindiftinftmafs,half 
obfcu^red by the fhadows of evening and 
the fea mift that was rifing around it, 
was pointed out by Floreftan as 'the 
rock on which the abbey and .flate 
prifon of Mount St. Michel were fitu- 
ated. 

Ji was not cxaftly in the way of this 
fmall military party to flop at Avran- 
ches; but Floreftan knew the delay of 
a few hours would occafion no incon- 
venience'^to the feryice, and difcipline 
w)as not at that time fuch as it has (ince 
very properly been made. Many of the 
troops who were in the fervice of the 
Prindes of Bourbon were volunteers^ 
who were paid fometimes, but oftener 
provided for themfelves; and. almoft 

all 
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all the officers afted folely from zeal 
for the caufe in :which they were 
engaged, and not only fupported their 
own expences, but frequently paid . 
the men who fought under them. 

Thefe circumftances, and the credit 
and influence which the name of Mont- 
gomeri had among the Calvinifts in this 
part of Normandy, gave to Floreftan a 
latitude he could not otherwife have 
taken. He informed the people with 
him that he ftiould quarter them for that 
Evening at the little village of Genet, 
while he went himfelf to Avranches t0 ' 
tranfaft an afiair of importance, where 
k was not neccfTary for any other perfoiv 
Aan himfetf to appear* ' 

Having feen his people difpofed of 
for the night, he quitted them ; and 
with Xorifande, wbofe courage and 
ftrength were fupported by the near 
approach of certainty. Montgomeri 
proceeded to the fliore without ap- 
proaching Avranches,. He 
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He had now conduced his charge to 
the beach. Corifande had hardly 
fpoken during their walk; and Fio- 
reftan, wh6 had tak^n hfer arm within^ 
his as. foon as they were beyond ob- 
fervation, felt her tremble, and en- 
deavoured to rcaflure her. She an- 
fwered only a few word^, broken , by 
fighs; — they expreffed her anxiety for 
the fate of her father, of which (he wa» 
(b fooh to hear, and her tender reliance 
pn him. Such, indeed, had been the 
condu8of Montgomeri flnce (he had been 
fo entirely dependant on hirp, that her 
love and confidence were increafed, and 
fhe had indulged herfdf in imagining 
fchemes of future felicity, which, could 
(he fee her father releafed, might be 
realifed in another country^ with a manb 
^hom he muft approve, and to whom. 
Ihe hoped they might both owe fo much^ 
As the moment, howevferr, approached 
"iiirhen all thefe dreams might aflume a& 

more 
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more probable form, or muft be diC 
folved for ever^ the hearf of Corifande 
was fo painfully agitated, that her 
limbs could not at that moment have 
longer fuftained her.. They arrived 
on the margin of the fea ; the tide was 
BOt yet out, and it was neceflary to 
wait till, by its retreat^the fands be- 
came paffable. The remains of a broken 
boat afforded them a feat. Corifande 
feemed more than ever to feel her 
dependance on her lover, while, fixing 
her eyes on the waves that rolled be* 
tween her and the prifon of her father, 
fee inquired of berfelf — Does then that 
half-feen gloomy building, tremendous 
even at this diftance, ftill contain the 
living De Beauvilliers ? or, have not 
his forrows and his fufferings configned 
him long fince to the earth, covered by 
the Gothic clqifters of the abbey ?— 
Oh, my father! if thou art no longer of ^ 
this world, what has thy wretched 

daughter 
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daughter hh in it ?*— Her heart an- 
fwered, Only Montgomeri. She was 
confcious that her fate depended on him^ 
and reproached herfelf that any other 
affe6iion fhould occupy her thoughts 
while the fate of her father was yet 
unknown to her, 

Thefe refleftions kept Corifande 
filent; and Montgomeri felt too much 
folicitude to be able to converfe. As 
the moment approached when an ex- 
periment fo long meditated was to be 
made, he numbered all the probabilities 
that were again ft its fuccefs, and trem- 
bled at the inquiry — -what would become 
of Corifande if it fhould fail ? 

Even the immediate ftep to be taken 
was perilous. The fands, over which 
the paffage muftbe made to Mourit St. 
Michel, were often extremely unfafe, 
from their (hiftirig with the tides j and 
Montgomeri had heard that perfons 
were frequently loft, and that the ex- 
perience of the guides themfelves 4id not 
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always enfure their fafety. He had 
frequently paffed over alone and with- 
out accident from the very fpot where he 
now Rood ; and meditating on the un-. 
dertaking at a diftance, it had appeared 
without rifk : but now that to hazard it 
was direftly neceflafy, with her who 
was infinitely dearer to him than his 
own life» he looked at her with ap^ 
prehenGori he could wiih difficulty 
conquer, and trembled, left he might 
be leading to death the being who could 
alone make his exiftence tolerable. 
- His filence, and the tremulous hand 
which held hers, at length made Cori- 
fande fufpeft Tome part of his appre- 
henGons. She queflioned him ; and he 
owned not only his dread on her ac- 
count of the paflTage over the fands^' 
but his apprebenfionS left death fliould 
have deprived him of the humble friend 
on whofe afSflance he had fo confidently 
relied when they (hould reach the rock. 
Corifande, inftead of being deterred by 

thefe 
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thefe fear* on thie part of ber.lovcr; felt 
all her courage revive. " Is it for me 
only you fear, Montgomeri?" faid Ihe: 
*^ Do you recolle6l of how little value 
to tnyfelf my life has hitherto been, and 
v^herefore fhould I fear death? If it 
Ihould now overtake me, could it do fo 
at a better time, unlefs I were fure of 
BfieetiDg my father?— 'I ihould die in 
attempting to execute what I have 
always conGdered as my firft duty :— •• 
you would receive my laft figh, and my 
lad prayer would be that, if my father 
lives, you would adminifter to him the 
comfort which Heaven denies to my 
aflPeclioTi/* Her voice faltered. — rMont- 
gomeri interrupted her, faying in a 
low and earneft tone, " Do you then 
think I would furvivfc you?'* • 

Corifande felt herfclf unpble tq 
anfwer him. •* Let us not deprefs each 
other, my friend,' ' cried fhe, wiping 
away the tears tha^ had filled her eyes ; 
^' rather let us fee if it be not tim,e to 
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tegin our half-aquatic journey. If the 
tide is fufficiently low, can we attempt 
it too foon? And fe€, the moon rifes 
over the bay, as if to befriend us. That 
Providence which faved me from the 
power of D^Herault, and fent you, 
Montgomeri, fo unexpeftedly to my 
protedion^^that Providence I will ftill 
truft to. I go not into peril to gratify 
any improper wi(h, and wherefore Ihould 
I fear the event?" 

This heroifm, while it increafed the 
tender admiration of Montgomeri, did 
not appeafe his folicitude : but it was 
no time to recede, or to betray fears 
for Corifande which (he did Hot feel 
for herfelf. He went, therefore, to 
examine if the fea had fuffieieptly ebbed« 
It appeared that they might pafs, atld 
there was therefore not a moment to 
lofe. 

Montgomeri took her arm within 
his, and with a beating heart ftepped 
forward from the Ihingles to the fands 

beyond 
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beyond them. The night was now fa 
calm that their flow fteps on the wet 
furface were diftinftly heard; nor did 
any other found mingle with the dillant 
murmur of the retiring tide, than the 
Ihort flirill cry of fome of thofe fea 
birds which feed on the fmali (hell-fifli 
ia,nd fand eels, when the water has 
ebbed» and which the mopn was now 
high enough' to guide to their prey; 
whilfe her beams threw a long line of 
light on the watery fands^ making 
them appear as if ftill covered with the 
fea. 

The wind had fallen, which was a fortu- 
nate circumftance ; for, had it fet ftrongly 
towards the fouth, the returning waves 
would have overtaken the wanderers 
before they could have reached the 
rock. Corifande, almoft exhaufted with 
fatigue^ could not walk fall bad it been 
fafe to have done fo : but Montgomeri^ 
who dreaded the quickfands, which he 
knew were fomctimes fatal to paffcngers^ 
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led her llowly along, preceding her ftep 
by ftep, and convincing himfelf the 
footing was firm before he fuflFered her 
to follow him : fo that their progrefs 
was extremely flow; and it was two 
hours after midnight before he faw with 
joy, thaftifed however by other fears, 
that Gorifande was in fafety at the foot 
of the rock. 

There it was neceifary for her again 
to reft, and there it was that Mont- 
gomeri explained" to her more particu- 
larly than he had yet done his views 
and hopes as to the manner of obtaining 
for her prefent fafety, and the means 
in future of feeing her father. He 
would not then infift on the cruel ne<^ 
ceffity he fliould be under of leaving' 
her, becaufe he felt it to be almoft 
impoffible for him to obey the call of 
duty, till he was at leaft fure, that Ihe 
would be in a place of fecurity. 

When the father of Florcftan^ the 
celebrated and unfortunate Count de 

. Montgomeri, 
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Montgomcri, fortified himfelf in the 
Tombelainej he made frequent ex- 
curiions to the coaft^ and once had 
nearly made himfelf matter of the fort 
of Mount St. Michel, by bribing a 
monk to admit him by night to the 
abbey ; who, however, treacheroufly 
betrayed him : and of thofe brave men 
whom he had chofen from his little 
garrifon to accompany him in this 
hazardous enterprife, sHl thofe wjio 
preceded him .were filently difpatched 
by the monk one by one as they afcended 
the fcaling ladder, while the Count 
de Montgomeri himfelf, with only two 
of his faithful adherents, difcovered the 
fnare juft in time to efcape from (baring 
the fame fate. 

Among thofe who were fuppofed to' 
be thus bafely murdered, was a gentle- 
man named D' Angers, ^ut it happen- 
ed that the wretch, whofe poniard 
wounded him in three places, was either 
too feeble or too untkilful to make <any 

of 



i 

I 

ftSO THE SOLITARY WANDERER. 

of thefe wounds mortal. D'Angers lay 
among his murdered aflbciates infenfi- 
ble, and covered with their blood and 
his o^n, till, in fome hours, his re- 
colle8:ion returning, he became con« 
fcious of all the horrors of his fituation, 
not doubting but that, when the monks 
came to remove the mangled bodies of 
their viftims, they would finilh their 
incomplete work and murder him. 
Though he was a brave man in the 
field, and had often honouraWy - ac- 
quitted himfelf on fervices of the greateft 
danger, the terror infpired by the 
prefent circumftarices difordered his 
intellea^ ; and, nalonger able to reafon 
' on confequcnces, he could think of no 
method of preferving his life : but, 
amidd the bleeding and ghaftly group 
that furrounded him, he fat with fixed 
eyes, as if petrified with the fear of 
des^th, yet unconfcious of its approach ; 
for, when wiiji the firft dawn of morn-^ 
ingy through the dim windows of the 

gloomy 
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gloomy chaml^F a menk appeared, ivhd 
cairie •to difpoTe the bodies for re- 
movkl, D*A*gers remaiaed motionlefs 5 
his clotted hair was ftarting from his 
head, his eyes ^cre fixed apd glazed, 
and his \^hoIe appearance was fo terriftc^ 
that Tithe cloiftered ejf^cutor of other^r 
orders, who was timid and eafily 
alairmed, flarted, in amazement froni 
this fearful apparition, and it was not 
4ill fome momenu had pafled^ that he 
aqqu^red prefence of pnind enough to 
recollect that it was not a fpedre, hut 
one. of Montgomeri's companions who 
liad furvived his wounds* 
, This monk, brought up a Palvinift 
till he was thirteen, bad tjien, on loGpg 
his father, Been forced by his motbej-'j 
relatiojils -to renounce the' religion he 
had been , taught, and to take^^hecowU 
But, the convert of neceffi^y r^er than 
conviftipn, his hesjft hajd ifiever affented 
to ,^he vows his lips had prorjqji^^ped, 
and fuperftition a^dr bigotry had not 
Vol. III. 6 ^>KkRs5w 
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ftifled ffie V6fc*' df tolffefei^^^^ thc[ 
feelings of nattfi-e.- As Toon, therefone^ 
as he tecotkfeed himfelf, he/'bch^Idv Ac 
WrettH^dmdWb^ftire'hiYti with compalfioni 
and Wl an cai^nefi defire to fave hisUife.- 
Thiswasdifficuhtofeflfea: batthem6nk 
having once determined, foubd iHein^tb 
rel^ev^e hirti. ^Tfte'greateftobftack ^rofe 
frorti the imbecHity of mind to iithich 
the unfortunate D'Angers was rediiced» 
\^hich threatened every mortiertt to 
betray hiln, while, conceafled in a icieH 
behind the^facrtfty, of-Whichthe friendly 
monk had the care, he bdund up his 
wounds, fed, and attended him with 
aiceal v^hifeh grew warmer in proportion 
^o the probable fuccefs of his endeai- 
vburs. At tlie expiration of a* fbrtmgbt, 
D* Angers was' able to follow his pre- 
Terver, in' the iniddle of a dark nfght, 
WiirfS^rthofehottfes which, foripriing the 
fmall to^n of St. Mlchdl, are fcattered at 
theTBof ?)Tihb rock, whete hfe^w'as^cl'Jndiy 
receiv^^kby'^^idtowafid hdi' daughters, 

^witents 
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penitents of the conypaflionatc rtionk. It 
was long before th«e itiifcrable D'Angers 
acquired any degree of health, and his 
inind appeared never to regain its former 
tone. He had loft, on the fatal even- 
ing of Montgomeri's attempt, his only 
brother; and he Tuppofed that Mont- 
gomeri himfelf,^ to whofe fervice they 
*had both been devote<i from their child- 
hood, had perifhed at the fame time. 
Thus, alone in the world, Tiaving loft 
the uffc of one of his arms, of which 
the finews had been cut when he 
was ftabbed, and confcious of no 
other fentiment than that of gratitude 
towards thofe who had fnatched him 
from the jaws of death, D* Angers 
jnfenfibly found himfelf attached to 
Robertine, the youngeft of the daugh- 
"ters of his benevolent hoftefs; anci 
becoming indiflFerent to every other 
hope or expeftation than that of 
paffing the remainder of a ftormy and 
unhappy life in peace, colleQing the. 
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wreck of his fpall patrimony^ aad» 
marrying Robertine, became an in- 
habitant of Mount St. Michel, where 
his wife, with her inother, carried on 
a little commerce, which fupported 
them in a humble way of life— with 
which D' Angers was, however, per- 
feQly content; and long fince weaned 
from the military * ideas of his youth, 
and a convext to the Catholic religion, , 
he retained nothing of his former felf 
but a lively aflFcQion for the memory of 
his patron and friend Montgomeri, and 
his family, 

Some^ years pafled before any occa- 
fion had been given him to Ihow that 
he ftill cherifhed their memory ; when. 
Floreftan, by his means, and by hi« 
having a communication with the in- 
habitants of the nabbey and the ftate 
prifon, had obtained admiflion.to De 
Beauvilliers. It was to the care of 
D* Angers he now intended to recom- 
mend Corifande, and by his means he 

- hoped 
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hoped flie would be etiabled to fefe her 
father. But eighteen months had ^afletl 
fince he had pccafion to make the fprmer 
trial of the faith and affeQion of D*An-. 
gers, and fo many; events inimical to his 
views might have happened within that 
time, that Floreftan dared not carry 
her direClly to the houfe. A rude 
projeClion of the rock again afforded 
flielter to the weary Corifande; while 
Montgqmeri, having related all this, re- 
luQantly left her to feek the boufe of 
D'Angers^andaffure himfelfof a welcome 
forher for whom only he was folicitous, 
^ When he was^ gone, the fenfations of 
Gorifande were thofe of anxiety and 
fear. She dreaded left Montgomert 
might perhaps be throwing himfelf into 
danger. An alteration of circum- . 
fiances, caprice, or neceffity, might 
have changed D'Angers; _and the 
moft fatal confequcnces might attepd 
his putting himfelf in the power of a 
nian whofe character was fo feeble 
O 3 . and 
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and fluQuating; The gloomy ftillneft 
of the night gave additional force to 
thefe inelancholy reflexions. Her feat 
was on a broken ftone at the baf^ of 
4hat immenfe rock ort which the con- 
vent and cattle ftand. The low wind 
murmured among the cliffs, hollow and 
mournful, and brought from ^ diflance 
the dull ripple of the rifing tide, of whicb 
the firft Ihallow waves, juft touched by 
the declining moon-beams, began to 
approach her. More than half an hour 
bad pafled ; it appeared to Corifande 
to baue been half an age. Had not 
fome mifchief befallen Montgomeiri ? 
If it. bad, it was to his zeal to gratify 
her that it woul4 alone be owing; and 
where fhould'fhc find courage to fup- 
port her if by her nieans any evil fliould 
befall, him? It was not,' however, worth 
while 4o confider what foould become 
of berfelf, becaufe it was an' event 
which it would be iropoffible for her 
tp Curvive. 

, '^ ^ ' Almoft 
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AliBoft another half-hour had crept 
alopg, and every moment her uneafi- 
nefs became -more inXuppc^rtable. A 
loud chime fVora the conv^J^t above 
now ftartled her ;— it was the matin belU 
calling thfe . ihonks to prayer. The 
n|orjfiing was then, far aidvanced, and- 
ftill Montgomeri returne4 not.. The 
heli ceafedto ^cho amoiFig t^ne^t^Iiff^t aip^ 
^gain notl^ihg was heard buitbc fea and 
the wini. The payife wa3: mQf e fea^fui 
from baving beea broken. Ste.pjs, howr 
ever^ Suddenly approached^ Cori&nde 
liftened; — her heart beat, andtrbi^r head 
becamef giddy. There were, fcfi thought, 
more footfteps than tbofe of pncbl^rfori? 
icarce did fhe dare look towards th^ 
fide from whence the found caoi^: — it 
grew more diftinB^ ]iiowever,iahd MoAt'r 
gomeri alone appeared; He ttK)l& her 
trembling hand Jn bis : *f I ha^ l}ecn 
^png abfent," faid he^ ** bal.tbe lidingj 
I am at length enabled to bring «re of 
fiafety^ Gorifande^ ipoy adosed-Cori^^ 
"- ' O 4 fandci, 
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Tande, will you not fpeak to me ?*^ A 
deep figh refieved her burfting heart ; 
her words were weak and inarticulate ; 
but in a few^feconds, while Montgomert 
fondly hung over her, flie flied tears^ 
and was foon able to (ay^ that flie thought 
(he could, with his affiftance, attempt 
ihe almoft perpendicular rock above 
them» and which it was, he told Ber^ 
neceflary for her to climb, hy no very 
eafy ^allh^ to avoid the notice ©f the 
fentinels, who were always oii the alert 
on the more open and acceffible roadi 
to the town» 

Carifande determined to colleft all her 
fefolaiioni and, fatigued and almoin ex« 
haufted as file was, her confidence in hec 
lover, and the hope of foon arriving atr 
the completion jof what had fo long beei^ 
the objt&, of her moft ardeni wiflies, gave 
her force to proceed. Ey the affiftance 
of Montgbmed; to whom the afcendin^: 
path was familiar, the height was con^ 
quered, and they arrived at a boufii 
, <; - wherq 
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Inhere a light wa« perceived. At a 
figrial made by Mpntgomeri the door 
was opened, and they entered a fmall 
. i*oom, where D'Angers received them* 
His pale countenance, and emaciated' 
form, and the quiet languor of hi* 
manner, were not Calculated to revive 
the fainting fpirits of Corifande, There 
was a ftiilnefs, . a cold refignation* ' 
about him,: imprefling an idea that he 
w^s not a man who would hazard any' 
tkif^ for another; and around hfm^^ 
were all thofe badges of fupetftition ^ 
which mark the bigoted enthuliaft de« 
votqd tO'the ceremonies of a religion 
which, Corifande haa fo much reafon • 
to know, often obliterated the feelings • 
of humanity. 

His wife foon made her appearance, . 
and her reception of her guefts wa»^ 
warnler, though it might not be more 
fincere. She ftill retained,, with fome 
remains of beauty, that buftling vivacity 
which is, often a charaftefiftic of the 
O 5 . Not\s\^2^N 
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Notman women in middlmg life $ and 
there was a cheerFulnefs and good 
humdur about her, which, if it did not 
ftrengthen the hopes of Corifande as to 
the future, made the prefent moment 
more eafy. Reft was abfolutely 
neceffary for her exhaufted frame. 
Montgomeri recommended her to her 
hofllefs ; and a feV hours repofe ena- 
bled her to prepare, with fome degree 
of fortitude, for the painful feparation 
from Montgoaieri, which was to happen 
in the morning. 

The morning, came but too foonj 
yet Montgomeri gave her fuch aflur^ 
ances as' to bis hoft, and explained To 
clearly the means by which he though^^ 
fee might fee her father, and her prefent 
fafeiy feemed To certain, that her 
courage, ever fuperior to that of the 
generality of women, was revived, at 
leaft as far as related to herfelf. For 
Montgomeri, howev-er, aH her fears 
were awakened^ though he perfuaded 
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hflrthat the ferviiie he wai now upcwi 
was not at all dangerous^ and gave her 
ihfi moft folemn aflurances that he woulcf 
return as. foon as he had coJodM&ed t^a 
Ei>glifli aDxiliaries to the placte whitlier 
the King of Navarte h;ad dire^ed them.. 
Corifande, who was not igrtocant that a 
foldier cannot always fulfil hU private 
engagements, had many painful doubts^ 
as to his return; yet , (he felt what he 
owed to honour, and to the excellent 
Prince into whofe fervice he iiad now 
entered (after being only occafianally 
employed, and being long unknown to 
him^); and the daughter of De Beau-» 
yillier^ would have blufhed to have 
detained tliq man Ihe loved from ' his. 
duty, or to have tarnifhed his glory, 
which (he knew was dearer to hiih than, 
life. 

Corifande, therefore, f?LW Montgo>. 

meri depart without e^^preffing half (he* 

felt. 'When his prefence no Ipngec 

(aftained her^ (he funk into defpond.- 

O 6 eticev 
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cnce : yet the folitude Ihe was now in 
foon became Toothing to her who had fo 
long been hurried about at the pleafirre 
of others, and had been compelled to gd 
through all the wretched and wearifome 
routine of court etiquette*. Nbw, if 
flie was far from happy, there >yas none 
who queftioned her wherefore her 
countenance was not drefled in fmiles. 
She had the quiet pofleffion of a 
fmaU tipper chamber, the windows of 
wbich^ overlooking btherhoufes, com* 

•.I do not know where to find Englilh phraicf 
that convey exA&ly the fame meaning as thefe, 
olhcrwifc I would not ufe thofe of another Ian* 
guagej for the affedtation of doing fo is a moft 
difguiling feature in every iiiferior modem publica* 
lion. The newfoapets fuffer no body to walk— 
they mt^ promertade, (which^ fb ufed^ is no word 
in any language). Nobody goes to breakfaft— » 
its is a dejeuner: a noiiy impertinent man is a hedil- 
efprii : and a well-drefled woman, an elegante. We 
ihall foon hear pf a bar maid as a limonadj^re 5 zxii 
a vendor of vegetables ^ a kgumier. * 

snanded 



nianded' an extenfive (*ea view; and 
D' Angers and his wife, having feen 
her in the morning, and defired 
to' know her wiihes, which they com-*- 
plied with to the utmoft of their 
power, always left her for. the reft of 
the day to amufe herfelf in her Own way ; 
and no attention Could have fo well 
enabled her to conquer the efFefts pf the 
fatigue (he had undergone, or refift 
thofe of the anxiety {her ftill felt. ' 

Some time had thus pafled before 
any mention was made of the interview 
flie hoped to obtain with her father. 
Montgomeri had affured her that he was 
living, and . ftill in the date prifon 
whofe dark and maffive walls were be- 
neath thofe of the abbey that frowned 
in the fullen gloom of religious magni- 
ficence above. Montgomeri had re- 
commended it to her not to fpeak to 
D* Angers of De Beauvilliers till be 
himfelf bf?gan the converfauon, and 

Corifande 
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Corifande with difficulty ^i.Qed all 
expteffions pf impatienqe. 

At length Madame D'Angeifs waa 
deputed to inform her, t^at the time 
was come^ when, if (he Jiad courage 
enough to truft herfelf with perfons 
who aloiie could aOift h^r, and would 
folemnly engage not to betray herfelf^ 
or give the leafl: ihtio^ation of who flje 
was, Ihe might be obliged with a fight 
of her father. Corifande, trembling 
with variety of emotions, proffiifed 
every thing they required of her ; but 
ventured to aflc D' Angers, in a faltering 
voice, whether he would not himfelf 
accompany her. He coldly and fon)e- 
what fternly anfwered, that it was im- 
poflTible, and, were it otherwife, would 
he ufelefs; adding, " You will recoUedt, 
Mademoifelle, that he to whom I Ihall 
owe this favour, whicli I have folicited, 
lo gratify the Chevalier Floreftan,^ 
knows not who. you are. I am not 

at 
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at liberty to tell you by what means I 
have obtained your admvffion^ The 
inoft neceffary thing for you to know 
is, th^t it may coft riot only yourfelf^ 
but thofe who, at their own peril, have 
undertaken to oblige you, liberty, or 
life, if you ihould commit the leaft 
indifcretion. You mull, atfeven o'clock 
thi$ evening, Mademoif^lle, be ready 
to put on a drefs with which my wife 
will furnilh you, and filently to follow 
a perfon who will be here at that hour.. 
D* Angers then withdrew | and Cork 
fande. fat down to colled her fpirits. 
for the wifhed-for yet dreaded inter* 
view; 



THROUGH the obfcurity of a. 
moonlefs evening, Corifande, with a^ 
beating hearty followed a ftrange figure: 
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ifa the drefs of a lay^brothfer of a' cohm^ 
vent, Hefpoke not, till, having flowly. 
proceeded' through an arched gateway^,, 
he muttered a few words to a perfow 
Who fat within it, who delivered to Mni' 
a number of* great keys; after which 
he paffed through a court furrounded 
by high buildings, and, entering a paved 
pafTage, knocks foftly at a door withfn» 
it, which was opened by an old re- 
collet, whofe venerable figure, as (he 
could juft diftinguifh it by the aid of a. 
dark lantern which he held in his hand^ 
greatly reaffured the trembling Gari- 
fande. He once turned his eyes to* 
wards her; but her face and figure i^^eire 
envelloped in a dark cloak, fuch as ^ 
pilgrims wear, and it feemed as jf he^ 
had merely inquired by this flight lookj . 
whether the perfon before him anfwered * 
the defcription he had received* He 
took up a book which lay on a little 
table, and, with the lantern in his other 
hand, he became the guide whonJCori^ 

fandcv 
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fende underftood flie was^ to follow 
into the dark cloifter which wasv now 
to be entered, and of which there ap- 
peared no end. The hollow found of 
her condu£lor*s footfteps on the vaults 
beneath alone, broke the filence that 
reigned in this dreary avenue, which^ 
as its pavement hid their remains^ and 
their memorials covered the walls^ 
feemed to Mpng only to the dead. 

The recoWet arrived at a raaffy* 
folding door : he applied one of thei 
great keys, and it opened with a? 
found that echoed through the \6tkg 
-cloifters and the' imfnenfe aifles of 
the cathedral, where Corifande IK)W» 
found herfelf ^ it fliut, and again: loud 
echos reverberated from the tombs and 
chapels; then all Ijccame filent^ The 
recollet, traverfing the body of .the; 
cathedral, opened the brafs g^tes that: 
kd into the choir, and advanced direftly: 
up to the high alts/r: then, ' turning toi 
Cojsifande,. he (aid in a low, and folemori 

tone~^ 
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tone—" Daughter, ^ bisfore I proceed 
furliieri confider ivere in tbisholy place, 
whether your refolut^on is fufficient to 
bear you through what you have under-^ 
takeo. You are riot tq fpeak--y;OU arQ 
by: ,ne means to. betray the flighteft 
fymptom of emotion. I. alone knoyir 
who yoii are. Should that fecret be 
betnayed to others, you need not -be 
told the confequence. Daughter ! fweac 
here, before the faints and angels, and 
by'Joiip holy patron Saint Michael, that 
, you will bbferve all iTie conditions 1 
ftall enjoin/' 

' Corifande tremuloufly anfwcred-*-, 
•* Father, I fwear!** . 

•*-It is w^ell,*' faid the recollet,.as 
he opened a wire grate which enclofed 
aftirine, where ftood a figure in wood 
intendfed to reprefent St Michael. Be*, 
bind this, concealed from all who wefe> 
not in poffeflion of the fecret, was a 
fmaU door which led into a very nar- 
row paffage, and from thence down a. 
- • long 
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long flight of fteep ftone fteps. It was 
one of the fecret ways by which the 
nionks bad accefs to the prifon cham- 
l^ers which are under the abbey. ^ 

As the momeiit drew near when Cori- 
fande was to fee her father, h-er agitati(;M> 
became fo painful, that Ihe doubte4 
whether ftie could go through the in-* 
terview. Silently, however, and fcarce 
daring to relieve her heart by frequeii^ 
and laborious refpiration, fhe follow-* 
^d through- the gloomy labyrinth of 
arched ftone paflages, where the thick- 
nefsof the air added to the difficulty 
with which (he fupportcd herfelf. A% 
length (he was in a great cav^rB-like, 
room, not half of which was vifible 
by the light of the lantern, that, feebly 
throwing its beams iato the darkgloom^ 
ferved only to (how in the midtt, on^ef 
of thofc: cages of Wdod in. which th<j 
tyrant Louis the Eleventh ^ confined 
the wretched viftims of defpotic 

powcr,^ 
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power*, and of which Cbrifande hadi 
frequently heard dreadful deferiptionsir 
- She fcarce dared to turn hef eyes to- 
wards it: the very idea of feeing her 
father in fuch a fituation froze her 
bloody and. flie .could hardly breathe, 
till the recollet pafled on and led hep 
into another dark pafl'age. 

At the end of this there wa^ a fort 
of recefs, in which* flood a pitcher oF 
water and fomc kind of food. ThQ 
monk directed Corifahde to take them % 
and then, to put her again upon her 
guard, he informed her in a low voice; 
fliat b^ was now about to enter' the 
ehamber of Che imprifoiied De Beau-- 
Villlers. / 

• This diabolical contrivance was iifed in the 
leign of Louis the Fourteenth, and fonie inilances 
of ifs application have been of much later date; 
Madame de Gcnlis, I think, relates in.fome of 
>er books,, that Jbe caufed one of her pupils 
the unfortunate fons of PJiilip d*Orleans, to begia 
the demolition.of that at Mount St. MicheK 

The: 
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The heart of Cojrifjande throbbed 
mth redoubled emotioq. She caft he;r 
\eycs forward, and beheld, fitting over 
(he embers of a fmaJl fire, a pale and 
emaciated figure^ which, as flie more 
,diftin6lly obferved it, flie could harc^- 
ly believe to be her father. He at- 
•tempted to rife on the entrance of the 
recoUet, but feemed to have loft the 
free ufe of his limbs ^ and fupporting 
himfelf againft a table that ftood before 
him^ he expteffed in a tremulous voice 
his thanks for the kindneft of the good 
father, and turned his eyes with an 
expreOion of furprife on the ftranger, 
whom he now firft perceived. " It is 
a novice of our order,*' faid the monk : 
** I have obtained leave to have him 
^ith me to-night becaufe I was ill, and 
not very able to execute alone the 
offices of charity.'* A dialogue now 
, enfued, by which it Appeared, tW, whca 
pthers had^ failed, Father Denis, a monk 
celebrated for the converts he had 
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made among the Calvinifts, had un- 
dertaken to add De Beauvilliers to the 
number of his penitents, and had now 
for near two years been in habits of 
occafion'al accfefs to him ; during which 
time, though he had bbtained no change 
in his opinions, the exceHent character 
of De Beauvilliers had made la friend 
of the prieft, and had almoft con- 
vinced him that a Hugonot, without 
renouncing his errors, might efcapc 
eternal perdition. The recollet, in 
his various attempts to fhake the 
refolution of the Count, had even 
given him hopes of liberty^ if he would 
declare himfelf a Catholic: but, dif- 
daining to purchafe his freedom at the 
price of his honour, and feeling it to ' 
be impoflible for him ever to be fincere 
— or to refrain, fhould it be again in his 
power, from taking up arms againft 
thofe who had deftroyed his individual 
happinefs, while they had fpread de- 
folation through his country — he would 

- " tVQt 
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not diflimulate, ^rid rather endared im- ; 
prifonmeht, the Tigoiir of which; had 
however- bc^ri mnigated by the flriedia^ 
tion of thfe recdllW, ahd'b))^'ttle fefpe^ 
which the keeper of thfii=^ftat6'^rifdfi 
could not' WlpfeeKrig for his ilkiftribus 
taptivc/-^^^-''' ■ ■^>*' --^^ ■• ^ '-• • ■> 
While* De fitiauviffiets now'' talked 
^b the monk, Tittle^ -imagining whb 
Xvas a withrfs to his ^dAnv^rfation, -his 
daughter^ '^hb had retit'ed to the end 
•of the rooim, retraced -inf' his palt and 
Vaggard face the feature^s fhfe had fearhed 
t'o gaze on with afFeftioh ahd revetence 
from her earlieft recblleaion. Though 
yet confiderably under fifty, h^' ap- 
'pejaredmuch^oldet^ for hfe Hid Idft his 
^fir;' faVe • only a'^few gray locks on his 
temples,' and foi+bw, rather than tinfe 
had furrowed his ingenuous codnte- 
nance, which yet; ditpi^effed th^fcharaQer 
of his niind. He complained not. The 
monk, fearful of raifihg in the uhknown 
vifitor eihdtions^ that might occafion her 
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to betray iierfeJf, cautioufly avoided 
every topic that might lead the prifoner 
to fpeak of his .family or his captivity^ 
Yet it was but too evident that he 
fufFered moft feverely in his perfonfrom 
his long detention ; and Gorifande with 
difficulty refrained from throwing her- 
felf on her kn^ees before him» and 
rbathiftgwith her. tears thpfe emaciated 
hands> which the damps and unwhole<^ 
fome confinement for fo many years 
Teamed nearly to have crippled. The 
various thoughts that crowded on -her 
mind during this converfation, would^ 
had it lafted much longer, have con- 
quered her courage ; and flie would 
tven then have betrayed herfelf, if the 
recollet, apprchenfivc of what might 
happen, had not put an end to the 
fccnc by rifing to take his leave, which 
as he was about to do, De Beauvillier^ 
thus addreffed him: 

" My friend, I have been more than 
ufually ill for three or four d^ys ; fome^ 

thing 
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tiling feems to . tell me that I fhall not 

long n^cd your kindnefs. In meditating 

on my departure Irorn a world, which 

has to me been a fojourn of trial and of 

fuffering, I feel myfelf ready, nay de- 

firous, to leave it; yet I cannot forget 

that I may flill have a daughter, the 

hcirefs, {)erhaps, of my forrows and 

4Jifl9iclions. My wife, my fon, the 

youngeft of my girls, all are gone— all 

haVe miferAbly periftied ! Were I fure 

my lovely, my unhappy Corifande had 

ihared their fate, fad as it is, I ibould 

fabmit ; for death, the inevitable lot of 

all, is to fome perfons even in early 

youth a bleffing. The dead are beyond 

the reach of the calumniator and the - 

oppreflbr; the dead have fulfilled their, 

deftiny, and can fuffer nomore: but^* 

if my Corifandej, moil lovely as (he 

promifed to be, yet lives, with all that 

fufceptibility, with alh that fweetnefs, 

however guarded by underftanding, 

good God! to what miferies, to what 

Vol. III. P indi^ciuk:^^ ' 
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indignities^ to what fufferings may fbe 
not have been expofed! My friend, if, 
^s you have charitably pronafed me 
when you were moved by the agonies 
of a father's heart, if you can obtain 
fbr me certain information of my loft 
child,* I will endeavour to endure the 
worft like a man ; and I will prepare 
for that hour I know muft come, and 
'Which I feel will come foon." 

The recolkt attempted to reply ; but 
the folemnity of this addrefs, confcious 
as he was who heard it, deprived him 
of bis ufual prefence of mind, and, 
before he had recovered it, all his fears 
were realifed ; for Corifaride, who had 
fuftained herfelf as long as fhe could, 
fell totally fenfclefs on the floor. 

Imagination may fupply, what the pen 
would fail of defcribing, the fcene that 
now took place. The Count, with 
emotions to which wor^s cannot do 
juftice, difcdvered that it was his daugh* 
ter whom his trembling and fecblct 
• hands 
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hands were attempting to affift, and 
^ Corifande opened her eyes to find her-^ 
felf in the arms of her father. 
\ The monk, to whofe friendfhip and 
indulgence towards D-AngfeT*s this ex- 
traordinary meeting had been owing, 
was moved, by the mute but moft af- 
fe£ling exprefliohs of parental and filial 
k>ve, even to tears; and when the 
feelings of the father and the daughter 
permitted them the ufe of fpeech, the 
facred emotions of the human heart, 
; which, dead as he was to the worlds 
muft have fomeeffeet even on the mofl 
callous, fo far influenced the good 
prieft, thati before he feparated CoH?, 
fande from her. father; he was induced 
to promife that he would again hazard 
their meeting, with whatever ri0c t<^ 
bimfelf. De-Seauyilliens as |>e |^rcffi?4 
his. hand in fpecchlefs gratitude, >ftie4 
the firft tears that had for many years^ 
fallen from his eyes • for deipair : bM 
withered his heart, ^nd it was long 
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fince a fettled refignation, interrupted 
" enly by hh fears for Corifande, had 
affumed with him the felnblancc of 
ftoicar fortitude. It was not till after 
a fevere ftruggle that Corifande could 
determine to quit her father; and he 
9ga1n and again implored the recoUet 
to repeat the promife, which alone 
would enable him to fuftain his ex- 
iftence ; when, after fondly folding his 
Corifande to hts heart, he faw the door 
of hi3 prifon clofe upon him, and (hut 
out this invaluable, this newly found 
treafure, on which he doted with more 
ardent affe£iion than if he had never 
k)ft it. In Corifande was centred adl 
the love he bad borne to his children 
and their mother, all the hope that yet 
remained to him upon earth ; and when 
the objeft thus tenderly confidered 
feenied to be adorned by nature with 
^very perfeftion of mind and perfon, 
and had given fo heroic ^a proof of her 
attachment to a father fo long divided 
- * (totti 
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from her, the feelings of thar father 
naturally arofe to Something like adorar 
tion. They were indeed fo painfu>, 
that to fubdue and qxiiet ihe tumult of 
his mind De Beauvilliers h^id recourre 
to prayer 5 and offering to Heaven hi-s 
gratitude for the new-found ble^ffing^ 
and carneftly imploring continued pro- 
le£lion of his beloved Cprifande, the 
exceffiye agitation of his fpirits^ gradually 
fubfided^ and he lay down on the fad 
p?ille(^ where he bad paffed fo many 
tedious nights of dnguifhj with fenfations 
of bappinefs fuch as he never imagined 
, be fhpuld experience again,. ; 



CORISANDE, fiifefy conduacd by 
jfee good recollet to Ihe hbufe of 
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'D*Angfirs, and once more in her own 
little room, could hardly perfuade her- 
felf that (he had not been in a dream ; 
and fuch was the ddight with which fhe 
recollefted every word, every look of 
her father, that Ihe for a while forgot 
how little probability there was that Ihe 
could often be admitted to fee him, and 
that he was ftill a prifoner, his very life 
depending on the caprice of a humber 
of perfon^, who wer6 neither guided 
by reafon nor fenfible of humanity. The 
tecollet, unlike many of hi& pr6£sffion> 
•had a heart neither vitiated or harden^ 
ed; he knew hitrifelP fuhj^a to' human 
/railties, and cherifhed the human 
feelings of benevolence and pity ; 
and the interview between De Beau* 
villiers and his daughter, in which 
be had dreaded only that they 
f^lhould difcover' each other, had fo 
affefted him, that he determined, at 
wh*|ieVei? rifk^ ta indulge thcm> in 
fre<j«ent mettinge, as long ais the coA- 
: . V cierge 
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cierge of the ftate prifon allowed him 
to vifit the captive at any liour he 
pleafed. And fuch was the veneration 
in which the keeper and almoft every 
officer in the caftleheld this good rn?in, 
that his requeft was as a law to them ; 
and they trufted him implicitly to vifit 
the fick aiid the mourner, of whom- 
they had often but too many under their 
care. Real benevoletice and urbanity 
liiuft gain accefs to every heart; and 
Father Benis^ the recollet, had 
e?en made fome converts fVom the 
Calvinift pcrfuafion by the idea his 
c6ndu£k and chara<^r wtre calculated 
toimpreis, that the reUgioii of fo good 
a man mud be the true religioni Cori^ 
fande fooh faw himagain^^nd heard 
with indefcribahle joy, that he would' 
in a few days fuffer her to accompany 
him^ when he was to have accefs to thev 
Coiint de Beauvilliers. 

Thus gratified in theifirft wife of her 
P 4 heart,. 
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heart, the thoughts of Corifandc fikd 
with new fenfations of afFeQion and 
gratitude towards Floreftan de Mont- 
gomeri, to whom fhe owed this fatis- 
faQion, and of whom her father had 
fpoken Ml term^ of praife and regard, 
when, in his eagernefsto hear, and hers 
^ to relate, the ftrange events which hac| 
happened to her, fhe had fpoken of 
Floreftan as her deliverer, and as 
having been her guide towards St. 
Michel. Corifandc imagined that/hef - 
father thought of FloreHan as he de- 
ferved ; ther6 was peculiar energy io 
his voice and manner when^ he fpoke 
of him, and, fondly recalling all be had 
faid, ftie ventured to carry her mind 
beyond the clouds that now hung over 
their deftiny, arid to indulge in a thou- 
fand delicious dreams of future^ hap« 
pinefs. / , 

At , her fecond interview with her 
father, thq recoUet left them fon^ hours 

together i 



I 



\ 
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together; and De Bepuvilli^rs became 
perfu^dedy > that^, through his intiei^pOf- 
fiti6», the fe^qpier of the pfifon cQnDivf^4 * 
at this indulgence. Corifande now 
^pafTed whole hours^ and at length whole 
day s,.iinqiicftioned there, ll^r father 
almoft ceafed to rein6mbi$r t^at he iij^s 
in confinement: ainl h^d he not <^ca« 
fionally hejarddoubis of the final in- 
<tcnubn$ of the Kii)g,'or rather of Ca- 
tharinci as to the Jiyes of thpfe Hu^Q- 
not lords wbd had hi(;herto been fpaied 
— or could Corifande have perfuadecl 
herfelf that her father's li^aUh, however 
he had revived on firft feeing her> was 
not flowly decUning— -flie would have 
had no other ^i(h th^ fM^^optgf)^ 
meri's returni and to, fhare with hioi 
the office of Cweetejfting the life of Dc 
Beauvilliers. 

The Count very, frequently fpoke oF 

him^ dwelling witl;! enthufia{tip:affe£ti9n 

on his virtues; but as tioie >or,e away, 

P 5 ^ and 



^JMMl'nf^ar a month bdd^ela^ried witboat 
ttfry iftfclHgencie having beea Fccieiv«d 
tofbittii the fether arid the davi^el: 
%e«airie Equally uffcafjr. The Count, 
«dw \(i^cH afRired of the ftate of his 
diughtii^*s^ mind, feared to inquire, after 
Wft, ieft-k ^fliould add to her paiii ; 
i*hite ^CbrJfande endeavoured to dif- 
tovit ho# heir farther accounted for his 
abfence, without Ventuting vrhoHy to 
xfifclofe the intrtafing' anxiety that 
jfHreyetdkD^hfetheari. 
' ThiPiineafy Aifpenfe was much ag^ 
grtt^8(tcfd<by ittlelligence that doriiande 
1to^v coilcaed from her hoft» Tiie Hu*. 
'^Onots were again in confiderable &>rce ; 
•and thii' inWgues^ of th^ Queen Moihcr 
*id diWefted a ^fitiaSidable , body :■ of 
i^aniards and Flertlrtgs, under lh<e com* 
^mand of the Prince of Parmai a general 
iiiore able than any to whom the affiaiirs 
'6f ftle L-e^giie hUd teftirctltrufted. A 
•^cciiBvi'^'ifafilfe wai ''therefore hourly 

expected; 



r 
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cxpe3ed ; and the King, dreading 
equally the Proteftants- and the GuiFcfs^ 
was fo undecided^ and a6led fo feebly 
and irrefoliitely, that both parties gave ■ 
way to the greateft exrtfles ; and in the - 
4u]y fiLirmiihes between them, bloods 
was urelef$ly fhed, and their mutual' 
afiimofity occafioned the moil (hocking: 
atrocities^. This intelligence failed not 
to alarm Corifande: for Montgoraeri, of i 
whofe daring courage fhc was too cer-~ 
tain^ and whofe prudence flic already v 
doubted; Every, day as it paffed : 
brought her fome new- caufe of ^larm. » 
Vague and . exaggerated accounts alone 
ireached the melancholy abode of I^ An- 
gers, whofe ^oomy fuperftirion feemed i 
wholly to abforb >every other fentiment : 
than afFedion- foir the family of Mont^ 
gomeri ; and even that Corifande thought ; 
%ccame lefs afti vc. 

^ The apptehenfions thai Tlow^t6rmented * 
^ \fCT Jiad Become almoft infupportaWe, . 
when Fioreftin fiiddenly apj^ared. 

F 6 Tc.^ 
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The eagemrfs of his manner, and thi^ 
"diftrefs exprefied on his countenance, 
dirappeared, as, converfing with Cori- 
fande, he found her happier thani fihe 
bad imagined it poflible Qie could ever 
become, and acknowledged that to him 
alone ihe owed the fatisfaftion Ibe en- 
joyed. He was allowed to accompany 
her to her father, and De Beauvilliers 
embraced them both with more pleafure 
than his heart had felt fince his de* 
parture^ from Montrjchard. Montgo- 
jneri^ however, fuffered not the tranw 
£ent delight he &lt to. deter him too 
long from explaining, at leaft to the 
Count, the danger which now menaced 
him, though he could hardly refolve 
to blight the hopes of happinefs which 
illuminated the eyes and glowed on the 
cheeks of Corifande. 

Alone with her father, Floreftan 
could no longer conceal the intelligence ' 
he brought. The flames of civil war 
were raging with greater violence than 

evcr^ 



ever. , The prifons wefc fUled. \yitli 
Hugonots, and feveral had fuflFd|-ed 
death lybile they retaliated on all the 
.Catholics that fell into theif hand$v 
.The King of France, wearied by the 
perpetual contention to vhicfi hif 
nioiher*s. crooked politics expofed him, 
and dreading the inxrreafing power of 
the Guifes^ was trying to^ negotiate with 
the King of Njjvarre : yet, after the 
perfidy that had marked the conduft of 
bis brother, and the weakjiefs and ver- 
fatility of his own, no confidence could 
be placed in bis advances;, and they 
ferved only to irritate the pride and 
provoke the mfplence of the Duke of 
Guife, to whom the Pariijaqs adbefed 
with fo much zeal, that he ^as. likely 
lo 0iake Henry on his throne. 

There was but too much probability 
that De fieauvilliers would no loijiger . 
be fuffcred to enjoy the iadulgepces 
which had lately foftened die .fu^eripgs 
of imprifonment. Floreftan]^ indeed. 
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Was under the greateff appFebenfiails 
for his life; and be reprefentcd to 
him all ^he grounds he had for thefe 
fears, and pointed out the only proba- 
bility of fecurity to him, which was, to 
efcape to England-^ • 

*^* In England,*^ faiti Montgdmeri, 
^^ you will be fafe. Remetaiber, dl^^ar 
Sir, that your frientl, my unhappy 
father, would now have been- living, 
)\kd he remained thfere. It is in 
your p6wer to efcape. Fly/ I befeecti 
you— xdnfent to fave yourfelf and 
your daughtcri whofe life degeods on- 
jours/" 

De BeauvilHirs was furprifed at the 
impetuoGty of his young frietid, "Is 
k in my power to efcape, my dear Flo- 
reftan ? Tell me, 1 befeech you,' how ?*^ ' 

Floreftan then brought to his rccol-*. 
leftioA ^he place where his father 'th6 
Gount de Montgdmcri * would hav^. 
a&ended ; having come to ' thi ft^ot 
of the caRle wall, in a darit night, witft 

^ felea 
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a fetea number of brave followers, by 
wHofe afliftance be would have become 
mafter of the cattle, had they not been 
treacheroufly betrayed by a monk^ who 
filently ftabbed them one by one as they 
reached the window at which he waited 
for thcpi, under the promife of intro^ 
ducing them into the fortrefs. 

" In an obfcurc place/* faid Moniw 
gomeri, " to which you may have accef^ 
from thefe apartments, theare are^ a^ I 
have lately learned, the inftri^mems by 
which this exploit wafi^ to b^j^rfori^ed. 
To defcend with the neoeffary precau* 
ttons, will be much lefs hazardous than 
It was to jfcale the wall within th^;nar^ 
row cavity whidb openn to the fea,. 
There I will undei'take to be with a 
boat, which fhaU.conVey.tts toa vefl(pl 
without the B»y,-*an4 in a few houra 
you will find y ourfelf £afely in £4?gr 

^< AridX:orifande^-**-ff^^^l^^ 
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** Corifande I"* replied Kf ontgc^ieri i 
•^ Does ndt Ihe form a part in every 
plan I could dream ^of, or you would 
adopt? Would you not truft me -to 
eonduQ: Corifande ta England ?•* 

" Yesv my friend, I wou/ii enlruft 
you with her; and you are, perhaps, 
the only man in the world in whom I 
would place fp much confidence. But 
I know your high fenre of honour, and 
i know* that to you I owe the only 
hours of eomfort that I hsive enjoyed for 
many years/* En<^Oiiraged by a de- 
claration^ fo flattering^ Floreftan ven- 
tured to name his pafi^on and his hopes ^ 
yet, confcious that iti his own precarious 
fituation, and while he had himfelf en*, 
dealvourcd to reprefent that the life of De 
Bfeauvillier.shiT9;kfelf--waa 'in danger, it 
was no time to %eak of marriage,. h€ 
x;ather en4eavouredao fecure the future 
than his ibfimediate confent. De^Beau^ 
^illiers, who h^d ^ueQbdBtthefiaiteof'bis 
aSe£lions, was fo far from difapprovii^ 
- of 
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of theiB, that he faid, "My dear Flo- 
reftan'^ ydu have anticipated my wiibess • 
If the axe, which is 1 know fufpended but 
by a thready fhould fall, to whop can I 
confide my lovely orphan girl but, to 
you? to whdm (hould I wifh to entruft 
the fole treafure of my heart, but to 
him who knows its value?— -Let me give 
her to you even now, before wehe»r^ 
mpre of proje£ls of cfcape. Tor 
morrow, if you can obtain her confcnt^ 
I will give you my tendered blefling^ 
and you will find a Calvinift pried who 
fhall join your hands." 
« Flpredsin, tranfported with joy« could 
with difiicuUy expr^fs his thanka.^ He 
flew to Corifande, who with her ufydj^ 
franknefs aflured him, that, as her heart 
had long been his, fhe ^ould witbput 
reluftance obey her father; yet, that 
file fhould cqnfider his continued im« 
prifonrpent as the greateft diminution of 
her happinefs. Floreftan had expreffed 
to her his extreme foUc|tude fbr the 
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releafe of De BeauvilUers, yet .witbout 
teHitig half the r^afon he had to dread 
the fatal termination of his longer Itn- 
prifonment. 

Only another interview with her fa- 
ther intervened' before Corifande be- 
came the wifp of Montgomeri. Thus 
fecure of her perfon and her af- 
fcQion; he ventured to tell her the 
Various- caufes 'he had of apprc- 
henfibh J and, however unwilling to 
da(rm her even in the firft days of their 
inarriage,. he knew thie neiieffity there 
might foon be for her to ^xei^t all her 
ifortitudef and he knew tbat her rii^on 
iand courage would 'enabtehJet f^ make 
every effort to ward off the evils that 
might be apprehended, if the worft hift 
fears had forefcen (hould really happeil 
to De Beailvilliers. 

The danger loft half its termors -if not^ 
Us magnitude, while he divelled it as 
much as pofliMe of that myftery which 
adds To greatly to apprebenfiori; 'He 

As.fctlb^d 
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defcribed the various yi^ws of the con* 
tending parties, and pointed out what 
might be apprehended from the fluftu* 
ating politics of one, and the oppreffions 
of the other, Himfelf profcribed, and 
likely to be morcdangeroafly circum*. 
ftanced than ever, he nrged Cori&inde 
to ufe all her power over her father to 
perfuade him immediately to confcnt to 
cfcape by the means he had propofed; 
uid he then informed Cbrifande, that 
\ii$ late abfence had been lengthened 
by the preparations he had made for 
their evafibnaiahdiconcealmem in £ng^ 

land*..' r. <.'h t.: • ■ 'T ' : '\ir. : -; 

To obtain. Jiejffathier'jiijDmediaie 
toAtitfhcfeikee^c was,rfibci ^v%: objeft of 
Gor jfan4e* A/ter this xonFererice* >fbc 
waited impati^jniiy for 4ihq:hput. when flai^ 
qo^ld be admitted;|p a^ imervjew ykh\^ 
the Go^nit-if To/ibertfta^nqjl exhort:a;iH)^ 
t^^^t ^Ipe . would^ thifl^t ftf^ioiifly (pf , i)^ 
propofal made hiiJ> by Floreltarii,^ ftttd 

embrace 
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embrace the occafion offered him to 
efcape, on which he had hitherto evaded 
to decide, he thus anfwered : 

** There is ortly one things my be^ 
loved Corifandp, dearer to me than thou 
art— it is my honour. The concierge 
in whofe cuftody 1 have been ibefe laft 
feven months,, unlike him whom he 
fucceeded^ has fofteoed rny captivity 
}>y every means, in his power; he has 
allowed me^ ds Tar as he; could, the 
fconfolations of friendOiip and fociety^ 
Bud above all, the comfort of feeing, 
thee.; for, . though he has^ not himfelf 
appeared in it, without his confbnt ^it. 
eould not have been dork. 
^)" In all this: ind|ilgtJHce,* of which S 
might lo»g fince have availed myfelf ' 
fbi? my efcape, he has trufted to the 
honour ^hieh be knows ought, and 
which he believes do€9, inhal^t tW 
>i^aft of a genilem^an. Is it De Beau** 
yflHers^ ray Corifende^ who, at the end ^ 

o£ " 
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.cf a life of unblemilhed probity, fhall 
violate this facred principle? Shall he re- 
quite the kindnefs of this man by bring- 
ing on him punifliment, and perhaps 
imprifonment ? He, this jailer, in a 
manner of life fo degrading, and fo in- 
jurious to tKe beft feelings of the heart, 
has fhown himfelf fufceptible of kind- 
nefs ; Ihall De Beauvilliers fo far forget 
all thatis juft and noble, as to repay him 
with ingratitude ? — Never. Whatever 
danger may attend my ftay, here I will 
remain till I can implicate no one in 
my efcape ; above all, a man to whom I 
owe, if not my exiftence, that my ex- 
iftcnce has been fupportable. 

To thefe arguments Corifande could 
anfwer little. For fome moments fhc 
fek aflured that fo much goodnefs ^and 
integrity muft be the care of Heaven j 
^ then dreadihg the reality of all the evils 
Floreftan had reprefented to her, and 
4ut)geon8, chains, famine, and death 
being prefent to her imagination, ihe 



^ 



326 tHE SOLiTAHY WANDERER* 

wept ia filent anguifli a refolution 
which it appeared impoffible foe her to 
change. 

Again, however, fhe attempted to 
move her father by reprefenting her 
own forrow and danger. He replied, 
that no forrow was infupportable but 
that which attended the confcioufnefs of 
guilt ; and that fhe was now in the pro- 
teftion of a man of ftrch bravery and 
honour, that his fears for her were^ at 
an end. •* If/* added he, *' I were to 
efcape, and know afterwards that this 
concierge, who has been my friend in the 
hour of adverfityi had perifhed for me 
— periflied by an aft of treachery oi> 
my part-i^never, my Corifande, Aever 
would even the fight of your happinefs, 
dear as it is to my heart, confole me. 
A few years of life would, on the terms 
I fliould the« hold it, be too dearly 
purchafed." 

Thus repulfed, yet feeling veneration 
for thofc high principles of honour to 

w\vvcfe 
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which the refufal was owing, Corifande 
arofe to hid adieu to her father for the 
night: but, her fpirits being overcome 
by the intelligence {he had received from 
Floreftan, and by the impoflibility of pire- 
vailing on the Count, flie was fo de- 
preffed, that it was with difficulty flie 
found refolution enough not to betray, 
by cries and tears, the fad prefentiment 
that hung on her heart, that (he was 
bidding farewel for ev£r to a parent fo 
lately found, and fo aflFeflionately 
loved. 

She fuGcceded ill in her endeavours 
to conceal the terrors that agitated her 
bofom ; and even the fortitude of De 
Beauvilliers was fo Ibaken, that, when at 
length he faw her depart, he liftened to 
her footfteps, which the maffive door 
that fhut after her prevented him from 
hearing; and when the . dead- filence 
returned, in which he had pafled fo 
many melancholy hours before the 
prefence of his daughter reanimated his 
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sdmoft extinguilhed life, he felt as if he 
bad again loft^aU that he yet poffelTcd 
in the world : and annihilation would, 
have been lefs dreadful tcJ his imagina- 
tion. 

Corifande, on her part, retired in 
yei greater uneaGnefs. Montgomeri 
was abfent only for a few hours : he 
returned late, and fatigued, but en- 
deavoured to reaflure his wife, and to 
perfuade her that the next day fhe might 
be able to prevail on her father. 

The next day, however, put an end 
to their lingering hopes, and the un- 
happy Corifande had need of all the 
tender folicitude of Montgomeri to pre- 
vent her finking under theanguifh which 
aflailed her. An exprefs had arrived 
during the night at the Mont St. Michel, 
direfling the prefent concierge of the 
caftle to be removed, the prifoners to 
be more rigoroufly confined, and no 
perfon whatever to be admitted to fee 
Ibem. At the fame time the new keeper 

made 
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made his appearance, and was recog- 
njfed as a wretch who had formerly been 
one of the turnkeys, and had been 
difmifTed for brutality' and difhonefty. 
All this D* Angers, to whofe knowledge 
it immediately came, knew; and, in 
that defponding ftate which is fo in- 
feSious, communicated his knowledge 
to Montgomeri in theprefence of Cori- 
fande, who with difficulty fupported 
herfelf till ,he had concluded what h€ 
had to fay. He made no comment; 
but his manner was fufficierit to con- 
vince Corifande that the hour was now 
come that (he had fa long dreaded^ 
and that, amidft the intricate and un- 
wholefome labyrinths beneath the caftle, 
or in the dark bowels of the rock, the 
unhappy De Beauvilliers woulcj perifh, 
the viftim of his own rigid fenfe of 
honour. ' 

Thff images of horror that, now 
halunted her imagination Montgomeri 
vainly endeavoured to combat: in 

Vol. III. Q truth. 
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truth, he felt th^m to be but too well 
founded ; and whilie. by a fort of pious 
fraud he attempted to reafon with the 
fears of his wife, it was eafy for her to 
fee that he did not himfelf believe what 
he tried to iniprefs on her mind, and 
that her father's fituation was now 
altogether defperate. 

Though that habitual reverence which 
he had fo long cherilhed for the nanie 
of Montgomert prevented D* Angers 
himfelf from fpeaking of his apprehen- 
fions for his own fafety if Montgomeri 
and Corifande riemained in his boufe, 
the members of his faniily were by no 
means fo delicate and referved ; ' and 
it appeared impoffible for them to con- 
tinue there, either on account of their 
own fafety or that of their hofts. Every 
hour fome iiew alarm was given ; and 
it feemed as if fufpicions were enter- 
tained of them by the few inhabitants 
of the houfes at the foot of the.xock, 
lince all refufed to receive them as 

lodgers. 
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lodgers, and appeared uneafy at the 
(hort converfe with them, which their 
attempts to procure a temporary ftieli^r 
made neceflary. 

-The heirefs of De Beauvilliers/ then, 
and the gallant fon of the heroic Mont- 
gomeri were reduced to folicit an 
afylum only for a few hours, and were 
«very where repulfcd. D' Angers would 
ftill, though hazardous to himfelf, have 
fufFered them to remain in his houfe ; 
but Montgomer4, having once under- 
ftood that the longer continuance of this 
hofpitality was attended with rifk to 

C Angers and his family, he would not ' 
jiften even to the imperious voice 6f 

' neceffity ; and ther^e was foftie proba- 
bility that Corifande might have paffed 
in the ftreets, had not Floreftan at length 
found a very poor man, who, in a hut 
that hardly kept out the weather, where 
it was not defended' by the huge rock, 
in a recefs of which it was built, fup- 
ported himielf, his wife, and two chiU 
. Q 2 ^ d\^^ 
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dren by fifhing. His manner of life and 
his extreme poverty detached him from 
the other inhabitants ; and having feWer 
fears, and by his little boat an eafier 
means of efcape, he confented to receive 
the defolate Corifande and Mont* 
gpmeri, fearing only' for her, and never 
giving himfelf time to refleO; on his 
own fafety. How greatly it was en- 
dangered, however, his wife underftood 
but too well by the difficulty which £he 
fa w when they folic! ted to be received. 
Fatigue itfelf failed of procuring her 
repofe; yet, with Montgomeri the moft 
wretched cabin would have been a 
palace, had not the cruel ideas of her 
father's hopelefs fituation infliQed fuch 
anguifli as fhe had never till then felt* 

Montgomeri knew her apprehetiGons 
were but too well founded ; but to 
defpair while any tliihg remained to be 
done was never yet the eharafler of a 
great mind and an intrepid fpirit. So 
fluftuating were the politics of the dsLy^ 
. that 
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that there was always hope of fome 
favourable change; and, though the 
Guifes had now the afcendency, and 
in confequence of it many feverities 
had been adopted, and the perfecution 
of, the Proteftants renewed with in- 
creafed vioknce, yet it was always 
probable that the King's wavering and 
unfettled temper, and the fuperior virtue 
and talents of Henry of Navarre, might 
in an inftant change the Tace of affairs. 
Bui it was alfo unfortunately true, that 
De Beauvilliers might miferably perifh 
before any fuch revolution could fave 
him J and Montgomeri knew that his 
own perfon was in extreme hazard, and 
that it was very probable there might 
be thofe now lurking in the town who 
were charged to arreft him. What 
would then become of Corifande? to 
what evils might (he not be expofed ? 

With thoughts like thefe corroding 
his mind, it was not poffible to aflume 
that appearance of tranquillity which 
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was' neceflary to reaflure Corifande. 
Could he once have feen what it would 
be heft to do, he could fteadily have 
purfucd it; but, whicRfoever way he 
looked, drfficulty andrdanger befet him. 
Tp leave Corifande circumftanced as 
flie now was, he could not bepr to^thinlc 
of; yet he believed Ihe hazard of their 
remaining wh^re they were. The anxi« 
ous and undecided nnanner which Cori- 
fande obferved^ alarmed her more than 
any thing he coUld have (aid. He ^as 
reftlefs and filent — always feemed watch- 
ful, yet ftudioudy concealing hi^ real 
thoughts, and fometiqnes. afFefting to 
ileep, that Ive might avoid her inquiring 
looks and tremulous queftions. 

At this cruel period, Corifande gave 
an inftance of that firmnefs which, 
wholly different from mafculine fierce- 
nefs, is the higheft attribute of a female 
mind. ", Montgomeri,'* cried (he, "you 
have faid that there is yet fome chance 
of my poor father's being reftored to 

liberty. 
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liberty, if any event (hould give the 
prepo'nderance to the Calvinift party, 
and reftore the King of Navarre to in- 
fluence. Gq, therefore, my hufl>and, 
go, and once more place yourfelf where 
you can take advantage of circumftances 
as they arifc. 1 cannot be ignorant that 
you are yourfelf in danger here. Should 
.you fall into the hands of our per- 
fecutors, v^hat would HecomQ of the 
wretched Corifande, who has only you 
on earth ?— By leaving me here, where 
I am not known^ and can be of no 
confequence; you may fecure the 
fefety of the two Beings mod dear to 
me, and by flaying you ri(k every 
thing/' 

By thefe and other arguments, drawn 
from the fame fources, Corifande in- 
eefiantly endeavoured to prevail onr 
Montgomeri to leave her; while he 
protefted, that the mifery he (hould 
fuffer in fuch a feparalion, and his 
Q 4 folicitude' 
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folicitude for her fafety^ would render him 
altogether incapable of any attention to 
his own. «, Corifande, however, returned 
again and again tp ^he attempt, and at 
length extorted a promife from him that 
he would go to Avranches, inform him- 
felf of the a6lual circumftances of his 
party, and what his honour diflated in 
regard to returning to his corps, which, 
by thedireftiorfjfof the King of Navarre, 
bad difperfcd,'"and the individuals that 
eompofed it were gone int6 fuch winter 
^tsartersais they coal d find. 

Between the time that, Cori&nde left 
llic Court of Catharine and the prefcnc 
period, many months had elapfed, and 
autumn was rapidly fading into winten 

Montgomeri, believing that fome- 
thing might be done by his departure, 
yet dreading, even as the ftroke of death, 
U) leave his wife, his refolution, which 
bad never before failed him, would now 
have given way, had not Corifande re- 
r prefTed 
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prefled every fear which a^fe in her 
own bofom, and continually enforced 
all the motives that could aroufe and 
fortify his courage. He at length took 
all the precaution pofSble in fuch a 
place for her fafety, gave her' all the 
money he poffeffed, which he advifed 
her to conceal from the poor people where 
they lived, and whom he paid before- 
hand. He then tore hitnfelf away ; and 
as the only additional fecurity he could 
thirtk of, he went to D' Angers, con^ 
juring him by all the friendfhip and 
attachment he had borne his family^ 
not wholly to abandon" the proteflion 
of Corifande. " That I might not rifk - 
your fafety/' faid he, " I have forborne, 
fince it was neceffary to quit your boufe, 
to fliow any figns of our former cor-p 
refpondence : but now that the alarm 
feems to have fubfided — at leaft, fince 
its effefts are confined wholly to the "^ 
changes in the prifon, where I know 
you dan do no more to ferve me, do 
Q 5 w^^ 
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not refufe to give fuch affiftanCe as you 
can to my wife, fhbuld (he need it 
during my abfence. Probably, my oFd 
friend,, thi« is the laft trouble yoji will 
ever receive from the unfortunate race 
of Montgorperi.'* ' 

D* Angers promifed, that, fiiould any ' 
application be made to him on the part 
of Corifande, he would give her what 
affiftance was in his power. FloreftaB 
knew that, however cold his manner, 
his word was inviolable; an<i, -leaving 
the rock, he took, in the appearance of 
^ peafant, the way to Avranches. There 
he could learn fo very little of what he 
defired to know, that he was compelled 
to proceed, and with a heavy and 
foreboding heart turned continually 
towards thefea, gazing on the Mount 
St. Michel, till 4he intervening difts^^nce 
fufFered him to dwejl upon it no longer. 

When he was gone, Corifande, lofing 
all her heroifm, funk into fuch de- 
jeSion, that, if the woman of the cot* 

tage^ 
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tage^ who was now become attached to 
her,, had not affiduoufly attended to her^ 
and perfuaded'her to eat, fhe would 
have fat whole days abforbed in fa4 
refleftions, and totally unqonfcious of 
the lapfe of time, and heedlefs of her 
own^prefervation. 

But though the unwelcome inter- 
ruptions of hercoarfe but well-meaning 
hoftefs broke in upon her daring the 
day, the nights were given almoft en* 
tirely to melancholy refleQions. From 
the low cafement of the popr hut that 
fheltered her fhe fat gazjng on the 
waves that feparated her from Mont- 
gomeri, or lifted her melancholy eyes to- 
wards the ftupendous battlements and 
^ toners, within whofe mafly walls languifli- 
ed, if he yetexifted, her unh^py father- 
On that quarter hope feemed almoft 
excluded : enclofed in a living fepulchre,. 
it was hardly poffible that De Beau- 
villiers^ whofe health, had been fa long 
declining, and who feemed to dcGre 

q 6 life 
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Rfe only while he could haye the com- 
fort of feeing his daughter and FIo- 
reflan, (hould have conftitutional ftrength 
to refill the pain inflifted by this cruel 
fcparation, and the certainty of being 
feparatcd from them for ever. 



A MELANCHOLY month paffed 
flowly away: it was a much longer 
period than Corifande had been taught 
to believe would elapfc before the 
return of Momgoroeri ; and, as it drew 
towards a clofe, her uncafinefs became 
infupportable. Wholly carelefs of 
outward circumftances, fhe wandered 
along the margin of the rock infenfible 
to the wild blails of November, ihat 
drove the mountain billows from the 
Borth-weft impctuoufly into the bay. 

The 
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The high and adverfe tides would now 
make the return of Montgomeri more 
difficult ; for the Mount St. Michel was 
almoft inacccffible in boiftefous weather, 
and in ftrong^ winds. But, would, he 
indeed return if the weather was lefs 
contrary ? How many misfortunes might 
not have befallen him, that might pre- 
vent her ever feeing him more ? From 
this fearful probability of the heavieft 
calamity, Corifande was compelled to 
turn her eyes, or all the fortitude Ihe 
inherited from nature, or had acquired 
by refleftion, and even by habit, dur- 
ing a courfe of misfortunes, which 
began with , her earlieft recolleSion, 
would never have fuftained her from 
day to day. 

Her nights were paffed^ not in deep, 
but in liftening to the loud gufts of' 
-wind, and the loud waves breaking on 
the rugged cliff's that furrounded the 
iQand. " Does my father, through 
the deep windows of his prifon, hear 
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vhat I hear ? Doe^ he yet live, and 
does he think of me?" Siich were her 
inquiries during the ftorniy nights^ as 
Ayuddering (he fought her mrferable 
pallet. The cottage was on that edge 
of rock the mod remote from the coaft 
of France, and looking towards the 
Englifti^ Ghannel. The rays of the 
'morning, therefore, for which fhe 
watched, did not (how her the fpot from 
whence her only fuccour or relief 
could come ; and yet every little boat 
that approached the fhore made her 
heart leap with hope, which foon faded. 
It was too certain, that of all the favour- 
able events Montgomeri had anticipated, 
none had happened ; and, unlefs fome 
finifter accident had befallen him, he 
would at alj events have been with her. 

Another and another week pafled on ; 
the winter came in all its feverity to add 
perfonal inconveniences to the intole-* 
rable anguifli of her mind. Fearful 
vifions now haunted her : fhe beheld 
' Montgomeri. 
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Montgomeri 4 n every poffible (late of 
mifery ; wounded, a prifoner, languifh- 
ing on a fiek bed, and calling in vain 
on her, who heard him not, who "might 
never again behold either \}'\m or her 
father. Unable to endure thefe dreads 
f^ul apprehenfions, the took the defperate 
refolution of knowing the worft. The 
poor man and his wife were by this 
time wholly devoted to her ; for, amidft 
all her own fufFerings, {he had ever 
appeared fenfible^ of theirS; and the 
diflike which the diflin6lix)n of rank 
often creates among the poor towards 
thofe above them, was to them only aa 
additional reafon to love Corifande^ who 
was, they knew, a Demoifelle^ a perfon 
of fuperior birth, and the wifi^ of a 
Cavalier^ vho was alfa {rh noble; yet 
(he treated them with geritlenefs, and 
was interefted in their welfare ; which 
attached theni much more than the 
money they had gained, or hoped to 
gain^ from her refidence. in their humble 
. ' cabia^ 
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ckbin. The man^ therefore, was eaGly 
prevailed upon to convey her in his 
boat to the Ihore near Avronches. She 
left in the iiovel -he inhabited . every 
thing but a change of .clothes, referved 
only a fmali fum of money, and, paying 
them the reft, as it was poffible Ihe 
might not return, took leave of her 
weeping hoftefs, and embarked. 

The weather was dark and ftormy, 
the fea ran high ; and Corifande, having 
• never before been on the water, might 
have felt pcrfonal fear, but that her 
thoughts were engrofled by her father. 
She was now quitting the (pot where 
poffibly he yet dragged on life, the 
vi6lim of vindiflive tyranny on the part 
of others, and of exalted honour on his 
own. The frowning walls now difap* 
pearing in the mifty gloom, were^to be 
at once his prifon and his grave. The 
^nguilh thefe reflexions infliQed was 
mitigated only by the pofEbility that 
Montgomeri was yet employed in en- 
deavouring 
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deavouring to obtain his releafe : but 
the dangers he was himfelf expofed to, 
and the' cruel doubts that forced them- 
felves onher mind as to his fafety, not 
only crufhed thefc hope^, but threw her 
into that languor, which ^is the confe- 
quence of difappointment approaching 
defpair. 

In this diftreffing ftate it was, how- 
ever, neceflary for Corifande^to exert 
herfelf. Her conduftor, leaving his 
boat in a cove of the rock, accompanied 
her to 131 poor village, about two miles 
up the Coutitry, where fhe might un- 
queftipncd pafs into the road leading to- 
wards. Paris 5 for, there only it was 
probable ftie fliould hear of Montgo- 
meri, though how, or to whom to apply 
tie knew not. While the dangers to 
which her prefent undertaking expofed 
her were at forae dift^nce, Corifand^ 
imagined Ihe could brave them; but 
now, when the man, who was a fort 

' of 



34S- THE SOLITARY WANDERER* 

of temporary proteQor, quitted her, 
and .fife was left amidil peafants who 
noticed her not, and was immediately 
to encounter the dangers of pafling alone 
through a country ftill the Teat of civil 
war, her heart funk, and (he had occa- 
fion to' recall to her mind the little 
value of the life (he was thus a-bout to 
riCk, before fhe could ^ find refolution 
to purfue her melancholy road. 

The trifling additions that marked a 
pilgrim, added to the drefs of a peafant 
youth, were, (he thought, fome pro- 
te£lion ; but, in endeavouring to alter 
her feminine appearance, {he incurred 
another rifk, of which flie had never 
thought. Since the firft expedition 
when ihe afTumed mafculine altire, 
Corifande- had become confiderably 
taller; and, in a country where parties 
of foldiers were continually wandering 
about, eager to recruit their numbers, 
daily dinpiniQied by the war;, and its con- 

fe;quences^ 
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fequences, a tall youth, fuch as (lie now 
appeared to be, could hardly efcape 
from being compelled to take a part 
Avith either one or other of the con- 
tending faftions. 

Unconfcious of her danger, and en*, 
couraged.to greater exertion by finding 
herfelf yet unmolefted and lefs fatigued 
that) (he expefted, the poor pilgrim had 
already advanced within a mile of a 
village called Bricze,whitheir the fifher- 
man had direQed her, having told her 
thai fii6 'might there hire a bourique of 
a man he knew, ai>d who waS accuftom- 
ed to carry Varipu? fpecies of provifion 
to Rouen^ and fometimes to Paris. ~ 
Near the (mall bourg of Brioze was at 
heathy traft of country, called les landes' 
de Brioze. When Corifande entered 
6n this defolate line of wild and un- 
cultivated ground fhe w;i,s extremely 
fatigued, and of its extent there appeared 
to be no end. But ajt length the diftant 
fpire of the village church appearing 
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above the flat furface, though very far 
ofF, fomewhat reaffured her; and the 
direftions of her friendly hoft having 
guided her thus far in fecurity, there 
was reafon to hope that fhe fhould now 
reach a place where a fafe though very 
humble conveyance might be found for 
the reft of her journey. 

But, while Corifande exerted' all her 
remaining ftrengih to arrive at Brioze 
before night-fall, fte (aw^fuddtenly gal- 
loping towards her a number of ^rmed 
horfcmen. They came up to her be« 
fore it was poflible for her even to think 
of efcape, or concealment. To the 
Qui vive? with which it was tbe general 
Cuftom to accoft all paffengers, flie was 
difabled by fear from anfwering. One, 
of them difmounted and.queftioned her. 
She endeavoured to give fuch an ac- 
count of herfelf as might make them^ 
believe her to be what fhe appeared ; 
but her voice failed her, and fli^ was 
totally incapable of making any refift- 

ance^ 
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anee, when he wjio appeared to be xKe 
commander of the party dire filed two <^f 
the men to lift the ftranger-youih pa 
horfeback. He was iinmediately obey^- 
ed; and Corifande found herfelf^ after 
a moft fatiguing and diftreffing journey, 
at a town, which (he afterwards learned 
was ArgeritaU Thefe were the head 
quarters of the^Duke of oGuife, who 
was now collefling troops, and be.coming 
more formidable than ever to his fove* 
reign, though he ftill temporifed and 
kept up appearances, pre;i6ndang that 
the ievies he was makirig were for the 
proteQion of the throne. 

The officer into whofe hands Corix 
fande had fallen, believing that ihe was 
a very different perfon/ithan vHiatifflid 
endeavoured to reprefent, conduQed 
her immediately to the-Duke of Guifei 
to whom he communicated his fufpiciohs 
that the peafant lad was a woman, and 
on€ of no common rank. Pale; tirem^ 
bling, and hardly able tb fuftain herfelf, 

Corifande 
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Corif^nde felt it \to be impoffible thaf 
fhc could continue the part (he had 
undertaken, and fuddenly refolved to 
relate who (he was, yhence fhe came, 
and every p<irticular, fave only h'er 
marriage with Montgomeri, 'whofe very 
name was fa obnoxious to the Catho- 
lics, and whofe fafety might be involved 
in her avowal. The Duke "was, 
oh her appearance, inftamly afTured 
that it was no pilgrirfj boy, but a very ' 
lovely woman; while the dignity pf his 
manner and pcrfon, anda co,untenance 
which nature feemed to.have marked 
for command, . gave Corifande. confi- 
dencc,- She declared herfelf the daugh- 
ter of the unfortunate long-imprifoned 
Count de Beauvillier^ and that flie had 
left Mount St. 1 Michel when his con. 
finement became more fevere, in hopes 
of finding friends who might obtain 
for her Jeave to Iharfe it, if his releafe 
was ftill deniedJ The Dyke gave her 
pot time to finifli tljis brief hiftory, be- 
fore 
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fore he declared the rcfpeft.and ad- 
niiraiion wiih which her conduft and 
her perfon infpired him. He befought 
her to confider him as her friend, and to 
allow him to call himfelf her prole^pr, 
till fhe could be reftored to the rank 
and appearance (be might fo jallly claim. 
Far from feeming defirous pf taking 
any advantage of the accident that had 
thrown her into his power, he defired 
Ihe would confider herfelf as abfolutely 
at liberty to do whatever feerned good 
in her eyes, referving^ only to hirpfelf 
the means of protefling her from the 
danger her filial piety might involve her 
in, Ihould ftie again expofe herfelf a 
lonely wanderer through a co^niry^^ 
where civil difcord had long fince put 
an end to all civil polity. 

Corifande expreffed her gratitude for 
generofity fo; unexpeCled, in words that 
increafed the tender admiration of the 
Duke." He forgot, while he gazed on 
her, and heard her,\that he was already 

married ; 
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married ; he forgot that Margaret de 
Valois had Rill loo many claims on his 
gratitude, if not on his afFeaion; and 
a more recent attachment, in which he 
had hazarded the peace of a woman, 
refpeftable till his acquaintance with 
•hei:' began, was equally dtiven-frotrihis 
xtittnory. Even ambition, the firft 
principle of all hiis aSions, yielded at 
the moment to the violence of this new 
paffion. He faw only Corifande in the 
'world, and to her thcf wofld, had he 
poffeffed it, would have fecmed too 
fmall a facrifice. He exprefled, how- 
ever, fo much refpeft for her ii^irtues, 
and fo well concealed under it this 
atta^chm'ent to her perfon, that, not 
imagining it poffible (he could in fuch 
an appearance create any fentinient but 
pity in the, mind of any -man, and par- 
ticularly in that of the Duke of Guife, 
x>( whofc haughty ambitious fpirit fhe 
'had heard fo much, and whom (he knew 
to be a married man, Corifande became 

as 
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^s eafy in her prefent fituation as her 
mjferable anxiety for Montgomeri and 
her father would fufFer her to be. The 
Puke propofed her taking a female at- 
tendant^ and furnifhing herfelf ^ith 
clothes, before they began their jour- 
ney to Blois, whither he faid he would 
conduft her, placing her when there 
under theproteSion of his mother, with 
whom (^e would be^ alike fafe from the 
power of. the Queen Catharine, and 
-thofe pretenders to her favour whom 
fhe had fo properly rejefted. Corifartde, 
who knew not whither to go, and had 
no means, either of fecurity or informa- 
tion, better than flie could obtain by 
accepting this propofal, confented, 
though not without much reluQance 
ahd many fears* 

The Duke of Guife, now more ena- 
xnoured than ever, purfued his ambitious 
proje^s with more alacrity, becaufe he 
faw that tK>thing but fuccefs could fecure 
to him the power of filencing all other 

Vol. III. R cotwj^vsvq;!^ \ 
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coitipetitors ; ^nd his undaunted fpirk 
AifFered him. not to: doubt being foon 
fo Gluated as to render all competition 
ridiculousj^ and refiftance to his will 
impoffible. Henry the Third at prefent 
kept his Court at Blois, where the 
Eftatcs were fummoned to meet hira. 
The Duke of Guife, had been warned 
by aftrologers, to whom great faith was 
lent in that age, that fome fatal event 
would be the confequcnce of his attend- 
ing this meeting ; but difdaining the 
information, which he thought came 
not from the (tars, but was a finefle of 
bis enemies, who dreaded his appearance, 
he fet out fof-Blois with a confiderable 
retinue, of which Corifande moft un- 
willingly made a part. 

The diffimuUtion and perfidy which 
fcemed to be the ftudy of both parties, 
prevented thofe who attended on the 
Qiieen Mother from openly exprefling 
their aftoniffiment at the return of Ma* 
dcmoifelle de Eeauvilliers, under cir- 

cumftaaces 
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camftances which feemed to declare her 
to be the tniftrers of the Duke of Guife. 
1*0 his mother only, who had apartments 
in the caftle^ the Duke deigned to ex- 
plain this extraordinary appearance. His 
will was to her a law. Sh^ faw Coriw 
fafide, heard her ftory, and believed it; 
for falfehood never looked or fpoke as 
,fhe did, and the Duchefs was a woman 
of a high and liberal fpirit. Gorifande, 
therefore, was received with fo much 
goodnefs, and the manner of this re- 
fpeftable woman towardsjier was fo kind 
and confiderate, that (he endured with 
patience the irkfome ceremonies (he had 
to -go through of accounting to fome of 
her former acquaintance for her conduft, 
iaind of malting, as flie was direfted by 
the Duchefs, an apology to Catharine. 
The old Queen, whofe fatal interference 
had by this time fo embarrafled the 
affairs of her fon, andfo ruined the un- 
fortunate people, that it feemed impoffi* 
ble to apply any remedy, was now fuf- 



} 
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/ fcring under perfonal difeafe and mentsA 
remorfe. She gave little attention to 
thofe who were formerly confidered, 
only as they were inft rumen ts of her 
wretched politics, and Ihe did not re- 
ceive Corifande with lefs civility for 
believing; (what was^the opiqion pfall 
who now fawher, except the Di^chefs, her 
proteftrice) that (he was a£tually the 
niiftrefs of the Duke of Guife. 

But Corifande herfelf was, when alone« 
more than ever wretched. Deprived of 
all opportunities of hearing of her father's 
fate, ana not daring to inquire after 
Montgomeri, flie wandered over the 
fplendid apartments of the magnificent 
palace, more folitary, anil infinitely more 
wretched than Ihe had ever been in the 
hut under the rocks of Mount St. Mi- 
chel. Every one feemed bufy j the 
courtiers and officers paffed and repafled 
through the apartments; new faces every 
vday appeared; and kept wakeful herfclf 
by the increafing anguiihof her hearty 

(he 
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fie found that midnight councils and 
fecret cabals were held in a fmall tower^. 
terminating a Wing of the building; to^ 
wards which an half concealed window 
of her'cabinet had a diftinft view. But 
attiong all the perfons whom flie daily 
faw, there was not one who feemed in^ 
terefted for her; gnd the Duke of Guife^ 
who now only came on pretence of vifit*^ 
iiig his mother, though he treated her 
with refpeft almoft bordering on adora^ 
tion, and while he was with her feemed 
to forget every thing elfe, yet gave her 
«o opportunity of fpeaking of De Bcau^ 
villiers, and hurried away whenever 
fhe attenlpted to introduce any fubjeft 
that could lead to that. 

With inexpreffible anguifh and horror 
of mind (he colleQed from various per- 
fons with whom (he converfed, that for 
many weeks paffed the Hugonots. had 
fuffered only defeat; that many of themt^ 
had been killed, and more made prifon- 
crs; it appeared to be almoft impoffible 
R 3 VCicwTX 
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that Montgomeri had efcaped one ot 
oiherof thefe misfoFtiines. 

While this cruel appFehenGon daily 
gained ftrength, another xenvidion gavq 
to the unhappy Corifande a greater 
dread of life fuch as Ibe naw endured^ 
with a greater defire to live; fhe was 
likely to give birth to a child of her 
adored Montgomeri, which would be 
the objeft of his fondeft aflFeftion. To- 
wards her, own parent too, ihe felt aU 
her tendernefs increafe, and, without 
knowing why, cheriflied again the re- 
vived hope -that he yet lived. It was 
three months now fince (he had parted 
with Montgomeri. A page in the palace 
with whom (he continued to converfe, 
named to her the principal |)roteftant 
gentlemen who had fallen during that 
time. The appellation that Montgo- 
pieri had taken, after (having entered 
into the fervice of the King of Navarre} 
be dropped that of Infelici, was St. Her- 
mine; no fucii name was among thofc 
" ^f&cers 
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officers reported to have been killed, 
and Cot ifande thought that the daring 
bravery of Montgomeri would have 
made him too confpicuous to have been 
overlooked^ had he fallen: ftill the un- 
certainty was mod dreadful; and the 
mifery it inOifted was foon aggravated 
by troubles of a new defcription. 

The behaviour of the Duke of Guifc 
became more particular; he feemed to 
be incapable of longer concealing the 
violent paffion he had conceived for 
Corifande, and to be on the point of 
facrificing to that paffion every other 
confiderfiition. Even the refpeft he owed 
to his mother, .under .whofe care he had 
bimfelf placed her, appeared likely to 
be forgotten; and towards Corifande 
he fo fuddenly changed hisconduQ, 
that flie determined to entreat the 
Duchefs to affiDrd her fome afylum 
againft what fhe could not but confider 
as cancelling every obligation that iiis 
former generofity had bellowed. This 

R 4 2l^^\\^^\\<^\V 
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applics^tion madame de Guife anfwered 
with fo much fcorn and afperity, that the 
wretched Corifande, diirolved in tears^ 
was unable to fpeak in her own defence; 
unable to repel the charges of deception 
and hypocrify that were now fuddenly 
brought againft her. That fhe was the 
daughter of De Beauvilliers wasallowedi 
but the DucheCs of Guife now told her 
that her former condu£l had been in- 
quiredinto^ and had been found erro- 
neous, even from her firft appearance in 
the worldl Refpeft for the Queen of 
Navarre alone feemed to check the apri- 
mony with which fhe was diFpofed to 
relate the (^ifgrace which had vbeen at- 
tached to the earlier life of Corifande — 
and the good lady declared that nothing 
but her confideration for a young woman 
of family, would prevent her difmiffing 
Mademoifelle de Beauyilliers that mo- 
ment from her protedion. 

Corifande now felt all her native fpirit 
animated by the proud confcioufnefs 

of 
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of innocence; but to vindicate herfelf 
again ft prefent appearances was impqffi- 
ble, without nafning Montgomeri; and' 
an accufation fo unexpefted, added to 
the anxieties that bad fo long preyed On 
her heart, left her ofi\y ftrength to fay, 
that the following day fhbuld' fully juf- 
tify her conduft, and remove her from 
any future hazard 6f treatment fo infau- 
roan and fo little defervcd* 

The unfortunate Goriiande had juft 
ftrength to retire to her own apartment, » 
where, with a dcfperate kind of refolu-^ , 
tion, ftie prepared immediately to departj * 
though fhe knew not w^hither to go, or 
what y as to become of her — the world ' 
feemed to h^ no longer an abode for^^ 
her; every party, however inimical to 
each other, were equally enemies to her 
honour and her repofe; and thofelvhoj 
agreed in nothing elfe, feertied to unite • 
in pferfecuting her, defencelefs as fhe 
was, and robbed of all that could give - 
either fafety or value to her life. 

R 5 . O^jpr^Cfed; V 
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Oppreffed by fuch diftreflBng reflec- 
tion^y it was ufelefs to attempt tofleepj 
yetCorifande having difmifled her atten- 
dant^ lay down for a few hours, and 
endeavoured to reafon herfelf into fome 
degree of courage and fortitude, by re- 
collecting how often (he had been deli- 
.vered, by the unexpefted intervention 
of providential circumftances, from evils 
even greater than that which immedi- 
ately threatened her. ■' 

Thefe thoughts had reftored to her 
refolution to nieet what fhe apprehended 
to be inevitjible on the following morn- 
ing, when (he muft again become a, 
lonely pilgrim, and, though innocent^ 
bear all the ignominy of guilt. 

The next morning, however, prefented 
a fcene which changed not only the cir- 
cumftances of Corifande, but gave a 
new appearance to the aflPairs of France. 
For on that morning the DuJke of 
Guife, having been fummoned at an 
early hour to attend the King in his, 

cabinet^ 
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cabinet, where the council was to affen)-^ 
ble, was affaffinated with many woundsj^ 
as he lifted up the arras to dnter the 
clofet. The confuGon that fallowed, 
fuch an incident may be iqf^agined. Np.-, 
body thought of Corifand^, nor couldl, 
flie for a confiderable time difcover the 
real caufe pf^ the hurry , arid diftraftion 
that appeared in the caftle ; nor did fhe 
know why, when fhe learned the melan- 
choly eivent^, (he was herfelf put under 
arreft. The Duchefs of Guifc i^as fent 
prifoner to the ca^le* of Amboife, con-- 
drained to endure fufpenfe which fhe. 
had no means of ending. Corifande, at- 
tended by her fervant, remained fome 
days a prifqner. She was then furprifed 
and relieY;?d by the appearance of the 

* The Duke of Guife,' and his brother the Cahll- 
rial, were killed* in the caMe of Blois on the 23d of 
December 15 88. 'Their bo<^cs were confumcd to- 
afhes in the chimney of a large hall^ that no remams 
of them might he left ta gratify the enthuiiafm of 

the people, by whom the Duke was adored, 

•- / • • . . . . 

R 6 King 
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King of Navarre, who, v^ith all that 
genero&y amd genuine goodnefs of heart 
which fo flrongly marked his charaSer, 
ei?preflfed the iivelieft fenfe of her fitua- 
tibn, aflureci her of his proteftion, and 
that he would give immediate oiiders 
that every inquiry Chould be made about 
Montgomeri, of whom (and it was with 
inexprelEble anguifli (he heard it) Cori- 
fende foon learned that the King knew 
nothing J not having had any intelli- 
gence of him fince he went with a de- 
tachment of Proteftants on a fervice of 
great danger; after which, though he 
was hot among the flain, no account 
had been heard of him as aprifoner. 
Th^ prefent date of De Beauvilliers too, 
whether be yet lived, or had fallen a vic- 
tim to prolonged and more rigorous 
confinement, ' wa$ equally a fubje£l of 
fiJicitude. Coritiamde, conGdering the 
King of Navarre rather as her father 
than as a monarch, hefitated not to re- 
late to him the. hiftory of Montgomeri 

and 
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and Off berrdf fince her invofuntarjr 
difappearance ; and if he had before 
felt an intereft in whatever cancerned 
thenT, that intereft was redoubled by her 
narrative. Henry^ fo unaccuftbmed tO' 
check hi» incKnation for any woman 
whofe perfon was pleafing to him, felt 
his admiration pf Corifande tempered 
with fo much jefpeft for her, and regard 
for Montgomeri, that, far from meditat- 
ing how to interrupt it,- he foui^d their 
happinefs neceffary to his own. 

The King of. France, the difficultiea 
of whofe fituation had been greatly in- 
creafed by the aiTaffination of the Duke 
and Cardinal de Guife, was at this time: 
compelled to unite himfelf to the King: 
of Navarre, as nothing but fucb ab 
alliance could fa ve him from the eiFedsi 
of the ftorm gathering on all quarters 
againft him. His mother now faw the miU 
chief of her own infidiousand dangerous 
policy, and his weaknefs and irrefolu- 
Uon, had brought uppn themfclvesi anxt 

. the 
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the confufion and anarchy in which the 
kingdom was involved. The reproaches 
of her confcience were added to the 
pangs of difeafe. She died unregretted 
foon after the murder of the Guife^, and 
was rerrtembered only for the niiferies of 
which fhe had been the chief inftru- 
ment,: and which long affiifted the un- 
happy kingdom. 

The afcendancy of the King of Na- 
varre, hc^weVer, then gave him an oppor- 
tunity of relieving many of his faithful 
adherents wbci had fufFered in his caufe. 
DeBeauvilliers was among the Brft^ and 
it was with infinite fatisfadion he heard 
fronrf a confidential perfon whom he had 
ftnt to Mount St.. Michel, that De 
Beauvilliers, once more refcued from 
the horrors of clbfe imprifonmcnt, lived 
to embrace and blefs his daughter — that 
daughter whofe beloved idea bad cheer- 
ed his folitary hours in the diingeon 
where he had near fix months, been coa- 
fined; and to whofe ^piety be aiways be- 
lieved 
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lieved Providence would grant the 
meansof jiis refcue. 

Corifande no fooner heard from the 
King of Navarre, the fewckome tidings, 
than fhe befought him to permit her to 
feek her father. Henry, who knew too 
well how frail was the foundation of his 
prefent poy^er, not only confented, but 
obtained the entire releafe of the Count 
,de Beauvilliers from his prifon, with 
an order that he might be permitted, 
unqueftioned, to go whitherfoever he 
would. The King's humanity did not, 
ftpp there. He fupplied Corifande with 
money, gave her letters to perfons ifi 
whom he could confide, and advifed her 
to haften with her father to' England. 
** There,'* faid he, ** our brave Mont- 
gomeri, who is I perfuade myfelf living, 
will meet you ; and meet you in that 
fecurity, which, nptwithftandingprefent 
appearances, I dare not flatter my (elf 
can yet be found in France.** Corifan- 
de, fpeccblcfs from the many contra- 

diftor^ 
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diQory Tenfations (he now felt, took a 
Clent but not lefs alFe6ling leave of her 
generous proteftor, and, after a journey 
very different from the firft, arrived at 
the prifon of De Beauvilliers. — It is 
eafier to imagine than tb defcribe the 
meeting between the father and the 
daughter — their joy empoifoned by the 
abfence of Mon.tgomeri, and the doubts 
that affailed thenri both, whether he 
would ever , rejoin thera. Corifande, 
however, checked, in the prefence of her 
father, the e^pveffioti at leaft^ of the 
anguifh that tore her heart, and, finceit 
feemed tobe'her deftiny never to fee to- 
gether the two beings whom (he loved^i 
devoted herfelf apparently to the com- 
fort of him whom Providence had re- 
ftored to her prayers. De Beauvilliers 
indeed, whofe health had again feverely 
fuffered, watched every look and word 
of Corifande with a degree of anxiety, 
fo eager and unremitting, as could not 
fail to be injurious to hijnfelf, while of 

Moutgpmeri's 
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Montgomcri*s fafcty he endeavoured to 
encourage hopes, which Corifande was 
well convinced he did not entertain. 

It was, however, neceffary to obey 
the direftions of the King of Navarre. 
They arrived without accident inf Eng- 
land, and found a reception equal to 
their expe£lations, from the letters they 
carried witjn them. But CorifandCi who 
beheld the fea between her and the 
country that held Montgomeri, if he yet 
livedo could not think without pa^in of 
removing from its margin. The fea ap- 
peared to be the only medium by which 
flie could again behold or receive news 
of him ; and her father, to whom all 
places were alike, confented to refide in 
a fmall houfe on the weftern fide of 
Dover, from whence the coaft of France 
was almoft always difcernible. 

There fbe gave birth toji fon, over 
whom -(he wept in agonizing fondnefs^ 
endeavouring for his fake to preferve 
her health, while (he deplored his father^ 
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of whofe life ftie now almofl: entire()f 
defpaired; for no intelligence had been 
gained, notwithftanding the inquiries of 
the King of Navarre, and of many of 
the Proteftant lords, wha openly aflferted 
their .principles, and in whofe bravery, 
and the afFeflion of their leader^ Henpy 
dc Valois found his chief fecufity againil 
the defigns of the League, now become 
more than ever formidable. 

To lofe a being, fondly beloved, is 
dreadful; but to be tormented with cpn«. 
jedures as to the manner of that lofs, to 
imagine that his death might be embit* 
tered by famine or by tortures, adds ten- 
fold anguifh to the deprivation; iand Co-^ 
rifande, ingenious in mifery, ceafed^not 
to piQure every fpe^ies of wretched nefg 
which her hufband might have fuflfered. 
Months pafTed on. De Beauviltiers^ long 
accuftpmed to refign himfelf to misfor- 
tune, was tranquil, though unhappy^ 
The infant of Corifande, towards whom 
he looked as the heir of his eftates, and 

the 
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the repreferitative of his family, became 
every day mofe dear to him; but nothing 
rqally confol^d him for the deat,h ojf 
Montgomeri,. whom he loved, on Cpri- 
(ahde's account arid hisown, with affefilion 
more thao pattern $Jv 

The little boy was npw elfsven months 
old. His attempts to fpeak^ which the 
pioither and grandfather thought in^ih 
cated uncommon ijitieUigerKe ;. his fea^ 
(ures, that, as jdiey becanae rtiore formed^ 
more ftrongly refqmbled thofe of his 
father, all contributed to increafe thc^ 
ceijdern^fs they felt for him:, and it was 
for his fake rather than their own tljat 
De Beauvilliers heard with fatisfaSion^ 
that, Henry de Valois being no more*, 
Henry de Bourbon was now King of^ 
Frs^nce. again. To ferve the mafter to 
whom bis youth had be^n devoted, the 
Count de B^auvjlliers determined to 
quit his retirement and pafs into France. 
Corifande, . whofe. heart only bled the 
more when profperity feemed likely ta 
* He was Habbed by Cleractvt, ^ xcvw^^ 
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return, that Montgomiri would never 
fhare, prepared herfelf and her fon to 
accompany her father ; and having oc- 
cafioh to purchafe a few necefl^iries at 
the town, ftie walked thither ; her child 
carried in the arms of an £ngtifti girk 

who had fome time lived with her. 

They were reiprning, when two men^ 
who appeared t6 be Turks or Algerines^. 
extremely poor and diftrefled, foVk>wed 
them, and, in a jargon which tefembled 
Ftench rather than the dialeft of their 
own country, folicited charity. The 
Englifh fervant, in fome alarm, repulfcd 
them; but Corifande, whofe heart was 
never (hut againft the* wretched ojf 
whatever appearance, flopped, and, be- 
ftowihg her. alms, (]^dke to the poor 
ftrangef in French. ' The beggar, chan- 
ging his voice, anfweredher in the fame 
language, and told her with great emo- 
tion, that, fince ftie was of France, {he- 
would furely have eompaffion on a> 
wretched m^n of that country, who lay 
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^ying a liule further on, with no other 
!&elter than the cliflFs afforded him, and 
abfolutely without the means of pro- 
curing wherewijhal to moiften his 
parched lips, or a place wherein hq 
could die. Shocked by fuch a pifture, 
Corifande haftened to the place. She 
faw, extended on, the ground, a p69r 
man apparently dying. She approached 
and fpoke tp hiih. At the found of heir 
voice he lifted up his head, and, fixing 
his eyes earneftly on her face, utter- 
ed in a faint voice, the name of Cori- 
fande land fell back fenfelefs; while, 
throwBg herfelf down by him*, and fran- 
ticly {bricking* for help, (he called qn 
Montgomeri ! x 

The fervant, amazed and terrified at 
what ihe faw, ranfor affiftanqe tp the 
houfe. De Beauvilliers and his fervant, 
bringing with them whatever of refr^fli- 
ment they could firft find, were foon at the 
fpot. The Count, breathlefs, and hard* 
\y confcious of what be did^ ca^fed the 
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Hill apparently dying MoTitjgoraeri £o lie 
conveyed to his houfe. Corifande col- 
leCled, in this trying moment, that 
prefenceoFraind which had on fo many 
perilous occafions befriended her. 
Montgomeri was not dead; there was 
then a poffibility of (avihg him : and he 
was at length reftored to his recolleftion, 
and found himfelf in bed — De Beau- 
villiers holding one of his hands, and 
Corifande bending eafneRly over. him, 
with ia look of fo much tender anguiih 
as never could be effaced from his 
memory. The firft ufe he made of the 
power of fpeech was, after trying to 
cxprefs what he'fidlt towards his wife and 
the Count, to recommend his unhappy 
- comrades to their care. ^ The watits of 
thofe poor men had been already' at- 
tended to, and they were taken into the 
houfe ; where, in fome days, the life of 
Mbntgomeri appeared to be out of 
liazatd. But it was not till two of tKofe 
days had pafled that Cdrifande thought 
. it 
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k ,fafe tor truft him with the delight o£ 
locholding his boy ; and it was mucb 
longer before fte ventured to afk hifti 
t.o relate the caufe of his long abfence^ 
and of bis ftill morje extraordinary appear^ 
ance underfuch circumftances of raifery. 

When at length he was To far re^cfta- 
blifhcd in his health as /to enable thim to 
fpeak.of what had paffed fince their 
fepairation, he thus accounted for all 
that had occafioned heraftpnifhment and 
her grief:-— , 

** When I left you at, Mount St. 
Michel J paffed over to Avrauches, 
withiittle hope, I own, of heiaring any 
news likely to affuageyour anxiety or my , 
own. I was there met by. a confi- 
dential friend, a lieutenant in iiny regi- 
ment, fent in fcarqh of me by order of 
the King of Navarre, who wiQied.to 
cntruft nve with the execijition of a very 
hazardous prpjeCk, pf which, the Mar- 
quis de Rofney^ had given the pian^ 

* Aftcrwardg the juftly celebrated Duke de Sully, 



37^ TH£ SOLITARY WANbERXH* 

and in doing To, had named me as the pro* 
pereft pcrfon to entruft it to, on account 
of my knowledge of the country around 
Montmelian, (to poffefs which was his 
obje6l) as well as of other qualities he 
was pleafed to impute to me. Corifande, 
could I decline this duty ? Certainly 
not. I knew that you "would have en- 
joined its performance. I wrote to you 
however by a boatman, but he took no 
care to deliver my letter. ^ Then, coun« 
tera6ling the anguifh infliQed by being 
compelled to leave you, with the hope 
of fuccefs, and of our meeting to rejoice, 
in it, I proceeded acrofs the whole 
kingdom, and endeavoured to execute 
the orders I had received. I will not 
dwell on this attempt. The ^nemy, ap- 
prized of them by treachery, and five 
times our numbers, were too much for 
our fmall and ill. appointed party. I 
was made prifoner, and^ had my real 
name been known, I fhould have fuf- 
fered death. Under the fictitious name 

Iborc^ 
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I bore^ I was Tent prifoner to Aubagne, 
not far from Marfeilles. 1 will here- 
after relate more fully how I effeQed 
my efcape^ and endeavoured to , pafs 
round by fea to the Norman coaft ; but 
the veflel in which I embarked was 
taken off Alonduca by a pirate, and 
carried to Tetuan ; where, utterly hopc- 
lefs of my ranfom, or of ever feeing 
you more, I endured a Kving death, till 
about five months ago, when the moor 
died whofe property I was ; and his heir, 
defirous of removing from thence, fold 
hisflaves for a very trifling confideration ; 
and I was purchafed by the fociety of 
Its Freres de la Mifericordc *, who could 
however, do no more for me than give 
me my liberty. I obtained, however, of 
an Engliftiman who was in the port to 
trade, leave to work my paflage to Eng- 

• The Brethren of Mcroy : ^n aflbciation of 
pious perfons, who ful^cribe and fend miilionaries 
for the redemption of Chriftians, flaves among the 
M^lioraetans. 
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land on board hi&fhip; andwith two other 
Frenchmen, natives of Provence, who' 
had been captives longer ihanl had been, 
I found myfelf, without clothes, money, 
Df friehds, put on (hore on the banks 
of the Thames. Our wifh was to haftea 
to that part of the EngliQi coaft oppo- 
•fite our own ; but innumerable hard* 
Ihips and difficulties befet us in our 
journey. At lad we reached, though 
almoft ftarved, the borders of the fea 
near Dover; But by that time I was ex- 
iiaufted by famine and fatigue. Difap- 
•pointraent too added its (harped pangs!; 
^or we foljcited a pafTage in vain ; and 
^hen, even within its view, Idefpairedof 
ever putting my feet again on my native 
foil — of- ever reaching the' country 
where my Ck)rifande awaited me — woes 
fp complicated and of fb long continu- 
ance, coiiquered my refolution ; and my 
difeafe, aggravated by the date of my 
mind, would in a very fhort time have 
xiedi'oyed me, had not reletting Heaven 

fent 



. THE STdRY OF CORISANDE. 379 

fent thee^ my guardian angel, my Cori- 
fande, to recall me from the brink of the 
grave.'* 

. As foon as Montgomeri had flrertgth 
to undertake it, the family of De 
Beauvilliers returned to France. He 
was there reinftated in the poffeffion 
of the Caftle of Montrichard, and of all 
the property he had been deprived of; 
but neither his ag?i nor infirmitics.pre-* 
vented his entering, with all the ardour 
of youth, into the fervice of the King^ 
Montgomeri obtained a rank in the 
ftrmy proportioned to his merit and^ \\\s 
birth. 1 heir toils were fweetened by 
returning, as often as thofe toils re- 
mitted, to the domeftic fctene where 
Corifande, To adored by both, fur* 
rounded by a lovely family, received a 
father arid a hufband, dearer for the 
perils to which they were too frequently 
cxpofed^-till Henry, haviiig united all 
parties, reftored, at leaift for a time/ 
tranquillity and profperity tb his people;* 
S a V^v% 
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His faithful fervants were not forgQtieQ; 
and the houfe of Montgomeri de' Beau-^ 
villiers, having partaken of the honoar^ 
able adverfity of the King of Navarre^ 
was elevated to the moft profperous for- 
tune that could be beftowed by the 
King of France. 



I hepe^ndmy hiftoiy^ which I have 
written at many and long intervals^ flow- 
ly travelling towards Paris/ where I do 
not intend to ftay longer than to receive 
fome remititances and ktters from £ng^ 
land. I (ball then^ I believe, direQ my 
eourfe tow^ds Germany^ and you iball 
hear^ when he has any thing wonh 
tellring you, from your friend^ whq^ in 
the words of Dr. Jofanfon^ may well 
dtfcribe himCelf as 

"A kind 
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** A kind of Solitary Wanderer in 

^* the wild of life, without any direftion 

" or fixed point of view ; a gloomy 

^ " gazer on the world to which I have 

" little relation.'* 

May you, my friend, be happier ! 



IND OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 



pitiNTio At 
BAMFSOK LOW> BERWICfL ST^^l.T, %QYX>» 



ICRRATA. VOL. I!* 



Fag6 13, Liac 9% for Denbigh ttzd Maynard, 

■ 1089 ■ ■ ■ 22 i fdr tffibr read deteft, 
— *- i75» 5> o«»* Aiw/Jy. 

— 1811 — 13, for ptr/nadt rezdperfiuuU 

■ 204» — 3» for /0 Mfm read 011 them, 

— 212,—— for fdtiityrczdinJuUiity. 

— ^ — 228y — *- 3, for Mrs. Gtorgt Dtnbigh read Mru 

Ge$rge Maynard, 
— — 229* — 39 forfi/Uen rezd fevenieen. 
— — 229, i5> oniit^the/15^ and the and after u» 

iuSanee, 
2291 ai, for George , Denbigh read Georgi 

Maynard, 

-— 231, 16, for inconfeqnence read f» ccn/efuenee. 

a34> — ^- ?> *^or Denbigh read Maynardm 

— a37» — " **> ^o'f iD^Ji3f;fA read Maynard. 
.«.«.238, — 10, £or perceive read difiinguifi. 
— ^ a45» — 9» omit fn 

-*— 2^5, — 4i for/oiir rtU/ome^ 

-i-~279, — — *6» ^r A< read Mr Mf/il, 

«.»^ ...«« t—^ 15, for ^uietyet read jfwV/, ;f<fc i/ 



FE: 2B 195. 
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